
STITCHING
THE FRINGE
Working around the Olympic Park





 Looking ahead, the London Legacy Development 
Corporation will drive regeneration both on the Olympic site 
and in the fringe areas around it, charged by me to finish the 
transformation begun in the run-up to the Games and create  
a successful new district for east London. The work celebrated 
here is an essential foundation for this, both in the projects 
themselves, and in Design for London’s nimble, collaborative  
and flexible way of  working.

 Boris Johnson
 Mayor of  London
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Foreword
Mayor of  London

In the fifty years that preceded London’s Olympic preparations, 
the Lower Lea Valley had struggled with a difficult inheritance 
from a more industrial past, and decades on the margins. Right 
in the heart of  east London, it had become one of  our great city’s 
most physically fragmented, environmentally compromised and 
socially deprived districts.
 The Games have reversed that. When it re-opens,  
the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park will be a major new urban 
district, with generous new parklands and world-class sports 
venues, and up to 10,000 new homes and as many new jobs 
housed within the Park itself  and many more thousands of  each  
in the area around. 
 The communities surrounding the park site have always 
been as central to my legacy vision as the Park itself. For the 
Games to realise their real promise, Stratford, Hackney Wick 
and Fish Island, Bromley-by-Bow, Leyton and the areas around 
Hackney Marshes must grow and improve in parallel with those 
in the Park. These fringe neighbourhoods cannot feel like they 
are on the edge, looking across at something new. Instead they 
must be a central part of  the transformation, sharing their rich 
and intricate heritage and, in return, being nurtured by the epic 
events and investment on their doorstep.
My team of  place-shaping experts, Design for London, have been 
involved in every aspect of  the Lower Lea Valley’s transformation, 
and have helped to define the long-term strategy for the whole 
area. Most recently they have teamed up with the Olympic 
Park Legacy Company (now the London Legacy Development 
Corporation) to conclude some of  the essential projects ahead of  
this summer’s Games. I am delighted that the breadth and depth 
of  this work has been brought together in this publication. 
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The creation of  the Olympic Park has dramatically accelerated 
the regeneration of  the Lower Lea Valley. At its heart, the 
Olympic Park now has an unrivaled set of  world class venues, 
clean waterways and stunning parklands, while we have also seen 
change in the surrounding ‘Olympic Fringe’ neighbourhoods 
Now, with the Games nearly upon us, our legacy plans for the 
Park and the surrounding areas are further ahead than any 
previous Olympic host city.
 The new Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park – which 
will begin to open its gates from July 2013 – will combine lush 
parklands and waterways, new neighbourhoods and world 
class sports and entertainment venues. We want to draw on the 
unique character, energy and heritage of  the Lower Lea Valley 
and wider East London as well as the best elements of  London 
living. Our remit goes beyond the Olympic Park to support the 
rejuvenation of  the surrounding areas in order to spread the 
benefits of  the Olympic legacy.
 We want to make and remake connections between the 
Park and surrounding neighbourhoods, and help raise the social 
and economic chances of  people living in the host boroughs to 
those living in the rest of  London. For generations, a lack of  
investment and opportunities has made the Lower Lea Valley a 
tear in London’s urban fabric; the work in this book shows the 
excellent progress that has already been made to help stitch it 
back together. 
 The Legacy Corporation will continue to deliver the 
Olympic fringe projects begun by Design for London. They 
represent one part of  our work to support the neighbouring 
areas, so that the success of  the Olympic Park boosts and is 
boosted by the success of  the areas around it. With events, 
attractions and world class sporting venues for everyone to enjoy, 
together with the revival of  one of  the most exciting districts of  
East London, the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park will support 
future growth and success in East London.

 Andrew Altman
 Chief  Executive 
 London Legacy Development Corporation
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This publication is uplifting. It celebrates a catalogue of  
achievements; most in this catalogue would be modest as one-
offs, but as a collection they add up to a less modest, indeed 
breathtaking, achievement. This is an achievement that results 
from believing in the value of  being careful, even in an area 
of  dramatic change; the achievement results from an intense 
collaborative process, working with boroughs and developers, 
communities and businesses, landowners and politicians, to help 
ensure that the promise of  a good Olympic legacy is delivered, 
and that it unfolds in a way that strengthens and improves the 
special qualities of  what is already there.
 I am proud that Design for London, a small team at the 
Greater London Authority, has been welcomed in to the process 
of  change in this part of  our city. We have now been engaged in 
the Lower Lea Valley for a decade, helping steer development 
happening on an impressive scale and at a breakneck speed 
throughout this extraordinary locality.
 This little book collates for the first time Design for 
London’s particular roles and projects, and sets them in the 
context of  the larger story of  how this place has been evolving 
since the success of  London’s Olympic bid. Please enjoy this 
celebration of  a few chapters from that epic story.

 Mark Brearley
 Head of  Design for London 
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 Greater London
 Central London
 Lower Lea Valley
 Olympic Park

Moving East: Driven by the catalytic transformation of  the games 
site, the Royal Docks and Canary Wharf, London’s development 
is moving east and the Lower Lea valley is accommodating a 
significant proportion of  London’s growth.

1 
The Valley in the City 
—
The physical transformation of  the Lower Lea Valley is fundamentally shaped  
by the coincidence of  three particular conditions in this part of  London
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The tear in London’s fabric

The tear in London’s fabric: A tangled belt of  canals and 
railways, parkland and industry, the 1,500 acre swathe of  the 
Lower Lea Valley has always acted as a vast gulf, severing 
London’s eastern areas from the city.
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A new opportunity: The largest regeneration site in Europe 
and one of  London’s bravest urban projects, the London 2012 
Olympic and paralympic games have brought an unprecedented 
scale and pace of  development. This momentum can be 
harnessed to stitch the surrounding communities back together.



18—19
Valuing what is there
Capacity for growth 

More than any other inner London location, the Lower Lea Valley 
already has the space and the transport connections to sustainably 
accommodate new developments and new communities.

2 
Valuing what is there 
—
The Lower Lea Valley has special characteristics that provide a unique 
opportunity for London – these are the starting points for our work
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Landscape and waterways 

The peculiar ‘edge city’ beauty of  the Lower Lea Valley’s knot of  
parkland and extraordinary water spaces is increasingly appreciated.
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Creative and slack spaces 

Malleable landscapes, wide open spaces and the vacant relics  
of  industry provide a platform for creative inhabitation.
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Communities

This area of  east London is home to many different cultures and 
activities; the challenge is to ensure that they are part of  shaping 
the changes underway.
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Good Mix

Strategy highlights

-  Create three new town 
centres and strengthen 
existing centres

-  Establish ‘industry plus 
mix’ areas

-  Consolidate two major 
industrial areas

-  Focus new homes close to 
stations and town centres

The Lower Lea Valley has long been home to a rich diversity  
of  activities. Today the mix of  uses is being carefully recalibrated  
– industrial activity is being rationalised and focused on 
activities which support a sustainable London, and new urban 
neighbourhoods are being established on surplus industrial land. 

