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Librarians of the Tool Lending Library in Berkeley, CA, showing
WKHSLFWXUHRIWKHÀUVWOLEUDU\WKH\RSHQHG 

THE TOOL LENDING LIBRARIES
In response to that recognition, “Share Starter” began
to offer a free “Tool Library Starter Kit” to any community interested in starting a lending library of their
own. The kit includes start up guidelines, frequently
asked questions, and sample documents.
Given their increasing popularity and proven history
of success, tool libraries and tool banks are now playing an exciting role in the burgeoning sharing economy and can be found everywhere from local public
libraries to makerspaces.*

A tool lending library was started in Columbus, OH
in 1976. Originally run by the City, the Tool Library is
now operated by Rebuilding Together Central Ohio,
a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization that works to preserve and revitalize homes and communities in Central Ohio. The RTCO Tool Library makes available over
4,500 tools free of charge to both individuals and
non-profit organizations. This tool library was among
many in what could maybe be considered the first
generation of tool libraries - including The Phinney
Tool Library in 1978 and The Berkeley Tool Library in
1979 - most of which were founded in the late 70s or
early 80s. Many of these libraries were started with
community block grants.

* http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_tool-lending_libraries

A variation of the tool lending library model exists in
Atlanta, Georgia. At the Atlanta Community ToolBank,
the tools are reserved for use only by nonprofits and
other community-based organizations who are performing volunteer and facility maintenance projects.
More recently, in 2009, the community of West Seattle
in Washington started the West Seattle Tool Library,
which provides a wide variety of tools and resources
for individuals and organizations while specifically
encouraging sustainable urban living. In 2011, Popular
Mechanics recognized “Building a Local Tool Library”
as one of its top ten ways to change the world, while
highlighting the West Seattle Tool Library.

US Local Tool Lending Libraries Map
KWWSORFDOWRROVRUJÀQG
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THE R-URBAN TOOL LIBRARY

PRINCIPLES

The R-Urban Wick tool lending library based in East
London will provide easy and affordable access to a
wide range of good quality tools. We want to promote
a culture of sharing and establish an active support
network of makers. A small monthly fee will allow
members to borrow tools and have an active say in
what tools will be stocked and how the library will
be run.

With tools getting ever cheaper they are no longer designed to last but to become a commodity we discard
easily and readily while owning more tools of lesser
and lesser quality.
The tool library on the other hand encourages a culture of sharing, and proposes a collective resource of
tools and knowledge.
The R-Urban Wick Tool Library will be the first in London and one of the first of its kind in the UK. It will:
- stock, lend and maintain tools
- pool makers to exchange tools and expertise directly between themselves
- recirculate used tools which have become surplus in
the construction industry
- offer a venue to host talks and workshops around
making to share skills and knowledge

As a No Profit organisation that has been working
within and towards public spaces for the last ten
years, we recognised various necessities that could
re-direct modern communities to a good system of
sharing spaces and materials.
Having good quality tools available and well kept is
fundamental for makers and DIY supporters, and we
believe a Tool Lending Library won’t just be a good
space to always keep these tools available, but it
could also became a meeting point for everyone who
wants to learn more about making through the sharing of skills and competences.
We envisage the tool library to become a place in
which knowledge about making and repairing is collected and made easily accessible. The tool pool will
connect those who privately own tools to share them
with a wider network.
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R-URBAN WICK

HOW IT WORKS?
We estimated that if we build a network of 150 users
each paying £7 a month we will have enough income
to purchase and maintain good quality tools.
A small monthly fee will allow members to borrow
tools for a seven days period. Members are
encouraged to get actively involved with the running
of the tool library and help determine which kind
of tools will be stocked and what rules for lending
should be implemented.
Decisions on which tools will be bought will be done
collectively once we have an understanding of what
is in demand.
Once a membership network is established around
the tool library an internal governance structure will
be set up, that allows members to have direct influence on the decision making process of the library.

