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Foreword
The London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games project has incorporated arts and culture initiatives into the heart of 
the Olympic Park right from the start, creating an international benchmark for future Games.

The Olympic Delivery Authority’s (ODA’s) programme of permanent commissions has been integrated into the high-
quality British architecture, design, construction and engineering of the Olympic Park. A diverse range of projects have 
been developed over the last two years. These range from bridges and underpasses designed by artists, to security 
fences, planting schemes, large-scale facades, as well as artist-led community projects in the six Host Boroughs  
(Barking & Dagenham, Greenwich, Hackney, Newham, Tower Hamlets and Waltham Forest). These projects 
demonstrate the ingenuity and imagination that artists have brought to the look and feel of the Park. 

By integrating arts and culture into the public spaces around the Park, our aim is to achieve a unique area that will give 
existing local communities a sense of ownership, attract new businesses and create an area where new communities will 
want to live, as well as make east London a world-class visitor destination. 

The ODA art commissions and projects have been supported by a number of funders, including the Greater London 
Authority, Arts Council England, London Development Agency, and Forward Arts Foundation among others.

Sir Nicholas Serota
Board Member
Olympic Delivery Authority
Chair of Public Realm Commissioning Advisory Panel

Sarah Weir
Head of Arts and Cultural Strategy
Olympic Delivery Authority



History trees
This major art commission by renowned British artists Ackroyd 
& Harvey consists of the planting of ten semi-mature trees, each 
supporting a large bespoke metal ring, to mark the ten entrances 
to the new 500-acre Olympic Park.

Three trees have been planted to take root in time for the Games, 
and the remaining seven will be planted after the Games, as the 
site is transformed into the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park. 

Once planted, each tree has a large bronze or stainless steel 
ring – 6m in diameter and weighing up to 500kg – securely 
suspended within the tree canopy, and over time the branches 
and ring will slowly fuse together. Each ring is engraved on  
the interior face with text capturing the history of nine of the  
ten locations. 

The tenth tree – an English Oak – will hold a bronze ring 
inscribed with local residents’ recollections of the area. The 
shadow cast by this ring will be permanently captured by an 
inlay on the ground, and each year the shadow and ring will 
momentarily align to commemorate the London 2012 Games.

‘History Trees’ has been supported by Arts Council England.

Ackroyd & Harvey
Various around the 
Olympic Park
Spring 2012

Artists: 
Location: 

Completion: 



Steles (Waterworks)
These striking and colourful artworks along the Waterworks 
River reflect the spirit of the London 2012 Games, while 
accentuating the main river that flows through the Olympic 
Park.

Their vivid colours connect the parkland with the river and 
punctuate this newly formed landscape both during the 
Games and in legacy, when they will be used for boat 
moorings.  

Both sculptural and functional, like a chain of minimalist 
pop monoliths, they evoke nautical way-markers, and 
have been made from the same durable materials used for 
navigational buoys, bringing a distinctive identity to the 
waterways.

Keith Wilson
Waterworks River
Winter 2011

Artist: 
Location: 
Completion: 



Mapping Your Manor
‘Mapping Your Manor’ was a project by local artist 
Lucy Harrison in response to Ackroyd and Harvey’s 
‘Mapping the Park’ commission. Harrison worked 
with people who live or work near the Olympic Park 
to make an audio soundtrack to be listened to in the 
vicinity of each of Ackroyd and Harvey’s entrance 
marker trees.

She developed the project through a series of guided 
walks, planned in collaboration with a local walking 
group, and produced nearly 30 tracks, which include 
poems, songs, memories, ambient sounds and 
cookery sessions.

‘Mapping Your Manor’ has been supported by Arts 
Council England.



Lucy Harrison
Various in and around 
the Olympic Park
December 2011

Artist: 
Location: 

Completion: 



RUN
Internationally-renowned artist Monica Bonvicini has been commissioned to design  
a flagship artwork for the Copper Box. She has designed three 9m-tall letters forming 
the word ‘RUN’. The sculpture will be made of glass and stainless steel. In daylight, 
the letters will act as a mirror for visitors and their surroundings, and at night the 
letters will become more transparent and glow with internal LED lighting. 