 New Centres

 Key existing Centres  

  Town Centre Uses 
including Commercial, 
Retail and Leisure

 Partial Town Centre Uses

  Potential Community 
Facilities

  Existing and Proposed 
Stations

  Strategic Employment 
Locations 

  Locally Significant 
Industrial Sites

  Industrial-led Mixed Use 
Areas

 Safeguarded Wharves 
Key existing Centres

Town Centre Uses including

Commercial, Retail and Leisure

Partial Town Centre Uses

Existing and Proposed Stations

Strategic Employment Locations

Locally Signi�cant Industrial Sites

Industrial-led Mixed Use Areas  

Location of SEL

Safeguarded Wharves

New Centres

Chrisp Street

Proposals
Mayor of London, 2007 2005 condition

Canning Town

West Ham

Bromley-by-Bow

Stratford

Leyton

Hackney Wick

Big Mix

3 
Steering Change 
—
Simple, clear and ambitious valley-wide spatial strategies were established by 
the Mayor of  London in 2007; our work has focused on delivering this vision 
piece by piece
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Infrastructure Networks

The ambitious programme of  creating new parks and 
transforming existing green spaces and waterways in the Lower 
Lea Valley has a key role in structuring the urban change to 
deliver sustainable and remarkable spaces. The 26 mile Lea 
Valley Regional Park is being extended to meet the Thames.

To structure the growth, a unique infrastructure is being made. 
The public transport network is being expanded, and a new 
network of  local links and public spaces is being woven.  
Stitching local communities to the investment in and around  
the Park.

Strategy highlights

-  18 new bridges over the 
waterways

-  Missing east-west routes 
for walking and cycling 
created, bridging the 
historic severence

-  New infrastructure to fill 
in the strategic Lea Valley 
north-south route

-  New and transformed 
pedestrian crossings over 
the A12 urban motorway

-  New entrances at 6 
stations; 4 new stations

Strategy highlights

-  Connect the 26 mile Lea 
Valley green corridor to 
the river thames with 
a new linear park along 
the river Lea - realising 
Abercrombie’s vision  
of 1943

-  Open up access to the 
rivers and canals

-  Create new long distance 
route linking Victoria Park, 
the Queen Elizabeth Olympic 
Park and Wanstead Flats

-  The Queen Elizabeth 
Olympic Park creates a 
visionary new public park 
which will anchor the future 
surrounding neighbourhoods  Existing Pedestrian 

Routes

 Existing Train Routes

 Existing Bus Routes

 Existing Roads

 Proposed Bus Routes

  Proposed Pedestrian/
Cycle Links

 Station

Water City: Network of 
Open Spaces in the LLV

  Existing Green Spaces 
and Green Links

  Potential New Green 
Spaces and Green Links

  New Open Spaces in 
Olympic Park

Pedestian Movement

Existing Train Routes

Existing Roads

Proposed Bus Routes

Existing Bus Routes

Proposed Roads

Station

Water City: Network of Open Spaces in the LLV

Potential New Green Spaces and Green Links
Existing Green Spaces and Green Links 

Green infrastructureConnectivity

Proposals
Mayor of London, 2007 2005 condition

Proposals
Mayor of London, 2007 2005 condition
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Design for London – and formerly, the Architecture + Urbanism 
Unit led by Richard Rogers – is a small multi-disciplinary team of  
architects, urban designers and landscape architects working for 
the Mayor of  London. It has worked to provide the missing link 
between fine-grain detail and the broader context of  development 
in this gold rush for the Games. Given the accelerated speed of  
development underway, Design for London has been working with 
an entrepreneurial spirit of  tactical intervention and jumping at 
opportunities to direct existing momentum towards something better 
– a pragmatic process of  “catch and steer”.
 Operating outside and increasingly inside the Olympic 
park to knit the pieces together, this tactical position has helped to 
join up a messy patchwork of  projects, while keeping the bigger 
picture in mind. The most important tool in all of  this work is 
the drawing of  the pieces. Through propositional mapping, with 
an understanding of  the existing context, Design for London has 
got under the skin of  the place to explore and reveal how it works 
physically, championing the subtle qualities often obliterated by 
the numbing colour-coded brush of  the planning machine.
 With proposals in the Lower Lea Valley assessed on a 
case-by-case basis, across four different boroughs and numerous 
statutory authorities, there has often been little thought for the 
overall picture – for how disparate projects are adding up to make 
a new piece of  city. Unlike other design watchdogs, which all too 
often wade in with a lack of  local understanding, too late to make 
a useful difference, Design for London has been there from the 
beginning, initiating discussions and stitching together key parties 
in a complex choreography of  stakeholders and budgets. 
 This work is by no means complete and the vast knowledge, 
expertise and vision now continues through the London Legacy 
Development Corporation. Moving at different speeds and 
with different roles and patchy levels of  influence, this approach 
brings an overarching view, navigating the convoluted quagmire 
of  political and administrative boundaries with agility. In both 
process and product, it is a task of  invisible mending.

4 
Project Directory 
—
By cataloguing the primary projects which Design for London have been 
involved with, this chapter provides a true snapshot of  the richness and 
complexity of  steering change in the Olympic Fringe



Stratford

Leyton

Hackney Wick

Hackney Marshes

Bromley-by-Bow

Masterplan

Public Realm

Green Spaces

Buildings

PROJECT TYPE
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Areas

Park Fringe – projects and areas Splice map of  projects within the  
Lower Lea Valley
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Leyton

Strengthening character

Severed from the Olympic Park by a gulley of  rail and road 
infrastructure, Leyton is a predominantly residential area, with  
a typical high street and a commercial centre of  big box sheds  
at Leyton Mills. It has a characterful grain of  streets of  
terraced housing, but these are increasingly being subdivided 
into flats, pushing families out of  the area and leading to rapid 
population turnover. 
 Work here has been focused on improving physical 
and visual connections between the station, High Road and 
Leyton Mills, providing a “front door” to the Olympic Park with 
new pedestrian links over the railway lines. Major public realm 
improvement projects are underway, which will see new green 
spaces, and a transformed High Street. The streetscape will 
benefit from new paving, street furniture and creative lighting 
being delivered by 2012. 
 Longer term plans will strengthen the character and 
viability of  existing neighbourhoods, using the redevelopment 
of  pivotal sites to knit together the existing fabric, anchored by 
Leyton’s established High Street and neighbourhoods.