3DUWRIWKHLQWHUYLHZVIRUWKH58UEDQ:LFN7RRO
/HQGLQJ/LEUDU\FURZIXQGLQJFDPSDLJQYLGHR
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NAME

R-Urban Wick Tool Library

CITY

London, UK

HOURS

:HG
6DW

MEMBERS

We calculate the running cost
IRUWKHWRROOLEUDU\DW 
D\HDUPHPEHUVSD\LQJ 
DPRQWKZRXOGHDVLO\FRYHUWKH
FRVW$Q\IXUWKHUPHPEHUVZRXOG
allow us to expand.

TOOL TYPES

:HDUHDLPLQJIRUDSSUR[LPDWHO\
WRROVEXWZHSURSRVHWR
SXUFKDVHWKHPVORZO\DVZH
understand the needs of our
PHPEHUV

INDIVIDUAL TOOLS

$VPDQ\DVZHFDQÀW

MONTHLY LOANS

N/A

MEMBERSHIP TYPES

XX

REQUIREMENTS

XX

FEES

0HPEHUVKLSIHHRI DPRQWK

TRACKING SYSTEM

Access database to track all of
WKH PHPEHUV DQG HYHU\ ORDQ $
UHSRUW RI HYHU\ ORDQ LV SULQWHG
& signed by the borrower. Using
the database and paper copies,
they are to track loans that are
out.

FEE STRUCTURE

SHUGD\ODWHIHH

PERIODS

 'D\/DZQ PRZHUV *DV SRZHUHG
DXJHU5RWRWLOOHUV'D\V)ORRU
VDQGHUV OHDI EORZHUV  'D\V
(YHU\WKLQJHOVH

WEBSITE

http://www.rtcentralohio.org/
tool-library/

TOOL LIBRARY

R-URBAN WICK

IT’S ALSO IMPORTANT THAT YOU CONTINUE
TO DEVELOP YOUR PROFESSIONAL NETWORK
AS WELL

YOU SHOULD START
RECRUITING POTENTIAL
MEMBERS RIGHT FROM
THE START
HACKNEY WICK

EAST LONDON

With access to land increasingly expensive we propose
that the tool library stays mobile and occupies sites
which are vacant for limited amount of time. Thus
keeping the cost down and activating areas which lie
abandoned, infusing them with self build and self repair practices.

East London is an area in transition as the old
industrial spaces get replaced by new high density
residential buildings. R-urban Wick proposes to occupy the gaps in time in between uses and introduce
communal activities, which open those spaces up and
instill them with a local memory.
For its first year the tool lending library will be based
in Hackney Wick. This central and convinient location
will allow makers from all East London and nearby
neighborhood to be part of the Tool Lending Library.
This will spread the library users on a bigger scale.
In the drawing below you can see how the members
of the Vancouver tool library belong to different areas
of the city, also with wide distance from the library.

8Km

5Km

2Km

To start with the Tool Library will be housed in a shipping container located in the yard of Swan Wharf in
Hackney Wick but can be moved to other location
when needed.
Swan Wharf kindly offers free space in their yard but
will only occupy the premises temporarily.*

Hackney Wick, Where the R-Urban Wick Tool lending
OLEUDU\ZLOOEHORFDWHGLQ6HSWHPEHU

9DQFRXYHU7RRO/LEUDU\0HPEHUV0DSSLQJ
-DQXDU\

* http://swanwharfproject.co.uk/
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REBUILDING CENTER
CENTRAL OHIO
The Tool Library, founded in 1976, is one of the oldest
and most established in the country.
Open to Franklin County homeowners, tenants, landlords and non-profit partners, they loan over 200
types and nearly 4,500 individual hand and power
tools to members providing them with the equipment they need for home repairs and community
revitalization. The Tool Library not only provides the
community with tools, but also access to a collection
of “How To” guides, videos and tutorials.*