Bonvicini’s inspiration for the work comes from musical references such as ‘Running 
Dry’ by Neil Young and the Velvet Underground song ‘Run Run Run’, which have 
also influenced her previous work. Inspired by the many uses of the Park, it was a 
natural choice to return to these works and the word ‘run’ for this permanent work.

‘RUN’ has been supported by the Greater London Authority and the London 
Development Agency.



Artist: 
Location:  
Completion: 

Monica Bonvicini
Copper Box 
Spring 2012



Light Up Your Street
‘Light Up Your Street’ was a project conceived by 
local artist Lucy Harrison as a way of engaging local 
communities with Monica Bonvicini’s ‘RUN’ artwork.

Using Bonvicini’s starting point of music that inspired 
the word ‘run’, Harrison collected song lyrics 
from people in Hackney Wick through a series of 
workshops and social events. She also worked with 
young people and senior citizens to collect a wide 
range of lyrics from different eras and musical styles.

The lyrics were then projected onto buildings in 
Hackney Wick over three evening events, as a way 
of creating a temporary response to the forthcoming 
‘RUN’ commission.

‘Light Up Your Street’ has been supported by Arts 
Council England and the Greater London Authority.



Lucy Harrison
Various sites in 
Hackney Wick
September 2011

Artist: 
Location: 

Completion: 



Artist: 
Location:  

Completion: 

Clare Woods
Utility buildings in the south of 
the Olympic Park 
Spring 2012

The ODA has appointed renowned British artists Clare 
Woods and DJ Simpson to create two large-scale 
works to be integrated into the facades of two utilities 
buildings in the south of the Olympic Park, which will 
be highly visible in legacy.   
 
Both artists have taken the landscape of the Park as the 
inspiration for their works and are using materials that 
resonate with industrial heritage of the site, such as tiles 
and aluminium.

The management of these commissions has been 
supported by the Contemporary Arts Society.

Utilities buildings



Artist: 
Location:  

Completion: 

DJ Simpson
Utility buildings in the south  
of the Olympic Park 
Spring 2012



Carsten Nicolai
Northern Headhouse
Summer 2010

Artist: 
Location: 
Completion: Ifo spectrum

The ODA commissioned internationally renowned artist 
Carsten Nicolai to create an artwork for the fence of an 
infrastructure building in the Olympic Park. 
 
His work is an alternative representation of the Olympic 
Emblem with the five Olympic Rings transformed into an 
image of a low-frequency oscillation sound wave. Using 
the colour spectrum of a sunset, the artwork was then 
digitally printed directly onto the fence. 

The management of this commission was supported by 
Modus Operandi.



Running Water
As part of the Games-time visitor experience, the ODA 
commissioned two temporary water features for the 
Olympic Park. ‘Running Water’ is a development of 
a series of previous waterfall artworks created by the 
Canadian artist Peter Lewis in Edmonton, Canada and 
Durham, UK. ‘Running Water’ will create a constant 
and dramatic flow of water from one of the bridges 
in the north of the Park, providing an iconic landmark 
during the London 2012 Games to excite and inspire 
visitors.

‘Running Water’ has been developed by Peter Lewis 
with Artichoke and Water Sculptures.

Peter Lewis with Artichoke 
and Water Sculptures 
Bridge in the north of the 
Olympic Park
Spring 2012

Artist: 
 
Location: 
 
Completion: 



The fascinating ‘bit.fall’ artwork by German artist Julius Popp is the  
second of the large-scale temporary water features on the Olympic  
Park. It consists of five waterfalls, each creating a continuous cascade  
of words, formed of hundreds of water droplets taken from the river  
below. The words are chosen at random from live news feeds by  
specialist software developed by Popp.

The work plays with the relationship we have with sophisticated 
technology and the abundance of information we are exposed to every 
day, and our relationship to the natural elements like water and air.   
The end result is a beautiful and spectacular visual experience.

