
ON foot
Guides to Dear Old Hackney Wick

ON foot has been put together by Polly Brannan from the Wick Curiosity Shop 
in collaboration with UAE based artist/illustrator Khalid Mezaina as part of 
FOLLY FOR A FLYOVER in Hackney Wick 2011.

The Wick Curiosity Shop is a small scale archive and cultural space dedicated 
to the specifi c locality of Hackney Wick and Fish Island. It documents, hosts 
and promotes. It is an eclectic collection of local produce, memorabilia, oral 
history, songs and stories from or about Hackney Wick. The Archive exists 
on-line and as a series of live events in which it temporarily assembles. The 
display and the format the shop is continuously changing. The list of curiosi-
ties is growing, slowly collecting an extensive list of contributions made in or 
inspired by Hackney Wick and the surrounding area.

More info here you can also fi nd 
a range of walks and maps for 
Hackney Wick here and download 
to your phone! 

http://www.wickcuriosityshop.net/
news/k=Walks

Guides to Dear Old Hackney Wick



Firstly walking from FOLLY FOR A FLYOVER you will 
fi nd ETON MISSION CHURCH on your right on 
the Eastway.

HISTORY: A mission fi nanced by Eton College was 
originally founded in Malford Street over an under-
taker’s shop. In 1884 an iron church was erected, and 
in 1892 a new church was built with funds provided by 
Eton college.
In 1893 the mission became a parish, comprising the 
parishes of Saint Augustine and Saint Barnabas. The 
church was enlarged and a tower added in 1911-1912. 

The arhitect was George Bodley, a former pupil of Sir 
Gilbert Scott. It is known to locals as a ‘touch of Ox-
ford’ in the Wick as Scott designed parts of Oxford 
University.

The 59 Club started originally as a youth club at the Eton Mission in Hackney 
Wick in 1959 and was led by the Reverend John Oakes. Later on, Father 
William Shergold (also a motorcyclist) decided to hold a church service for 
motorcyclists in 1962. He went to The Ace Cafe on the North Circular to hand 
out leafl ets about this service and had an immense reaction. The church was 
full of ‘Rockers’. Even some of their ‘bikes were brought into the church to be 
blessed.A ‘bike section 
was added to the youth 
club and was so popular 
that it overtook the club 
and premises. Hence 
The 59 Club was born.

Other than it’s interesting history connected with the ETON MANOR BOYS 
CLUB it also had a fantastic club called the 59 CLUB



TROWBRIDGE SENIOR CITIZEN’S CLUB 
AND SAVING OF THE BUNGALOWS!

In 1985 the residents of the Trowbridge Estate were threatened with the news 
that their homes were going to be demolished and replaced with high storey 
flats.www
A committee was formed and the residents worked closely with ‘Planning 
Aid for Londoners’. The BBC and ITV reported on their story and they had a 
meeting with the Ministry of Housing from the Conservative Party who were in 
power at the time. 
Doris Higgins amongst other neighbours fought to save their homes, after a 
hard working and dedicated two years they finally won their battle on the 22nd 
September 1987.
The Trowbridge Cub is still running today and is a great asset to the local 
community! Bingio, jumble sales and tea mornings are on offer and it is still 
run and organized mainly by local resindets, some of which have been on the 
estate since the days of saving the bungalows and club in the 1980’s

Dolly used to run the club and still lives on the estate-she 
planted a tree on the green where the bungalows surround 
it! It is still there! 

Velda is a STAR and a great singer, she used to go and 
watch Vera Lynn and other War favourites at the Hackney 
Empire



The Wick Curiosity Shop met the Leabank 
Square Nursery quite a few years back 
now and we have loved to watch it grow into 
one of Hackney Wick’s most inspiring green 
spaces!
Here is more info from them talking about how 
it all began…

 “The Riverbank Nursery was created largely 
because we needed somewhere to grow and 
keep our seedlings. But more importantly, as 
the ODA took away Arena Fields and chopped 
down our orchard, it became increasingly 
crucial to create a garden space here to coun-
teract the green being lost on the other side of 
the canal.
Being short on funds has meant that a lot of 
the gardening we do here in LBS boils down to freecycling, recycling, growing plants 
from seeds and generous donations from 
residents and locals. The riverbank had been locked up and as 
such our star asset left to decay and fall into disuse. Fed up with 
the situation, we managed to unlock the gates and slowly trans-
form our riverbank into a space our community could truly enjoy!

Queen’s Yard has a great history of fish! From Forman’s 
smoked salmon house to Lewzey’s smoke house.
Mick from Mick’s motors Mick is still based in Queens Yard and 
has been for a long time.

Another tenant there at the moment is Ahmed, co-
manger of A&R Produce, he invited us inside his unit 
and showed us where the legendary Lewzey’s would 
smoke the fish, they supplied smoked fish into Billings-
gate Market.

They once sold smoked Haddock, Eels, Trout as well 
as Arbroath smokies which were small haddock and 
Finnan Haddock sold on the bone. 
Queens Yard really was a place to get your fish from! 
While you are here check out units 14-17 where For-
man’s Factory once were

The Lord Napier was once a local drinking haunt for some of 
the workers of Queenʼs Yard- A friend of the Wick Curiosity Shop 
and Eton Manor Boys member, Wiggy Wilsonʼs mother used to 
work behind the bar many many years ago! It closed in 1995.