NAME

Rebuilding Together Central Ohio
Tool Library

CITY

&ROXPEXV2+

HOURS

0RQ:HG
7KXUV
6DW

MEMBERS



TOOL TYPES



INDIVIDUAL TOOLS



MONTHLY LOANS

N/A

MEMBERSHIP TYPES

+RPHRZQHU7HQDQW/DQGORUG1RQ
SURÀW

REQUIREMENTS

7R TXDOLI\ IRU PHPEHUVKLS DQ
LQGLYLGXDO QHHGV WR OLYH LQ
)UDQNOLQ&RXQW\7KHSURJUDPLV
GHVLJQHG IRU KRPHRZQHUV  7HQDQWV DUH DEOH WR EHFRPH OLEUDU\
PHPEHUVDVZHOOEXWWKHLUSURSHUW\ RZQHU PXVW JLYH SHUPLVVLRQ
on their application. There are
QR LQFRPH UHVWULFWLRQV WR EHLQJ
D7RRO/LEUDU\0HPEHU

FEES

0HPEHUVKLSLVIUHHIRUJDV

TRACKING SYSTEM

Access database to track all of
WKH PHPEHUV DQG HYHU\ ORDQ $
UHSRUW RI HYHU\ ORDQ LV SULQWHG
& signed by the borrower. Using
the database and paper copies,
they are to track loans that are
out. Currently, they do not link
VSHFLÀFWRROVWRHDFKORDQ

FEE STRUCTURE

$5 per day late fee

PERIODS

 'D\/DZQPRZHUV *DV SRZHUHG
DXJHU5RWRWLOOHUV'D\V)ORRU
VDQGHUV OHDI EORZHUV  'D\V
(YHU\WKLQJHOVH

WEBSITE

http://www.rtcentralohio.org/
tool-library/

* ZZZIDFHERRNFRPSDJHV5HEXLOGLQJ7RJHWKHU&HQ-

WUDO2KLR"VN LQIR
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TOOL LIBRARIAN
Tool Librarian is tool lending library software that
tracks members, tools, and tool loans. Its thoughtful
design offers a startlingly clean and intuitive interface
which makes for easy training of volunteer librarians.
The Tool Librarian team is very focused on traditional
tool libraries, and currently does not provide support
for lending other types of items. If you are looking for
a very quick and simple, no bells and whistles system,
this may be the one for you.
Screens can be configured to remove several of the
fields shown in the DEMO below. This allows flexibility in meeting the needs of individual libraries.***

Though a number of tool libraries still use inventory
software that either very basic or was designed for
book libraries, the movement is definitely towards
online inventory services that are specially designed
for lending libraries. Two of these services have recently emerged as the leaders each with their own
benefits.

LOCAL TOOLS
Local Tools was the first service designed exclusively
for use with community lending libraries. It’s been in
active development since late 2009 and supports a
large host of features that include inventory, member,
loan and money management. Each of these modules
also include reporting and the ability to export the
library’s data. The system is designed to be flexible
enough to handle any type of lending library. Photos, PDFs, and basic information about each tool can
be entered into the system, and can be searched or
browsed via the web.
Local Tools is currently offered as a web-based service, the APIs will be opened soon, and the system
will be fully open sourced in the future.*

* KWWSZZZWRROOLEUDULDQFRP
** KWWSVJURXSVJRRJOHFRPIRUXP"KO
*http://localtools.org/

HQ
*%VHDUFKLQWRROOLEUDU\ZHVWSKLOO\WRROOLEUDU\
ZY.JU7)V2]5TP-
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WEST PHILLY
TOOL LIBRARY
The West Philly Tool Library loans tools to community
members so they can perform simple home maintenance, tend their yards and gardens, build furniture,
start projects, and learn new skills in a safe and affordable manner. We aim to be a community resource to
provide home owners, tenants, long-time residents,
and newcomers with the tools (and the knowledge to
work the tools) they need.
They currently have approximately 3500 tools and 1500
members. About one-half of our funding comes from
annual membership dues and late fees. *