 1  Northern Fringe 
Masterplan: A Fringe 
Masterplan focusing on 
long term redevelopment 
opportunities and shorter 
term connectivity and 
landscape projects. (Urban 
Practitioners with Maxwan)

 2  Marsh Lane- green space 
and access improvements: 
Proposals to increase 
usability and recreational 
value of the park; linking 
local neighbourhoods to 
the Lea Valley landscapes. 
(Kinnear Landscape 
Architects) 

 3  Abbots Park: Green 
space and community sports 
facility improvements 
in an important local 
park. (Kinnear Landscape 
Architects) 

 

 

 4  High Street Life: 
Strategy to celebrate and 
enhance character, quality 
and activity of existing high 
streets, with a focus on 
Leyton High Road (East)

 5  Leyton Links: Seven 
clusters of ambitious public 
realm projects along Leyton 
High Road which transform 
the High Road and improve 
connections to the Olympic 
Park for local communities. 
(East) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 6  Ruckholt Road Bridge: 
Refurbishment of existing 
sub-standard vehicular 
bridge and delivery of new 
pedestrian and cycle bridge 
to dramatically improve the 
quality of the links between 
Leyton communities and the 
Park, both during and after 
London 2012.  
 
 
 
 
 

 7  Ruckholt Road public 
realm project: First phase 
of the Leyton Links scheme, 
creating a distinctive public 
realm with new lamposts and 
surfacing materials along 
this major connection to 
the future Queen Elizabeth 
Olympic Park. 
 

 8  High Road Shop Fronts: 
Pilot project for High 
Street Life Strategy to 
deliver high quality design 
on local shop fronts - 
two parades of Victorian 
shopfronts have been 
transformed through a 
collaboration between the 
designers and shopowners. 
(East)

 
 

 9  Legible London signage: 
Implementation of Legible 
London signage across 
Leyton, as part of the 
coordinated wayfinding 
strategy. (City ID)

 

 10  Ruckholt Road environs:
Planting and landscaping, 
and creative signage and 
bespoke street furniture, 
to transform derelict 
ponds and scrub and 
create a special area at 
the interface between 
Leyton and the park. (East, 
Jonathan Cook Landscape 
Architect)

 

 11  Drapers Fields: 
Important entry point 
to the Olympic Park from 
Leyton. Redesign of the 
park to broaden its offer 
to local residents Includes 
a beach and play area, tree 
lighting and new pathways. 
(Kinnear Landscape 
Architects) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ROLE KEY
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Masterplan

Public Realm

Green Spaces

Buildings

PROJECT TYPE

 Funding, commissioning 
and delivery of capital 
projects. 

 Design Co-ordinator 
enabling and advising design 
integration of related 
projects.

 Statutory design officer 
providing design advice 
on mayoral planning 
applications.

Projects

 1

 8
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Hackney Marshes

Diversifying the Marshes 

The spiritual home of  Sunday league football, Hackney Marshes 
lies to the north of  the site, a green swathe between the River 
Lea and the Hackney Cut, bordered by the A12 to the south. 
The area has suffered in recent years from a lack of  sustained 
investment. Existing facilities were neglected and run down, in 
need of  repair or replacement, and with poor levels of  access 
into and across the site. Despite having this extensive landscape 
on their doorstep, Hackney Marshes was underused by local 
communities – the marshes came to life primarily on Sunday 
mornings when the football league teams would travel there 
from across London. 
 Work here has focused on unlocking the potential of  the 
Marshes through better provision of  a wider range of  facilities for 
all users – including the introduction of  new cricket pitches and  
a community hub building of  changing rooms with a public café. 
It was then key to stitch it more successfully into its surroundings 
 New entrances and an east-west route across the Marshes 
have been designed to improve accessibility, connecting it with 
neighbouring facilities – from Eton Manor and the new Velopark 
to the south-east, to Millfields and Lea Bridge Road to the north, 
as well as the Lea Valley Park beyond.
 An ecological landscape strategy, including the planting 
of  7,000 bulbs and 200 trees, aims to increase biodiversity, along 
with improved access to the water around the site. The scope also 
includes an upgrade of  Mabley Green to become a high quality 
neighbourhood park, including an upgraded landscape, new 
leisure facilities, community bike repair and play space.



 1  Millfields landscape 
Masterplan: Proposals for 
large underused public park 
included formal and informal 
sports areas, picnicing area 
and community facilities. 
Initiatives recognise 
importance of link to 
the Lea Valley. (Camlins 
Landscape)

2  Lea Bridge Masterplan: 
The masterplan in this 
important Lea Valley 
crossing point identified 
a coordinated approach 
to diverse opportunities, 
including riding stables, ice 
rink and golf course, future 
development potential and 
reinstated railway station. 
(Urban Practitioners) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 3  Cow Bridge: The existing 
bridge to Hackney Marshes 
northern changing pavilion 
rebuilt to provide vehicle 
access and improve 
wheelchair access.

 4  Cricket facilities: To 
further encourage more 
diverse use of Hackney 
Marshes, 3 Cricket pitches, 
nets, and a Cricket pavilion 
are being delivered with 
funding from the England 
Cricket Board, in response 
to local demographics.

 5  Eastern Fringe: 
Enhancement of the broad 
lush riverine woodland which 
forms the eastern edge 
of Hackney Marshes with 
new paths, benches, major 
planting and bird boxes. 
(Camlins Lanscape)

 6  North Marsh Pavilion: 
Cricket Pavilion and changing 
rooms to replace existing 
dilapidated facilities.

 7  North Marsh: 
Landscaping improvements, 
new paths and wayfinding 
to improve access to new 
changing rooms and the 
river. 