‘bit.fall’ takes all its water from the Waterworks River that runs underneath, 
and recycles this water through a series of sophisticated pumps.  
 

bit.fall

Julius Popp
Viewed from 2012 Garden 
towards the Aquatics Centre
Spring 2012

Artist: 
Location: 
 
Completion: 



‘The Clouds Bridge’, by design students Oscar Bauer 
and Nazareno Crea, aims to become an iconic social 
meeting point on Angel Lane bridge in Stratford. 

Inspired by the vast expanses of sky that can be seen 
over Stratford, and especially over the Olympic Park, 
the artists wanted to extend this image to the bridge. 
Starting with a simple square grid, similar to that of 
the tower blocks in the distance, Oscar and Nazareno 
developed an intricate pattern of cloud forms that were 
then painstakingly painted onto the bridge. 

The development of ‘The Clouds Bridge’ has been 
supported by the Royal College of Arts.

The Clouds Bridge Artists: 
Location: 
Completion: 

Nazareno Crea and Oscar Bauer
Angel Lane bridge, Stratford
Summer 2010



Floating Cinema
‘The Floating Cinema’ is designed by Hackney-based 
architects Studio Weave, and programmed by artists 
Nina Pope and Karen Guthrie (collectively known 
as Somewhere). This extraordinary floating structure 
navigates the waterways of the Host Boroughs with a 
varied and vibrant programme of on-board screenings, 
creative canal tours, talks and workshops as well as 
larger scale outdoor film events for audiences on the 
canal banks. Over summer 2011, Somewhere spent 
time with the many communities connected to the 
canals to develop this programme.

The Floating Cinema was funded by Arts Council 
England and part of CREATE II.  
  
www.floatingcinema.info



Artists: 
 
Location:     
 
Completion: 

Somewhere and Studio 
Weave with UP Projects
Throughout waterways in   
Host Boroughs 
December 2011



Artists: 

Location: 
Completion: 

Neville Gabie and Samantha 
Wilkinson (curator)
Park-wide and external venues
December 2011The unique aspect of Neville Gabie’s residency was 

that it gave him access to observe and respond to the 
changes of the Olympic Park on a daily basis. As well 
as the physical structures of the new venues, Neville 
responded to the huge range of jobs and skills required 
to make the site work.

Using the concept of measurement, volume, time, 
and distance, he developed a series of projects that 
celebrate some of the stories of the remarkable people 
building the Park, as well as other wider projects, such 
as an exploration of the cultural past of the site itself. 
Supported by Sam Wilkinson of InSite Arts, a series of 
events took place in the Host Boroughs. 

The ODA Artist in Residence was funded by the Arts 
Council England.

greatlengths2012.org.uk

Artist in Residence



Artist: 
Location:  
Completion: 

Grenville Davey
London 2012 Gardens 
Spring 2012

Turner Prize-winning artist, Grenville Davey helped the 
Royal College of Art facilitate workshops with local 
people to develop ideas for an installation that will be 
incorporated into the retaining walls of the Central Park 
bridge in the Olympic Park. 
 
The theme of ‘leaving your mark’ was developed by Davey 
into abstract ‘finger prints’ of different sizes, marking space 
and disrupting the surface of the wall.  

Inter Alia



Hackney-based artist Martin Richman won the 
competition to incorporate an art commission into 
some of the new bridges and underpasses being built 
on the Olympic Park.  
 
Martin’s concept, which is inspired by the energy of 
the Games and the flow of water through the Park, 
will be seen on one of the bridges near the Velodrome 
and on the walls and ceiling of an underpass that will 
allow pedestrians to walk under the A12 road. 