NAME

West Philly Tool Library

CITY

:HVW 3KLODGHOSKLD3$

HOURS

0RQ7KXU
6DW

MEMBERS



TOOL TYPES



INDIVIDUAL TOOLS



MONTHLY LOANS



MEMBERSHIP TYPES

$QQXDO/LIHWLPHDGKRFRUJDQL]DWLRQDOPHPEHUVKLSV

REQUIREMENTS

RYHU\HDUVROGVKRZIRUPV
RI ,' VLJQ ZDLYHUV SURYLGH 
references

FEES

DQQXDO   WR  YROXQWDU\
VOLGLQJVFDOH

TRACKING SYSTEM

toollibrarian

FEE STRUCTURE

GD\WRRO IRU RYHUGXH LWHPV
including days that the Library
LV QRW RSHQ 0HPEHUV DUH ÀQDQFLDOO\ UHVSRQVLEOH IRU GDPDJHG
lost tools

PERIODS

GD\VDQGFDQEHUHQHZHGRQFHE\
FDOOLQJLQDGYDQFH

WEBSITE

westphillytools.org

NP

NP

NP

*http://westphillytools.org/about/

Philadephia, Where the West Philly Tool Library is
ORFDWHG1RYHPEHU
1DWLRQDO7RRO/LEUDU\*URXS

8

TOOL LIBRARY

CASE STUDIES

TECHNICALLY,IFIFYOU
YOUHAVE
TECHNICALLY,
HAVE
A FISCAL
SPONSOR,
A FISCAL
SPONSOR,
ALL DOALL DONATIONS
ARE
NATIONS ARE
ACTUALLY BEING MADE TO
TO THAT SPONSOR.

LENDING LIBRARIES CAN
LENDING
CAN
BE LIBRARIES
A BENEFIT TO
BE A BENEFIT
TOWOULD
BUSINESSES
THAT
BUSINESSES
THAT
OTHERWISE STAND THE
WOULD
MOSTOTHERWISE
TO LOSE. YOU
STAND
THE
MOST
TO
SHOULD WORK CLOSELY
LOSE.LOCAL
YOU SHOULD
WITH
BUSINESSES
WORK
CLOSELY
WITH
TO HIGHLIGHT THESE
LOCAL BUSINESSES
BENEFITS. TO
HIGHLIGHT THESE
BENEFITS.

THE FISCAL SPONSOR

THE SHARING ECONOMY

The West Philly Tool Library does have directors & officers insurance. It is a fiscally sponsored project of
the Greater Philadelphia Urban Affairs Coalition. We
pay GPUAC 8% of the revenue. In return, they provide with bookkeeping (having 2 paid staffers), D&O
insurance, liability insurance, and take care of all the
non-profit matters, In additioin the library benefits
from the good will that community members have
towards them.
West Philly Tool Library was decided to be formed
as a fiscally sponsored project of another nonprofit
early on when they priced out the cost of liability
insurance & it would have cost us several hundred
dollars per month ( around $500/month to insure
against members suing for negligence - loaned out
broken tools that they then used). The annual budget
is about $15k-$18k meaning 8% is about $1200.*
You should look for organizations whose mission may
echo your own and approach them about becoming your fiscal sponsor. Essentially, you’re asking to
become a project of that organization and so not all
organizations will be open to that. Fiscal sponsors
generally charge between 5-12% of all funding they
process. But you might get lucky and find an organization that prefers to just take you on as an essential
program and requests no fiscal sponsor fee at all.**

Won’t local rental shops and hardware stores be worried about a tool library?
Probably at first. And who would blame them? There
are a number of ways that you can establish productive relationships with local businesses to ensure that
the tool library’s benefits aren’t just limited to your
members. Since tool libraries generally motivate an
entirely new market of potential customers for these
local businesses, innovative business owners will immediately see the opportunity. Other owners might
need to see the program in action first.
How can you connect the tool library into the local
economy?
Tool drives, business groups, sponsorships, & community programming are all great avenues for community connection.***