 8  Football pitches 
Redesign: improved drainage 
and new layout of the 88 
pitches on Hackney Marshes 
to create clearer public 
routes, junior pitches, 
show pitches and ability to 
rotate pitch use. (Camlins 
Landscape)
 

 9  Hackney Marshes 
Landscape Masterplan: Long 
term vision and scoping 
of landscape projects. 
The masterplan informed 
the first phase projects. 
(Camlins Landscape) 

 10  Hackney Marshes Centre: 
Major new facility for 
Hackney Marshes providing 
changing rooms, classrooms, 
offices, cafe and rooftop 
viewing terrace. Weathering 
steel and gabions respond 
to the landscape and 
industrial heritage. 
(Stanton Williams)

 11  Lea Interchange: 
Delivery of a new 
pedestrian and cycle route 
connecting the Olympic 
Park to Hackney Marshes 
alongside the River Lea, to 
avoid hostile A12 junction. 
(LDA Design)

 12  Homerton Entrance: 
Design scoping of new 
ramped structure providing 
accessible routes into 
Hackney Marshes and 
canal towpath. (Kinnear 
Landscape Architects)

 13  Mabley Green Landscape 
Masterplan: Strategy for 
longterm integration of 
formal sports pitches, 
play, planting and existing 
artworks into a more 
coherent configuration. 
(Camlins Landscape)

 14  Legible London: 
Implementation of Legible 
London signage across 
Hackney Marshes and 
Mabley Green, as part of 
the coordinated wayfinding 
strategy. (City ID) 

 

 15  Mabley Green changing 
rooms: New community 
changing rooms to serve 
floodlit all-weather football 
pitches on Mabley Green. 
Integration of a green 
roof, natural lighting and 
creative use of external 
brickwork. (5th Studio)
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1
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4
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3
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2

14

5
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9

12

ROLE KEY

 Funding, commissioning 
and delivery of capital 
projects. 

 Design Co-ordinator 
enabling and advising design 
integration of related 
projects.

 Statutory design officer 
providing design advice 
on mayoral planning 
applications.

Masterplan

Public Realm

Green Spaces

Buildings

PROJECT TYPE

Projects
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Hackney Wick and  
Fish Island

Balancing act 

A gritty industrial edge-land, Hackney Wick and Fish Island is 
sited between the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park and the newly 
upgraded Victoria Park. Bordered by the canal to the east and the 
hostile infrastructural barrier of  the A12 to the west, it is essentially 
an island site, cut off  from its surroundings and local centres such 
as Roman Road and Homerton.
 With its historic grain of  large scale workshops and 
industrial spaces – as well as a distinct feeling of  autonomy – the 
area has become an alternative cultural hub, home to one of  
the highest concentrations of  artists in Europe. However, this is 
a fragile ecology, all too easily steamrollered when development 
inevitably arrives. 
 Work here has focused on preserving and enhancing 
the character of  the area, giving it a robustness and resilience to 
survive the forces of  gentrification. Strengthening links between 
local artists, businesses and community groups and providing 
places of  exchange, projects try to make visible what is hidden 
beneath the skin of  the place.
 Public realm interventions use the skills of  local 
makers – including new and improved bridges, play spaces and 
roadway interventions – to help establish tangible signs of  the 
existing creative and economic activity in the area.
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Masterplan

Public Realm

Green Spaces

Buildings
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 1  Mabley Green Path Link: 
New connection that links 
Mabley Green changing rooms 
and sports facilities to 
Hackney Wick. 

2  A12 Undercrofts: Use 
of two undercroft spaces 
on either side of the canal 
to host a series of events. 
Provision of lighting, power, 
water and surfacing. Site 
of 2011 ‘Folly For a Flyover’ 
project. (muf, J+L Gibbons) 
 
 
 
 
 

 3  LBH Hackney Wick AAP:  
Area Action Plan by Hackney 
Council provides a statutory 
planning framework for 
development, and defines new 
conservation area. 

 4  Wick Green: Landscaping 
project reinstates local village 
green, providing new paths and 
planting. (muf, J+L Gibbons) 

 5  Gainsborough School 
Garden: Introducing a 
vegetable and fruit garden 
and childrens’ gardening 
workshops to a school 
playground. (muf,J+L Gibbons) 

 6  Gainsborough Play Tree: 
New play structure in 
Gainsborough school 
playground overlooking 
the Olympic site. (muf, J+L 
Gibbons) 
 
 
 
 

 7  Hackney streetscene: 
Local streetscape upgrade 
works by Hackney council, 
coordinated with overall public 
realm vision. 

 8  Brinkworth Way: Planted 
community orchard along well-
used local school route. (muf, 
J+L Gibbons) 

 9  Hackney Wick Sign: 
Reinstatement of the Hackney 
wick sign, designed and 
fabricated by a local artist. 
(muf) 

 10  Street Interrupted:  
A mature tulip tree planted 
in the road, new terrace 
and locally produced street 
furniture create a space that 
allows users to reclaim the 
street. (muf, J+L Gibbons) 
 
 
 
 
 

 11  ’Park to Park’ link: 
Streetscape upgrade works 
along key routes into the 
Olympic Park funded by London 
Thames Gateway Development 
Corporation. (Gillespies)

 12  ODA bridges: New bridges 
providing crucial post-games 
links into the Olympic Park 
from Hackney Wick and Fish 
Island. (Allies+Morrison) 

 13  Lord Napier Pub 
Development: Proposal to 
reopen the currently closed 
pub as a performance space 
and provide a building for new 
artist studios. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 14  Legible London Signage: 
Implementation of Legible 
London signage across HWFI 
and surrounding areas, as part 
of the coordinated wayfinding 
strategy. (City ID)

 15  90 White Post Lane: 
Planning application to build 
new workshops/studios with a 
restaurant at ground floor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 16  The White Building: 
Refurbishment of a historic 
canal-side industrial building 
into a public facing cultural 
hub. Building links between 
the creative community and 
local residents and raising 
the public profile of the area. 
(David Kohn Architects, muf) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 17  92 White Post Lane: 
Development of new canalside 
artist studios. (Baca) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 18  Hackney Wick Hub: 
Development around Hackney 
Wick Station with new station 
entrance and creation of a 
new local centre with a mix of 
residential and workspace. 
(Aecom)

 19  Green Infrastructure: 
Planting of meadowland and 
semi-mature trees that green 
the heavy infrastructure of 
the A12. (muf, J+L Gibbons) 
 
 
 
 

20  Monier Road: Narrowing the 
road to provide safety and 
accessibility for cyclists and 
pedestrians at key gateway 
to the Olympic Park. (muf, J+L 
Gibbons)

21  Dace Road: Streetworks, 
creative signage and lighting 
to highlight the special 
qualities of this conservation 
area. (muf, J+L Gibbons) 

22  Roman Road-Fish Island 
links: Scoping study of links 
that enhance movement 
and accessibility for the 
community along Roman Road 
to Fish Island and the Olympic 
Park (Witherford Watson Mann 
Architects) 

23  Wendon Street Workshops: 
Temporary artist-led 
youth engagement summer 
art school workshops, for 
two summers in advance of 
site redevelopment. (muf 
architecture/art) 

24  Roman Road Art Link: 
Development of artistic 
elements to strengthen 
the route from Roman Road 
communities to the Crown 
Close bridge and into the 
Olympic Park 

25  Fish Island area action 
plan: Area Action Plan by Tower 
Hamlets council provides a 
statutory planning framework 
for development, and sets out 
policies for industrial areas 
and the creative industries. 