Underwhirl and One Whirl



Artist: 
Location:  

Completion: 

Martin Richman
Footbridge near the Velodrome 
and underpass under the A12  
Spring 2012



Fast, faster, fastest
The artwork will celebrate the winners of several Olympic and Paralympic 
running events at London 2012 by giving visitors to the Park the chance 
to race against the pace of the winning athletes. By sprinting against the 
100m light-and-sound trail passing across the bridge people will get a 
sense of how quickly the athletes really run. The artwork is activated on 
either mast by the press of a button to select a race from the following 
races from the Beijing 2008 Games:
–  Men’s Olympic 100m – 9.69secs
–  Women’s Olympic Marathon (average speed over 100m) – 20.87secs
–  Men’s Olympic 10,000m (average speed over 100m) – 16.21secs
–  Women’s Paralympic T11 100m – 12.31secs

During the Games the records from the previous Olympic and  
Paralympic Games will be used, then following the Games it  
will use the winning times and average speeds of the  
London 2012 champions. 



Artist: 
Location:  
 

Completion: 

Jason Bruges Studio
Footbridge to the Olympic 
Stadium and underpass 
under the Greenway 
Autumn 2011

As people pass through the 
underpass, the bridge is 
illuminated with an imaginary 
water surface overhead. The 
artwork represents the patterns 
produced by Olympic and 
Paralympic swimmers passing 
by, illustrating the speed of the 
winning times they set during the 
London 2012 Games.

Streamline



Artist: 
Location:
  
Completion: 

Alfred Lord Tennyson
Ulysses Place, 
Olympic and Paralympic Village 
Spring 2012

Winning Words: Ulysses
Winning Words is a programme of permanent poems 
throughout the Park, which will include both commissioned 
poems for the Olympic Park and existing poems nominated 
by the public. The first nominated poem was announced 
in January 2011 as the last line of Alfred Lord Tennyson’s 
poem ‘Ulysses’: ‘to strive, to seek, to find and not to yield’.  
These words will be permanently installed on a prominent 
wall in the centre of the Olympic and Paralympic Village,   
near Chobham Academy 

Chosen for its power and universal appeal by a panel, 
including the Poet Laureate Carol Ann Duffy, BBC Sports 
Presenter John Inverdale and author Sebastian Faulks, the 
poem will inspire the world’s athletes, and future residents 
and students. 

The Winning Words programme has been envisioned  
and led by the Forward Arts Foundation and supported  
by Arts Council England, Bloomberg, Felix Dennis, 
Garfield Weston Foundation and the Ronald Duncan 
Literary Foundation.  



Artist: 
Location:  
Completion: 

Lemn Sissay
North of the Park 
Spring 2012

Winning Words: Spark Catchers
The first commissioned poem for the Olympic Park as 
part of the Winning Words programme has been written 
by local and renowned poet Lemn Sissay. Inspired by 
the history of the site, Lemn has written ‘Spark Catchers’, 
a poignant poem on the history of the Bryant and May 
match factory, which still exists on the edge of the Park 
in Bow.  
 
‘Spark Catchers’ will be etched into a wooden structure 
in the north of the Park, which will house one of the 
main electricity transformers. It will be one of a series 
of permanent poems in the Park to provide moments of 
reflection and interest.

The Winning Words programme is managed by the 
Forward Arts Foundation.



Winning Words: Eton Manor
This poem written by the poet laureate 
Carol Ann Duffy commemorates the history 
of the Eton Manor site in the north of the 
Park. Formerly known as ‘The Wilderness‘ 
by local communities, the Eton Manor site 
housed the sports ground of the Eton Manor 
Boys’ Club which was founded at the 
beginning of the 20th century and run by 
Old Etonians. 

Inspired by the sense of community 
developed by the sports club over 100 
years, Carol Ann Duffy has written a 
touching poem that has been designed 
by artist Stephen Raw and installed on a 
prominent public wall in the venue.

‘Eton Manor’ is part of the Winning Words 
programme and has been delivered in 
partnership with the Lee Valley Regional 
Park Authority.