*KWWSVJURXSVJRRJOHFRPIRUXP"KO HQ
*%VHDUFKLQWRROOLEUDU\FHQWUDORKLR
WRROOLEUDU\5&-]4(VOSZ&LXDE<HHJ-

*KWWSVKDUHVWDUWHURUJÀOHV+RZ7R6WDUW
a-Lending-Library.-Full-Packet.pdf

**KWWSVJURXSVJRRJOHFRPIRUXP"KO HQ
*%VHDUFKLQWRROOLEUDU\ÀVFDOVSRQVRU

**KWWSVJURXSVJRRJOHFRPIRUXP"KO

WRROOLEUDU\4Y.7FH*:D+<-D,X=&4-
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HQ
*%VHDUFKLQWRROOLEUDU\FRPSHWLWRUVWRROOLEUDU\
OS8&+N%L%YN+,-)*V,-
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NORTH PORTLAND
TOOL LIBRARY
The NPTL is dedicated to building community and fostering sustainability by providing FREE tools and the
power to use them.
The North Portland Tool Library (NPTL) is a community resource dedicated to building community and fostering sustainability by providing residents with tools
and the power to use them. They loan a wide variety
of tools to community members FREE of charge. The
NPTL benefits North Portland residents by reducing
the costs of maintaining and improving the places in
which we live, work, and play. The NTPL helps support
diverse, livable neighborhoods and fosters community pride.*

*KWWSVZZZIDFHERRNFRPSDJHV1RUWK3RUWODQG
7RRO/LEUDU\"VN LQIR
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NAME

North Portland Tool Library

CITY

Portland, OR

HOURS

6DW
7XH

MEMBERS



TOOL TYPES

N/A

INDIVIDUAL TOOLS



MONTHLY LOANS

N/A

MEMBERSHIP TYPES

/LIHWLPH

REQUIREMENTS

0HPEHUV PXVW UHVLGH RU RZQ D
EXVLQHVV LQ WKH VHUYLFH DUHD
DQGPHHWRWKHUUHTXLUHPHQWV

FEES

none

TRACKING SYSTEM

&XVWRP EXLOW DSSOLFDWLRQ XVLQJ
Microsoft Access

FEE STRUCTURE

/RDQV DUH IUHH KRZHYHU ODWH
IHHVPD\DSSO\LIWRROVDUHQRW
UHWXUQHGRQWLPH

PERIODS

GD\V

WEBSITE

www.northportlandtoollibrary.
org
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EST SIZED
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BETWEEN500-2,000
500-2,000
POUNDS.
POUNDS.
MAINTENANCE, FEES

LIABILITY

Regardless of the coolness factor of different tools, at
the end of the day, you need to have a collection that
meet the needs of your community both in scale and
scope. Luckily, this is always just an educated guess so
it should still be fun throwing the list together.
Make sure to broadcast your wish list broadly and pursue opportunities to partner with local organizations
or businesses for tool drives. In a couple of examples,
businesses have offered discounts during tool drives
for anyone making a donation.
Usually, this works out great for both the businesses
and the lending library, as well as the donors, who exchanged something they probably no longer need for
a sharp discount on something they do.
As you’re making up your acquisition and wish lists,
it’s also vitally important to take an item’s maintenance costs into consideration. As maintenance costs
vary greatly from tool to tool, you need to be careful not to spend your budget acquiring items that you
can’t afford to keep maintained. A broken tool is a useless tool and, if you can’t afford to fix it, you would’ve
been better off buying something else.
Finding the right balance between price of tool and
repair versus cost to the individual is delicate. In a
while it is possible to move away from some tools,
and consider floor sanders or paint sprayers for instance. Those are just too much trouble and investment for the return (and for the possibility of going
out once or twice and getting pinched). The case with
tile saws is similar. Sooner or later someone will try to
cut bricks with it, and quickly ruin a $450 tool.*