 Funding, commissioning 
and delivery of capital 
projects. 

 Design Co-ordinator 
enabling and advising design 
integration of related 
projects.

 Statutory design officer 
providing design advice 
on mayoral planning 
applications.

ROLE KEY

Projects
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Bromley-by-Bow

Restructuring Infrastructure 

Sited to the south of  the Park, Bromley-by-Bow and Three 
Mills is one of  the most historic areas in the Lower Lea Valley, 
a fragmented tangle of  housing and industry, waterways and 
roads. It is also one of  the poorest, home to an expansive tract 
of  council estates.
 The challenge here is to forge a new town centre at this 
chaotic intersection of  infrastructure, reconnecting disparate sites 
and improving access from existing communities to Bromley-by-
Bow station and new amenities.
 Development is focused on a number of  key sites, 
including St Andrew’s Hospital where a model of  high density 
family housing has been realised and a new supermarket is 
proposed. The latter will not be a standalone shed, but integrated 
into the high street, as well as providing a new primary school 
and public park east of  the A12.
 Work includes improving links across this busy trunk 
road, essential to ensure that the existing communities to the 
west are able to fully access and benefit from the new facilities 
to the east. Across the canal, the careful redevelopment of  the 
Sugar House Lane Conservation area is focused on retaining the 
existing qualities of  the industrial workshops and yards.
 A series of  north-south links are gradually being realised. 
Most significant is a series of  projects to create a new spine 
between Bromley-by-Bow and the Park at Pudding Mill. New 
cycle and pedestrian routes to the River Lea are part of  the Lea 
River Park project, stitching the ‘Fatwalk’ into the fabric of  the 
Lea Valley and also improving access to the network of  green 
spaces further up the valley.
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Bromley-by-Bow
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PROJECT TYPE

 Funding, commissioning 
and delivery of capital 
projects. 

 Design Co-ordinator 
enabling and advising design 
integration of related 
projects.

 Statutory design officer 
providing design advice 
on mayoral planning 
applications.

ROLE KEY

 1  Pudding Mill Lane Station: 
Initiated review process 
which led to the full redesign 
of the new station building, 
resulting in a highly successful 
proposal which draws on 
the industrial heritage of 
the area. (Weston Williamson 
Architects). 
 
 
 

 2  Greenway Ramp: Design 
options scoping for 
replacement pedestrian 
and cycle connection from 
Greenway to Pudding Mill Lane. 
 
 
 
 
 

 3  Fatwalk. Ramp and 
Groves Bridge: A wheelchair-
accessible ramp along the 
historic towpath completing 
part of a link which will 
ultimately stretch from Three 
Mills Green into the Olympic 
Park. (5th Studio) 

 4  SugarHouse Studios: 
Established temporary 
community workshop project 
and cinema in and existing 
building on Sugar House Lane. 
(Assemble) 

 5  Three Mills Studios: 
Scoping study for design 
options to consolidate studio 
activies (Allies + Morrison) 

 6  Bromley-by-Bow 
Masterplan: Adopted 
Supplementary Planning 
Document providing a 
coordinated spatial strategy 
for Bromley-by-Bow (Urban 
Practitioners + East) 

 7  Bromley-by-Bow North: 
Planning application for 
a major residential-led 

development including 
workshops and a vehicular 
bridge across the canal (John 
Thompson Architects) 

 8  SugarHouse Lane Land 
Use and Design Brief: 
Award-winning brief for mix 
of land uses, retention of 
existing spatial qualities and 
creative industries to inform 
proposed development. (Urban 
Practitioners, Landholt and 
Brown, Stephen Taylor) 

 9  SugarHouse lane 
Conservation Area: Creation 
of a conservation area to 
ensure that the industrial 
heritage of Sugar House Lane 
will be integrated into future 
development. 

  10  Strand East: Design 
advisors to the planning 
authorities on the 
redevelopment of Sugar House 
Lane by InterIKEA. 

  11  Fatwalk. Three Mills Green 
Edge: Creation of a new active 
canal-side landscape at Three 
Mills Green, incorporating 
table tennis tables, picnic 
tables, petanque and play. 
(5th Studio) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  12  Lea River Park Strategy: 
Strategy creating a new park 
as the spine of regeneration 
in the Lea Valley from which 
new development can be 
established. (5th Studio) 
 
 
 
 
 

  13  Three Mills Green: Part 
of the Lea River Park, 
transforming a non-descript 
and underused open space 
into a rich landscape 
supporting a range of 
activities. (Churchman 
Landscape) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  14  Bromley-by-Bow Tesco: 
Major redevelopment 
contributing to the new 
town centre, incorporating 
an enlarged supermarket, 
primary school, public park, 
hotel, Idea Store, 700 new 
homes and a crossing to link 
this island site to Bromley-
by-Bow. (Collado Collins 
Architects) 

  15  Bromley-by-Bow Station: 
Redesign of underground 
station at Bromley-by-Bow to 
improve accessibility. (TMA) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  16  St Andrews: Exemplary new 
800-unit housing development 
with DfL as the design client 
throughout project initiation 
and delivery. (Allies+Morrison, 
Glenn Howells, Maccreanor 
Lavington) 

  17  Bromley-by-Bow South 
East Quadrant: Spatial study 
examining principle routes and 
building form for this land-
locked development site. (5th 
Studio) 
 

  18  Fatwalk: Twelve Trees lift: 
A new public lift and stair 
linking a listed bridge to the 
towpath level to complete the 
connection to the Fatwalk and 
beyond. (5th Studio) 

  19  A12 Connection Study: 
Study to increase pedestrian 
and cycle connectivity on and 
across the A12. (Peter Brett 
Associates) 

20  Gillender Street: Proposal 
for a major new development 
at this pivotal canal-side 
site. (Allies + Morrison) 

21  Fatwalk: Major new spine 
connecting the Olympic Park 
to the Thames ‘completing’ 
the last two miles of the 
26-mile Lea Valley Park. (5th 
Studio) 

22  Fatwalk Poplar Bridge: 
Bridge which connects Tower 
Hamlets and Newham and 
completed link to the River 
Thames. (5th Studio) 
 
 
 

23  Fatwalk: A13 Connector: 
Public walk way along the 
historic bridge under the A13. 
(5th Studio) 

24  Abelfeldy Estate Renewal: 
Ambitious project to invest in 
this existing deprived estate 
with new homes, community 
facilities and open space. 
(Levitt Bernstein, Macreanor 
Lavington) 
 