Carol Ann Duffy and Stephen Raw
Eton Manor
Spring 2012

Artists: 
Location:  
Completion: 



Poet Jo Shapcott wrote this poem hoping its readers 
would imagine themselves on a swim through the rich 
social, industrial and natural histories of the Olympic 
Park’s waterways, finally emerging at Zaha Hadid’s 
spectacular Aquatics Centre. There are more than 
8km of waterways in and around the Park, which 
primarily run north to south through the heart of the 
Park and ultimately connect with the River Thames. 
The development of the Park for the 2012 Games will 
establish full navigation on the Bow Back Rivers for the 
first time in decades. Shapcott’s poem is written in four 
sections so that each can be read independently as 
well as together. 

‘Wild Swimmer’ is part of the Winning Words programme.

Winning Words: Wild Swimmer
Jo Shapcott
Near the Aquatics Centre
Spring 2012

Artist: 
Location:  
Completion: 



Winning Words: The Fun Palace
Caroline Bird’s poem is about the life and work of Joan 
Littlewood who, among many other things, was the 
lifeforce behind Stratford East Theatre. She very nearly 
built ‘The Fun Palace’ on the site of the Olympic Park in 
the 1960s, which would have been a groundbreaking 
multi-arts  and education centre designed by Cedric 
Price. Although it was never built, it remains a source 
of inspiration to an enormous range of people, and is 
considered to be a proposal ahead of its time.

The poem is written in four stanzas, each one etched on 
the four sides of a wooden structure that will site between 
the ArcelorMittal Orbit and the Olympic Stadium.

‘The Fun Palace’ is part of the Winning Words 
programme.

Caroline Bird
Near the ArcelorMittal Orbit 
Spring 2012

Artist: 
Location:  
Completion: 



Winning Words: Bicycling 
For Ladies
This poem was inspired by cyclist and suffragette 
Sylvia Pankhurst, and by the women of Bow, 
who campaigned for women’s rights here at the 
beginning of the 20th century.  

Centred on the themes of cycling and the women’s 
movement, there are two sections to this poem, 
each with epigraphs that point to the sources used 
by poet John Burnside. These sources include 
‘Bicycling for Ladies’, an early text on women’s 
freedom, material from the Sylvia Pankhurst 
archives, including sayings from some of the 
working-class women who worked with her in Bow 
and the East End, and Yardley advertising material. 
The historical background to these poems forms a 
provocative and interesting narrative commentary 
to the work of Sylvia Pankhurst and the East 
London Federation of Suffragettes.

John Burnside
Near the Velodrome and BMX 
Track in the north of the Park 
Spring 2012

Artists: 
Location: 
 
Completion: 



‘Memory Marathon’ was a large-scale participatory event 
in which artist Simon Pope walked a specially planned 
26-mile route through five Host Boroughs for London 2012. 
He was accompanied by 104 residents who recalled their 
stand-out memories from Olympic history. 

An 80-minute film of the day was shown to great acclaim in 
early 2010. In November 2010, Simon re-visited the route 
and some of the walkers, to reflect how the local landscape 
has continued to change.  
 
‘Memory Marathon’ was conceived and produced by Film 
and Video Umbrella, commissioned by the ODA and  
funded by the London Development Agency and Arts 
Council England. 
 

Memory Marathon



Artists: 
 
Location: 
 
Completion: 

Simon Pope and Film and 
Video Umbrella
26-mile route around the 
Olympic Park 
Spring 2010



Fantasticology: 
Greenway Markers
The same group of artists who developed the wildflower 
meadows on ‘Stadium Island’, have designed distinctive 
entrances to the Greenway at Wick Lane and Canning 
Town.

Continuing the narrative of reclaimed materials used by 
The Greenway’s landscape architects, the artists have 
used the graphic patterns from textured manhole covers 
in the area and applied this local graphic history on 
vertical markers at each entrance.  

The same reclaimed patterns have also been scaled up 
and set into the Greenway concrete to create playful 
and dynamic entrance mats that welcome visitors.



Artists: 

Location: 
Completion: 

The Klassnik Corporation, Riitta 
Ikonen and We Made That 
The Greenway
Autumn 2011



This is the third in a series of commissions by a team of 
local artists and designers, The Klassnik Corporation, Riitta 
Ikonen and We Made That.  
 