When it comes to lending libraries, liability is probably both the most asked about topic and the most
important. As discussed, these general guidelines are
no substitute for actual legal advice. They will, however, provide you with a starting point for your group
discussions and hopefully give you enough ammunition to hold the skeptics at bay until a proper lawyer
gives you the all clear.
Trying to secure insurance can be a little intimidating,
especially if your project doesn’t have a larger parent
organization. It can also be a little pricey, depending
on which policies you select. It should go without saying, however, that this isn’t the place to cut corners.
While we can provide you with a general overview
here, if you have any further questions, you should
contact an insurance agent or company directly.

* KWWSVJURXSVJRRJOHFRPIRUXP"KO

HQ

GB#!searchin/toollibrary
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WEST SEATTLE
TOOL LIBRARY

NAME
CITY

The West Seattle Tool Library is a community-led project to provide pay-what-you-can community access
to a wide range of tools, training, and relevant advice.
By providing this service, the West Seattle Tool Library
aims to inspire its community to participate in community projects, such as park restorations, and pursue sustainability through fun projects like backyard
gardens, home energy improvements, and water harvesting.
With almost 1000 members and growing, the West Seattle Tool Library has become one of the most successful community-led tool lending services in the
country.
In less than three years, the project has grown into a
community hub where people not only share tools,
but knowledge, support, and a thirst for neighborhood
improvements and sustainability collaborations.*

* http://wstoollibrary.org/about/
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West Seattle Tool Library
:HVW 6HDWWOH:$

HOURS

7XH
7KX
6DW
6XQ

MEMBERS



TOOL TYPES

hundreds

INDIVIDUAL TOOLS



MONTHLY LOANS



MEMBERSHIP TYPES

6WXGHQW6HQLRUORZLQFRPH5HJXODU/LIHWLPH

REQUIREMENTS

2YHUWZRIRUPVRI,'VLJQLQJ
ORDQ DQG PHPEHUVKLS DJUHHPHQWV
VRPHWRROVUHTXLUHVSHFLDODJUHHPHQWV HJ&LGHU3UHVV

FEES

\HDU UHFRPPHQGHG GRQDtions

TRACKING SYSTEM

http://localtools.org/

FEE STRUCTURE

5HFRPPHQGHG GRQDWLRQ UDQJH IURP
ZHHNVRRQWREHDGGLQJ
late fees.

PERIODS

GD\V

WEBSITE

http://wstoollibrary.org/
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Seattle. Where the West Philly Tool Library is
ORFDWHG
1DWLRQDO7RRO/LEUDU\*URXS

COMMUNITY BUILDING

SERVICE AREA

It’s a huge mistake to just start up your lending library
without community feedback or participation. By
putting the library together, you’re bound to create a
neat service. The key to creating an active community
around the project, however, is to make sure that everyone who uses it feels at least a little bit of ownership pride.
It’s not as simple as just giving others a tip of the hat
by thanking them for whatever they contributed to
the project. True communities are formed by those
who participate and, if your library is going to develop
that community, you need to invite your members to
drive the library forward. So don’t be afraid to lend
the reins to the membership. Invite participation
whenever possible, whether it’s in the planning, maintenance, outreach, or anything else.*

The map above plots the membership for the West
Seattle Tool Library from late 2011. It represents about
a 30mi radius (small percentage of outliers), though
the vast majority of the members are within a few
miles - and in or near “West Seattle” itself. Since then,
the membership has doubled, but there are also new
Tool Libraries nearby, and a couple more starting up.*

*KWWSVKDUHVWDUWHURUJÀOHV+RZ7R6WDUW
a-Lending-Library.-Full-Packet.pdf

*KWWSVJURXSVJRRJOHFRPIRUXP"KO HQ
*%VHDUFKLQWRROOLEUDU\VHUYLFHDUHDWRROOLEUDU\'RLLX(RN\J$$[HD%]K%]F-
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2SHQ:RUNVKRSVE\5KLDQRQ0RUJDQ+DWFKIRUWKH&LYLF8QLYHUVLW\
'HSDUWPHQWRI&UDIW,VVXHKWWSZZZFLYLFXQLYHUVLW\RUJ