 
 

Projects



50—51
Project Directory
Stratford

Stratford

Catch and steer 

Stratford is the closest town centre to the Park and the key regional 
and international transport hub for the area. As a result, it has 
become the subject of  a rampant wave of  speculative development, 
fuelled by the promise of  regeneration following the games, its high 
street peppered with plans for vast residential towers – many of  
which are built or under construction – adjacent to existing council 
estates and terraced housing.
 There is much of  value in the historic fabric of  the town 
centre, but it is inward-facing and severed by a congested gyratory 
road system. Fronted by a fractured grain of  service entrances and 
car parks, there a lack of  public green space and a clutter of  street 
furniture, wayfinding devices, public art and memorials.
 Work here has been a process of  “catch and steer”, tweaking 
developments to try and join them up into a more coherent whole, 
with an emphasis on enhancing the public realm between sites and 
preserving key pedestrian routes through the area to encourage 
better integration between communities.
 In parallel with this, projects to dramatically improve the 
quality of  Stratford’s public spaces will be completed in time for 
the Games. Investment has focused on Meridian Square and 
Stratford High Street, the gateways to Stratford City and the Park, 
to improve connectivity and establish an overall coherence to the 
new environment resulting from the growing community. Works 
have included decluttering, new green spaces, new pavement 
surfaces, street furniture and new lighting schemes, as well as 
integration of  creative elements.
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Stratford
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 Funding, commissioning 
and delivery of capital 
projects. 

 Design Co-ordinator 
enabling and advising design 
integration of related 
projects.

 Statutory design officer 
providing design advice 
on mayoral planning 
applications.

ROLE KEY

 1  2-12 Stratford High 
Street: Residential-led 
scheme including 37-storey 
tower. (Jestico + Whiles) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 2  Stratford High Street 
public realm: Part of the 
High Street 2012 initiative, 
this major transformation 
of Stratford High Street 
creates a coherent setting 
for all redevelopment 
projects along its length. 
(Aecom) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 3  Bow Riverside: New 
pedestrian and cycle 
cantilevered towpath 
and bridge provides a 
key strategic link in wider 
network. It won the London 
Cycling Award 2011 (Adams + 
Sutherland) 

 4  Stratford Edge: 
Revisions to façade design 
and integration of artwork 
investigated in the context 
of permitted residential 
development project. 
(Broadway Malyan) 

 5  Greenway landscaping: 
ODA competition won by this 
strategy of reusing Olympic 
demolition waste and native 
species to re-landscape 
the greenway. (Adams + 
Sutherland, Jonathan Cook)

 6  150 Stratford High 
Street: Residential 
development including 
42-storey tower. (Stock 
Woolstencroft, AHMM) 

 7  166 Strtaford High 
Street: Application to 
increase the height of 
tower to 26 stories after 
construction started. (Stock 
Woolstencroft) 

 8  Rick Roberts Way: Housing 
development incorporating 
family town houses. (Stock 
Woolstencroft) 

 9  Stratford Metropolitan 
Masterplan: Strategic vision 
and project scoping for 
Stratford and its hinterland. 
(Urban Initiatives) 

  10  236-252 Stratford 
High Street: Residential 
development incorporating 
high levels of family and 
affordable units and 
communal gardens. (Stock 
Woolstencroft) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  11  Duncan House: Proposed 
residential tower framing 
key route into the Park 
incorporating new PCT health 
centre. (Broadway Malyan) 

  12  Carpenters Estate 
Masterplan: Masterplan 
to redevelop the Estate, 
retaining many existing 
units whilst incorporating 
new routes and new garden 
square. (Urban Practitioners, 
Stephen Taylor) 

  13  1a Lett Road: Residential 
development completed in 
2010 (Proctor and Matthews) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  14  St Johns Tower: Design 
assessment resulting in 
refusal of proposal through 
planning appeal process.  

  15  High Street 2012:  
A series of public realm 
projects and initiatives along 
the A11 linking Stratford to 
Aldgate. (Fluid) 

  16  Stratford High Street 
DLR Station: Incorporation 
of new entrance via one of 
the few retained historic 
buildings on the High Street. 
New station opened summer 
2011 (McAslan Architects) 

  17  Stratford Town Centre 
Masterplan: Strategy 
illustrating how Stratford 
Town Centre should 
take advantage of the 
Olympic opportunities and 
pressure for change. (Urban 
Practitioners and Stephen 
Taylor) 

  18  Olympian Tower: 
Residential led mixed use 
development adjacent to 
Stratford Transport Hub. 
(Allies + Morrison) 

  19  Broadway Chambers: 
Proposed Development 
of gateway site with two 
towers: one oriented towards 
Stratford City and the other 
towards the historic Town 
Centre. (Allies + Morrison) 

20  Meridian Square: Project 
to reconfigure the public 
space linking the station, 
bus station and new stepped 
entrance to Westfield. 
Primary arrival point for 
visitors during the Games and 
afterwards. (Studio Egret 
West) 
 
 
 

21  Stratford Kiosks: Design 
competition to deliver new 
kiosks outside Stratford 
Station to consolidate 
existing facilities and improve 
arrival experience (Studio 
Octopi) 

22  Stratford Town Centre 
Shopping Mall: Scheme to 
redevelop shopping mall with 
open streets and residential 
above retail; prior to change 
in ownership. (Broadway 
Malyan) 

23  Stratford Town Centre 
public realm: Comprehensive 
transformation of tired 
public realm. (Studio 
Egret West) 

24  57 Broadway: Mixed use 
courtyard scheme integrated 
within urban fabric.

Projects
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A quality benchmark 

Leyton Links

Hackney Marshes Centre

White Building

Hackney Wick Public Realm

Three Mills Green

Lea River Park

5 
Selected Projects 
—
This chapter showcases a number of  key projects now nearing completion, where 
Design for London/the London Legacy Development Corporation has both 
provided funding and played a central role steering the vision and designs. These 
projects are the successful outcomes of  close collaborations over a number of  
years with public bodies, design consultants and communities. We hope they will 
help to set a benchmark for future interventions to stitch the Queen Elizabeth 
Olympic Park into its Fringes
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Leyton Links

Leyton Links

Architect: East

Budget: £8m (£2m Design for London/LLDC)

Project Start: Winter 2009

Start On Site: Spring 2010

Project Completion: Summer 2012

The stretch of the High Road defined by 
this project is uniquely bookended by two 
generous green spaces. A collection of 
Victorian civic spaces are gathered mid-way 
between these green spaces - the Town 
Hall, Library and formal Coronation Gardens.
The project does not seek to deliver a 
uniform scheme along the entire High Road, 
but identifies a series of key moments 
for special treatment. Recognising the 
contribution these moments can make to 
the use and enjoyment of public space.
Investment has been focused on ambitious 
proposals which transform these key 
locations, underpinned by the general 
upgrade of existing street furniture, 
wayfinding and street materials across 
the full extent of the area.

