
2 The Wick #3, Summer 2013 3The Wick #3, Summer 2013 

Over the last year, founder of Frontside Gardens Andrew 
Willis has quietly developed the site of the old Bangla TV 
station into a complete skatepark with a minimum of fund-
ing and resources. He has made use of a network of personal 
contacts to build an awareness of materials that are available 
for re-use and apply his expertise in working with communi-
ties and volunteers to build the skate and BMX facilities.

The materials re-used for Frontside Gardens have come 
from many places. A temporary BMX exhibition in Dagenham 
provided some; top-soil is a readily re-purposed “waste”  
material Willis has acquired from local landscaping contrac-
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tors. Simply being able to pick materials up is an important 
factor in getting hold of them. At times people pay to take 
“waste” away, while on other occasions an exchange takes 
place, be it a financial purchase or an in-kind contribution. 

Frontside Gardens is also an LLDC Interim Use Pilot Pro-
ject. Leased on a short-term, renewable basis it is designed 
to test temporary uses that could inform what can be done 
on some of the vacant sites within Queen Elizabeth Olympic 
Park. In return for using the site, Frontside provides a com-
munity facility that develops good working relationships 
with a range of local groups. 

Tree Planter
The main structure 
of the planters is 
made out of off-cuts 
from the construction 
of the ramps. Metal 
signage—salvaged from 
the Parks department 
at St James’ Park—
helps to contain the 
soil. Drainage is 
controlled using
geotextile matting
from the temporary
Olympic Beach
Volleyball courts, 
and broken tiles from
the site itself. The
trees were donated
by the Hackney Tree & 
Plant Nursery.

Seats
Old chair frames from 
Townsend Tennis Club 
in St ALbans have 
been given a new 
life using reclaimed 
timber, which provide 
surfaces for sitting 
and leaning back.

(Deck) Chair
The same frames have 
been adapted and re-
fitted using old and 
damaged skateboard 
decks no longer 
suitable for skating.

Petrol Planter
This planter is 
assembled from 
surplus components 
sourced from 
neighbouring 
businesses. The 
planter trough 
itself is an old 
petrol tank, removed 
during conversion of 
vehicles to biogas 
in the garage next 
door to Frontside. 
The table is a re-
purposed cable reel 
from a BT supply 
depot across the 
street.

“Big Blue” Olympic Broadcasting Centre 
The YouthHUB, a collaboration between the Wick Award and the 
LLDC , will arrive on the Frontside Gardens site in the near 
future. It will re-purpose some re-fitted shipping containers 
formerly used on the Olympic site as part of the “Big 
Blue” Olympic Broadcasting Centre designed by Urban Space 
Management. The containers are LLDC assets leftover from the 
Games. The LLDC seek to re-distribute these assets, giving 
priority to local community projects, particularly those 
supported in some way by the LLDC. Visit www.urbanspace.com

The vision for the project is that the skatepark provides 
an anchor, activating the site while allowing other things to 
happen alongside it, such as the proposed YouthHUB, which 
will arrive on the site in the near-future. The YouthHUB will 
itself make use of re-fitted shipping containers; re-purposed 
fragments of the Olympic Broadcasting Centre that will nes-
tle alongside the skate ramps and self-built planters.

Timber
Some structural 
timber has been 
sourced via the 
LLDC, from temporary 
structures installed 
on the Olympic 
Park during the 
Games. Other comes 
from exhibition 
installations in 
nearby galleries 
that wasn’t longer 
required. A sensible 
re-use tactic is to 
try not to cut the 
timbers into shorter 
lengths, maintaining 
their future re-
usability.

Graffiti Wall
Plywood from the local 
waste management 
contractor is used to 
turn the inside of the 
site hoardings into a
canvas for graffiti 
artists.

67 Rothbury Road 
Frontside Gardens is located on the site of the old Bangla 
TV station at 67 Rothbury Road, Hackney Wick. The site is 
owned by the LLDC, who took ownership in March 2012 following 
the dissolution of the London Thames Gateway Development 
Corporation. As an Interim Use Pilot Project the site is  
being used to test strategies for other interim use sites 
within the Olympic Park. The site is also a source of a small 
amount of materials, such as the old tiles from the floor of 
the former TV studios which Andrew Willis removed and used as 
a drainage layer in his planters.

The Big Ramps
Frontside Gardens reclaimed 40 tonnes of timber from a BMX 
exhibition project in Dagenham—a temporary skatepark installed 
in a swimming pool—before it was demolished and replaced 
with a new facility. Due to the bespoke nature of the design 
and construction of the original ramps, the timber that was 
reclaimed was not wanted. Using additional waste materials 
collected from the Olympic site, the salvaged pieces were 
repaired and re-designed to build many of the ramps currently 
at Frontside Gardens. The original project was also a source 
of screws, which were removed when disassembling the ramps.

Site Partition
Exhibition boards 
formerly used 
in Giles Price’s 
exhibition “E20 12 
Under Construction” 
at the Crossing, 
Central Saint 
Martins, London, 
are re-purposed as 
a separating wall 
between the public 
part of the site and 
the private part used 
for storing materials 
awaiting re-use.

Ramps and Rails
Smooth granite 
off-cuts from a 
manufacturer of 
kitchen work-surfaces 
makes an interesting 
ramp surface, with 
planting added as an 
obstacle.

Metal sections 
from temporary Games 
structures on the 
Olympic Park have 
been re-purposed as 
rails, supported 
using timber also 
reclaimed from the 
Olympic site.

AT 

Website and Email
www.frontside.org.uk
contact@frontside.org.uk 

Access information:
Entrance to the site is on White Post 
Lane, only 100m from Hackney Wick station. 
Everyone must sign up to become a member, 
which is free. Under 18s need a signature 
from a parent/guardian. For opening times 
and further details visit: www.facebook.com/
FrontsideGardens.
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