OPEN WORKSHOPS LONDON
Create Space London HA9 6DE
Opened in 2012- still running

The Institute of Making UCL WC1E 7JE
still running

Create Space London is an independent artist led,
not-for-profit organisation. Artists, designers, crafts,
makers and hackers are all welcome. They provide
24/7 access and security, facilities in wood, metal,
plastics, framing & canvas stretching, screen printing,
ceramics, photography, computing, electronics & CnC
machining.

They describe themself as “a multidisciplinary research club for those interested in the made world:
from makers of molecules to makers of buildings, synthetic skin to spacecraft, soup to diamonds, socks to
cities. Annual membership of the institute is available
to all UCL staff and students.”
The MakeSpace is the workshop of the Institute of
Making, offering an exciting range of tools and machinery for members to use. Membership is open to
all students and staff of UCL. The space is available
to non-members through our public programme,
hosting masterclasses, workshops with guest experts,
maker residencies and curated opportunities to make,
break and repair everything from jewellery to robots.

Blackhorse Workshop E17 6BX
Opened in 2014 - still running
Blackhorse Workshop is a new public space dedicated
to making and mending, just half an hour from the
centre of London. They offer open access to a fully
equipped wood and metal workshop. Machinery support is on hand from highly skilled technicians, and
there you can build or fix anything from broken chairs
to theatrical sets, bikes and furniture – and where you
can grow your startup with the support of industry expertise and a community of makers. They run courses
and events, from basic DIY skills to the art of welding.

London Sculpture Workshop SE1 5SF
Founded in 2012 - still running
is the first, London based, not-for-profit, community
interest based company with exceptional facilities for
artists and those interested in making work in 3D. London Sculpture Workshop offers a superbly equipped
metal and wood workshop with additional mould
making and ceramic areas and over 1,500 sq ft of flexible working areas. In addition to major equipment
London Sculpture Workshop also provides a range of
both electric and hand tools and access to Personal
Protective Equipment for workshop users.

London Hackspace E2 9DY
Founded in 2009 – still running
The London Hackspace is a weel-known non-profit
hackerspace in London: a community-run workshop
where people come to share tools and knowledge.
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The Camden Town Shed NW1 9XZ
Opened in 2011 - still running

Pangea Sculptors’ Centre
2013 - still running

The Camden Town Shed opened in May 2011 and is the
first UK Shed started by its users. Its mainly equipped
for woodwork although we are keen to expand to include other activities. We have for example a kiln for
ceramics. Projects can be for individual or community
benefit, large or small, practical or artistic and almost
always reuse materials.

Provides access to high-spec, industrial standard, fully equipped workshops, flexible fabrication environments and more traditional-style studios. Members
will be able to work alongside other arts professionals
who specialise in a wide range of contemporary sculptural processes, encouraging informal mentoring and
the sharing of information and technical knowledge.

Rara E5 9ND
Still running

Remakery SE5 9HY
Still running_workshop to be opened in spring 2014

RARA is an open access workspace established in
Clapton, London. They provide long and short term
users with affordable space in which to do anything
and everything.
Use of RARA includes:
-workstations-storage
-large spill out space
-groundfloor shutter access
-a workshop with dust/fume extraction
-use of tools and equipment

The Remakery is a new co-operative workshop space
for making things from materials that were destined
for landfill. They provide affordable workspace and
access to materials. The Remakery is a 1,000m² space
between north Brixton and Camberwell. Formerly
a underground car park, it is in the process of being
turned into workshops, meeting spaces and associated facilities. The ability to hire the space will also be
made available from spring 2014.
Swan Wharf Workshop E3 2NQ
Opened in 2014 - still running