1.  A ‘special’ and ‘sensible design strategy for 
Leyton Links, connecting key local assets or 
green spaces

2.  Proposals for special projects along the 
High Road

3.  Early sketch proposals at Coronation Gardens
4.   Early sketch proposals at Grange Park 

Road Junction
5.   Leyton shop fronts and public realm

1. 2.

3.

4.

5.
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Leyton Links

The proposals build on the existing vitality and character 
of the High Road, improving shop frontages and lighting 
special features along the High Road including the 
old Town Hall and avenues of trees heightening their 
contribution to the everyday experience of the High 
Street. In addition the proposals aim to improve 
the connections and perception of the proximity to 
the adjacent Lea Valley landscapes and the Olympic 
Park, which are currently very cut-off from Leyton’s 
residents. This includes the reworking of the primary 
routes linking Leyton Station to the park.

The Leyton bird-boxes sign is a prominent 
element located to reassure visitors they 
are in the right place, and at the edge if the 
Lea Valley. The sign is designed to recognise 
the beauty and identity of this important 
space, and provide a new front door to 
Leyton. The untreated larch timber letters 
are subtly lit at night, while specific nesting 
bird boxes fixed to rear, the sign can be 
enjoyed from all directions.

1.  Tree lights at major green spaces along  
the High Road

2.  Leyton bird-boxes sign
3.  Leyton bird-boxes sign
4.  Bespoke Granite Curbs at Drapers Fields

5.  Winner’s seat overlooking the Olympic Park 
at a new pedestrian bridge

6. New bridge parapet cladding over the A12
7.  Leyton Mills new access steps and ramps, 

include small ‘Olympic Souvenirs’
8.  Leyton Mills new access steps and ramps, 

include small ‘Olympic Souvenirs’
9.  Sidmouth Park new entrance gate and 

signage

4.

1.

5.

2. 3.

6. 7.

8.

9.
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Hackney Wick Strategy

Hackney Wick Strategy

In Hackney Wick a public realm strategy was developed 
with two strands: to promote the area’s identity as an 
emerging hub for culture and arts, and to create and 
strengthen links between existing and new communities. 
The approach included mapping existing artist studios, 
businesses and community infrastructure; the delivery 
of carefully selected interventions in the public realm on 
key routes linking existing residents with new bridges to 
the Olympic park, and activating these spaces through 
an ongoing community programme including a summer art 
school, play mornings, school gardening workshops.

The enhancement of Hackney Wick is resolutely local in its 
intent and process. As part of the public realm design 
process, a directory was produced which locates and 
describes all the businesses working in Hackney Wick – 
a hitherto unappreciated resource whose constituent 
businesses are now being commissioned for these Olympic 
related projects. This direction has been named ‘Made In’.

Architect: muf and J+L Gibbons

Budget: £2.2m

Project Start: Summer 2009

Start On Site: September 2010

Project Completion: June 2012

‘Street Interrupted’

1.  Early Public realm strategy
2.  HWFI as the link between Queen Elizabeth 

Olympic Park and Victoria Park
3.  Made In Hackey Wick Map showing all local 

businesses

1.

2.

3.
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Made in Hackney Wick

HWFI Public Realm Strategy

The ‘Made in’ Hackney Wick
approach is best demonstrated
at Street interrupted. it
includes locally produced
terrazzo made from demolition
rubble, from the aggregate
company just around the block.
This is at the front of the units
of Oslo house, a converted
industrial building including
the local hackney Pearl café/
restaurant venture and See
Studios gallery. The terrace is
part of a new streetscape which
claims the space of the road as a 
public landscape, abruptly closing 
it to traffic by planting a huge 
mature tulip tree into the road. 
This space is framed by a new 
‘generous’ wall which integrates 
a small herb garden for the 
restaurant to use, tended with 
the help of local schoolchildren.

Other projects that are part
of the ‘Made in’ strategy
include an edible orchard that
schoolchildren can eat from on
their way to school, planting of
mature trees along the A12, a 
new wall in the conservation area 
at Dace Road built by students 
from the local Hackney Community 
College, a refurbished wick village 
green with inclusive play and 
events spaces under the A12 
motorway flyover.

1. Street interrupted before works
2.  New events stage at the Eastway A12  

undercroft
3. The tulip tree, street interrupted
4. Refurbished new Wick Village green
5.  Dace road low wall built by Hackney 

Community College students
6.  Gainsborough school playtree
7. Edible orchard on brinkworth way
8. The completed scheme

1.

8.

2. 3.

4.

5.

6. 7.
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The White Building

The White Building

In 2010, David Kohn Architects with Michael 
Pawlyn’s Exploration Architects won Design 
for London’s design competition to convert 
The White Building from a derelict industrial 
printworks into an arts and cultural centre. 
The challenge was for young architecture 
practices to come up with ideas to 
transform this historic canal-side building 
next to the Olympic Park and secure 
a change of use through planning. Muf 
architecture/art are the architects for 
the canalside space as part of the public 
realm strategy.

The White Building cultural hub is an initiative 
born out of the need to give the artistic 
community a public face and to provide a 
place where local residents, artists and 
visitors can connect. An old industrial 
printworks has been brought into reuse as 
the canalside is opened up to the public to 
provide a shared place for performance, 
workshops, growing and relaxing. Visitors 
can arrive by foot, bicycle, public transport 
or by boat and a permanent hire/events 
space and a new café brings a diverse 
range of people to the hub. Profit from 
the hires and rentals is put back into the 
project’s outreach programme focusing 
on art, technology and sustainability. An 
on-going school outreach programme with 
primary and secondary schools in the area 
will strengthen links between the local 
residential and artistic communities.

Architect: David Kohn Architects

Canalside Architect: muf architecture/art

Budget: £500,000

Project Start: June 2009

Start On Site: February 2012

Project Completion: April 2012
1. Before
2.  The event space provides views out to  

the park and venues
3.  Visualisation showing canalside activity 
4.  Refurbished ground floor interior
5.  The canalside provides a shared space  

for people to enjoy

2.

1.

3.

4.