Fantastic Factology is a series of plaques on benches 
distributed throughout the Park each displaying a fact, 
which have either been submitted via the website  
www.fantasticfactology.com or gathered through a series 
of local workshops held in spring 2011. 
 
Nuggets of knowledge, from astrology to zoology, draw 
on the broad experience of the local community and global 
specialists from a variety of fields. These will be statements 
to excite, bewilder, inform and inspire for years to come. 
The final selection of facts to be installed in the Park was 
published on the website in summer 2011.

Fantastic Factology

Artists: 

Location: 
Completion: 

The Klassnik Corporation, Riitta 
Ikonen and We Made That
Park-wide
Spring 2012



A team of local artists and designers, The Klassnik 
Corporation, Riitta Ikonen and We Made That, were 
commissioned to develop a family of landscape 
features in the Park and The Greenway, a key walking 
and cycling route. They worked in collaboration with 
the ODA’s Landscape and Public Realm team. 
 
The Fantasticology project is a series of planting 
designs for wildflower meadows in the south-east 
corner of the Stadium ‘island’. It is a floral celebration 
of the industrial heritage of the site, where the planting 
designs mirror the footprint of the industrial buildings 
that used to be there. 

Fantasticology: 
Wildflower Meadows 



View Tube
The View Tube was built using recycled shipping 
containers to provide an exciting new venue and 
facility for local people and visitors. It provides 
exhibition opportunities for artists, together with a 
classroom and a café. The project is a partnership 
between the ODA, London Thames Gateway 
Development Corporation, Leaside Regeneration and 
Thames Water. 

In summer 2011 it hosted a cultural programme 
curated by Alice Sharp and funded by Arts Council 
England. The line-up included well-known artists 
Gavin Turk, Faisal Abdu’Allah, Lisa Cheung and Brian 
Griffiths, with support from Groundwork London.

The arts programme has continued in 2012 with an 
exhibition series called ‘Sparked’, based on artworks 
in the Olympic Park and funded by the Legacy List.



Artist:
Location: 
 
Completion: 

Lisa Cheung
The Greenway, Pudding Mill 
Lane
Summer 2011



Shoreditch Star
The ODA, together with the Contemporary Art Society, 
commissioned a special edition of the ‘Shoreditch Star’. 
The aim was to involve local schoolchildren in an arts 
and culture community engagement project. The special 
edition is themed around young people’s views on 
public art and design, inspired by arts projects in the 
Olympic Park. 
 
Over the course of summer 2010, Shoreditch Trust, in 
partnership with the University of the Arts London, led 
workshops with five primary schools in the London 2012 
Host Boroughs: De Lucy Primary School in Greenwich, 
Seven Mills Primary School in Tower Hamlets, William 
Davies Primary School in Newham, Morningside 
Primary School in Hackney and Sybourn Primary School 
in Waltham Forest. 



Artist: 
Location:  
Completion: 

Shoreditch Trust
Five Host Boroughs 
Summer 2010



Artist: 
Location:  

Completion: 

DJ Simpson
Utility buildings in the south of 
the Park 
Summer 2011

Artists: 
 
 
Location:  
Completion: 

‘four colours’ – Amanda Westbury, 
Janetka Platun, Helen Ball and 
Susie Miller
The Royal Artillery Barracks 
Summer 2011

‘four colours’, a group of four London-based  
female artists – Amanda Westbury, Janetka Platun, Helen 
Ball and Susie Miller – have been commissioned by the ODA 
in response to a forthcoming commemorative landmark for 
Woolwich. The landmark will recognise the role that The Royal 
Artillery Barracks will play in hosting Shooting, Paralympic 
Shooting and Archery events for the London 2012 Games. 
 
‘four colours’ worked closely with Woolwich communities to 
initiate a range of surprising artist-led community engagement 
events that will celebrate The Royal Artillery Barracks’ role as a 
London 2012 venue. A series of events will took place during 
summer 2011. 

four colours
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