Makerversity WC2R 1LA
Opened in 2013 - still running

Swan Wharf workshop is a community workshop in
the heart of Hackney Wick. We offer bench space for
hire on a weekly and monthly basis. Situated in walking
distance of key suppliers such as Build Base, Screwfix
and Toolstation the workshop is ideally located in the
heart of Europe’s artistic community.
Key features include:
3-phase bench tools
24 hour key pad entry system
free parking
large stable doors for loading
cheapest rates

Makerversity is a work space for start-up making and
manufacturing businesses, and applied learning opportunities. They provide access to a range of fabrication and prototyping tools, spaces, event and learning
facilities.
Sugar House Studios E15 2QQ
Opened in 2012 - still running
Sugarhouse Studios is a studio and events space on
Stratford High Street, built and managed by Assemble.
The building combines space for private creative practice alongside wood and metal workshops, a kitchen
and bar and a flexible events and project space.

The Good Life Centre SE1 0QL
Opened in 2011- still running

South London Maker Space SE24 9AA
Opened in 2012 - still running

The Goodlife Centre is an independent learning space
situated in Waterloo, Central London. They offer practical boutique workshops in DIY, Home Maintenance,
Decorating, Upholstery, Woodwork & Carpentry, Furniture Upcycling & Restoration and various traditional
hand Crafts. The large ground floor studio is the ideal
environment for fast paced workshops and they offer classes all year to absolute beginners. New classes
added regularly.

South London Makerspace is a brand new social community workshop, run by it’s members who create
space for working on personal projects. The access to
the space is for members only, but everyone is welcome to visit. The workshop includes a wide range of
hand and power tools, including:
Band saw
Scroll saw
Chop saw
Pillar drill
Sanders, drills, jigsaws, circular saws
Hand saws, planes, screwdrivers, hammers, pliers,
snips, spikes, rulers
Power supplies
And the collection is growing all the time.

Assemble & Join SE1 7AB
2012 - Temporary workshops - Future openings announced on the website
Assemble & Join run community micro-manufacturing workshops that re-imagines the role a high street
can take within a community and in turn the role a
community can play in the way an area develops over
time.
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TOOL LIBRARY

SELECTED TOOL LIBRARIES
Rebuilding Together Central Ohio
www.rtcentralohio.org/tool-library/
West Philly
www.westphillytools.org
North Portland
www.northportlandtoollibrary.org
West Seattle
www.wstoollibrary.org

RESOURCES
Sharestarter
http://sharestarter.org/
Webinar
KWWSZZZQHZGUHDPRUJUHVRXUFHVZHELQDUVWDUWD
tool-library
National Tool Library Group - USA
KWWSVJURXSVJRRJOHFRPIRUXP"KO HQ*%IRUXP
toollibrary
How to start a tool lending library-Full packet
KWWSVKDUHVWDUWHURUJÀOHV+RZ7R6WDUW
a-Lending-Library.-Full-Packet.pdf

CONTACT AND WEBSITES
public works
The White Building
8QLW4XHHQV<DUG
White Post Lane
/RQGRQ((18.
PDLO#SXEOLFZRUNVJURXSQHW
R-Urban Wick
http://r-urban-wick.net/
R-Urban Wick
http://r-urban-tools.net/
Public Works
www.publicworksgroup.net
58UEDQ&RORPEHV
KWWSUXUEDQQHWHQVDPSOHSDJH

R-URBAN is a bottom-up strategy that explores the
possibilities of enhancing the capacity of urban resilience by introducing a network of resident-run facilities to cre- ate complementarities between key fields
of activity (economy, housing, urban agri- culture, culture). R-Urban initiates locally closed ecological cycles
that will support the emergence of alternative models
of living, producing and consuming between the urban
and the rural.
R-URBAN is supported by the EU Life + Programme of
environmental governance. The project partners are
AAA (coordinator) and the City of Colombes (for the
three pilot units) and public works, London.