5.
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Lea River Park

The Lea River Park strategy won an 
International Urban Landscape Award for its 
vision for six new parks in the valley south 
of the Olympic Park. It realises Patrick 
Abercrombie’s ambition contained within the 
1944 London Plan envisioning the Lea as the 
spine of regeneration in the east, creating a 
cohesive link from the Thames to the Olympic 
Park via a network of large open spaces for 
current and future developments.

The Fatwalk towpath connects the Lea’s source 
to the River Thames and is so called due to its 
generous width and activity programme. It is 
a route that connects these elements while 
delivering path infrastructure, land access 
rights, landscaping, mitigating levels and a 
walkway through a 100-year-old bridge. These 
are required to complete the 42-kilometre (26-
mile) meandering route.

Fatwalk

Architect: 5th Studio

Budget: £16m

Project Start: 2007

Project Completion: July 2013

1.  The Lea River Park Strategy connecting the 
Thames to the Park won the International 
Urban Landscape Award for Strategy in 2010

2.  Twelve Trees lift will connect two otherwise 
separate pieces of infrastructure to unify 
the towpath and complete the link

3.  Poplar Bridge connects Newham to Tower 
Hamlets links the DLR to existing communities 
and forms a vital part of the Fatwalk link to 
the Thames

4.  Bow Underpass designed by Adams and 
Sutherland and delivered in 2011 won the 
London Cycling Awards 2011

1.

3.

2.

4.
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Three Mills Green

Three Mills Green

Three Mills Green is the first park of the Lea River Park. 
It provides a new high quality neighbourhood park for 
the existing communities and for future residents in an 
area with a growing population. The design expresses the 
islands’ island nature whilst incorporating linkages across 
the island. Part of the route from the Olympic Park to 
the Thames, the Fatwalk, forms the western edge, an 
active path of patanque, play, picnicing and ping pong. 
The park creates a specific moment along the walk, the 
disc at the centre creates the sense of spaciousness 
and is able to host sports and events fronting the 
south facing terraced landscape. The contours of 
the landforms provide a playable planted landscape, 
integrating many intriguing historical objects discovered 
during construction.

The playable planted landscape was developed by 
architects ‘We made That’ who won the commission for 
the project called ‘Welcome to the Wild Kingdom’. This is 
a place where nature and play conjoin: where trees swing 
above the ground and blossoms bend to make shelter. 
Nestled between the new land forms of Three Mills Green, 
lies a bizarre and fantastical landscape of play. Through 
opportunistic insertions, realms of exploration, of 
adventure, of creativity and of calm are produced.

Three Mills Green Landscape and Masterplan

Architect: Churchman Landscape Architects

Budget: £1.1m

Project Start: 2009

Start On Site: September 2010

Project Completion: April 2011

Three Mills Green Playscape

Architect: We Made That

Budget: £110,000

Project Start: 2011

Project Completion: August 2012
1.  Three Mills Green before works started.
2.  Three Mills Green with the Park in the background.
3.  Three Mills Green completed.
4. Completed Green.

5.  Playable landscape. 
6.  Playable landscape.
7.  Three Mills Playspace a Forest of Perfect Mis-fits.

1.

2. 3.

4.

5.

6.

7.
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Hackney Marshes 

© Stanton Williams 2009

Design & Access Statement 4.0 Design proposals

First Floor

Café/Restaurant & Kitchen
The first floor café space is physically, visually and spatially linked to the ground floor 
reception area with a central double height space, accommodation stair and 
gallery. The café is proportionally a linear space offering panoramic views towards 
the playing fields and show pitch. Flexible partitions at the northern end will allow 
expansion of the café seating area at busier times. The café is directly linked to a 
servery and associated kitchen spaces. A full catering provision and licensed bar is 
envisaged.

Terrace
The café is linked directly to the external terrace. Similar to the café, it is a linear 
space with direct views to the playing fields.

Perspective view of the cafe terrace overlooking the playing fields

 Hackney Marshes  Masterplan • Draft  page 24

Illustrative perspective of activities along and in the river 

At first glance Hackney Marshes resembles 
a monoculture of football pitches. This 
Landscape masterplan however recognises 
the potential for greater diversity – 
enhanced biodiversity and a greater mix of 
activities and users - both within existing 
sporting areas and within the marsh edge 
landscapes. The proposals respect the 
scale and character of Hackney Marshes’ 
open spaces and where possible respond 
with some exuberance to the long vistas 
and wide panoramas. These result, in for 
example the ‘Hackney 1k’ – a straight one 
kilometre strip defined by the new layout of 
the football pitches reinventing a historic 
route and encouraging informal games. Two 
waterways with their attendant and differing 
vegetation define Hackney Marshes. The first 
phase of works focused on enhancing these 
landscapes for a wider range of visitors with 
new paths, benches, upgraded bridges and 
wayfinding, as well as major areas of tree and 
shrub planting and new bird and bat boxes.

Landscape Architect: Camlins Landscape

Budget: £8m (£2m Design for London)

Project Start: 2007

Start On Site: Autumn 2010

Project Completion (first phase): Spring 2012

1.  Hackney Marshes illustrative 
landscape masterplan. 

2.  Illustrative view of activities taking place 
along and in the river. 

3.  View of area of new planting - first phase  
of delivery of biodiversity enhancements.

4.  Early sketch of Hackney Marshes Centre.
5.  Early sketch of view from cafe.
6.  The Hackney Marshes Centre.

2.

3.

1.

4.

5.

6.

Architect: Stanton Williams

Budget: £5m (£1m Design for London)

Project Start: 2008

Start On Site: Summer 2010

Project Completion: Summer 2011
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Selected Projects
Hackney Marshes

The new Hackney Marshes Centre not only 
replaces existing changing facilities for 
Hackney Marshes, but has also been designed 
to encourage and support a much wider 
range of activities on the Marshes, such as 
summer sports, community, education and 
nature related activities.

The Hackney Marshes Centre reinforces the edge of the 
landscape of the playing fields, creating a threshold for 
visitors to enter the marshes and screening the car park 
behind. The cor-ten weathering steel and gabion walls 
are able to resist vandalism, essential in this isolated 
location, but also reference the industrial vernacular 
of the Lea Valley. The changing rooms are on the ground 
floor. On the upper floor the accommodation responds 
to the panoramic views towards the playing fields and 
the new show pitch provides the orientation for the 
café and terrace; and the classrooms for educational 
and community groups are located at the north oriented 
towards the coppice of trees and River Lea.

1.  View of entrance and café.
2.  Early sketch of view from café.
3.  Gabion-walled changing room.
4.  Cor-ten cladding panels and mesh window opening.
5.  Sports fields directly in front of the centre.
6.  Landscaped approach.

1.

2.

4.

3.

5.
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