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Olympic Artist Forum . Mail out 1. April 2008. NEVER SENT  
 
Welcome to the first of the Olympic Artist Forum monthly newsletters.  
 
You’re receiving this mail either because you’ve expressed an interest or because of 
your past involvement with the OAForum. After the first very interesting events we’ve 
decided to rethink the forum and the way it will work. We hope that as the months go 
by and the countdown to the Games continues the forum will grow and be used as an 
accessible way of connecting creative practitioners engaged with the Olympic site 
and processes by building audiences and debate. 
 
There is a plethora of great photographic and documentation-based work going on 
around the site. The Museum of London is running their ‘Collecting the Olympics’ 
project focused on such photographic production coupled with oral history. The 
Games Monitor site (www.gamesmonitor.org.uk) provides a wide range of more 
activist information and the Culture@theOlympics site 
(www.culturalolympics.org.uk) a more scholarly information source. Although there 
are obviously overlaps and we do not aim to exclude work this forum aims to place 
itself in the space between these three approaches providing a platform for those 
more ephemeral ‘ on the ground’ event based practices operating in relation to the 
site and the Olympic process. We hope to build a platform for and archive of those 
playful and critical interventions that, by their nature, are harder to archive and easier 
to miss. 
 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS. APRIL 2008 
Each monthly newsletter will list imminent debates, events and happenings. These 
will also be listed within the forum calendar. To add any new information email 
hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk 
 
 - - - - -  
 
Friday 25th April. Public Works. Northgate House, 2nd floor, 2-8 Scrutton Street, 
London EC2A 4RT. 
We’ll be presenting the Olympic Artist Forum and Hilary Powell and Optimistic 
Production’s new project ‘ Olympic Spirits and Foodstuffs Ltd’ at a ‘ Friday Session’ 
held at Public Works on Friday 25th April. 7pm.  Ana Mendez de Andes from 
Observatorio Metropolitano (Madrid) and areaciego will be presenting work and 
calling for proposals for interventions within the Olympic site or fringes. 
Representatives from The Games Monitor will also be there. 
www.publicworksgroup.net 
- - - - - - 
 
East End Film Festival  
This film festival includes a lot of films made in the East End by local talent. The 
following lists those directly engaged with the Olympic zone and other sites of 
regeneration: 
 
Saturday 19th 18:30 Stratford Picture House. Theatre Sq, London, E15 1BN. 
A series of documentaries called ‘East End: True Life Stories’. They include 'This 
Was Forever' by Mark Aitken - telling the story of Manor Gardens Allotment and the 
struggle of the community to hold its own against the Olympic development. 
www.polkadotsonraindrops.com/movies.html 
 
Tuesday 22nd 18:15  RIO cinema, 107 Kingsland High Street, Dalston, London, E8. 
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A screening of ‘The Games’ - a film by Hilary Powell and Optimistic Productions 
made in Feb/March 2007 and staging a surreal Olympics amid the sites set to 
become the 2012 Olympic Park. Part of the shorts programme ' Adventures in 
Experiments' 
 
Wednesday 23rd19:30.Whitechapel Art Gallery,80-82 Whitechapel High 
Street,London, E1 7QX. 
A Sense of Place: Living in the East End 
This screening event presents films and discussion responding to the changing East 
End. These include 'All That Glitters' - a film by Noemi Rodriguez of Spectacle Films 
about the Olympic zone and 'Subversive Architects' by Optimistic Productions. 
www.spectacle.co.uk www.optimisticproductions.co.uk 
 
Full programme available at www.eastendfilmfestival.com 
 
 - - - - - - - - -  
 
MISCELLANEOUS 
 
Every month this section will contain a small selection of related calls for work and 
interesting articles.   
 
CALL FOR PROPOSALS BY MAY 1ST 
TINAG (This is Not a Gateway) is a new festival creating platforms for emerging 
academics, activists, human rights canvassers, artists, politicians, writers, musicians, 
architects and more, whose point of departure is the city.  
See www.thisisnotagateway.net for more information. 
 
PROPOSALS FOR SCREENINGS, INTERVENTIONS, TALKS ETC RELATED TO 
THE OLYMPICS WELCOME. Please take a look at the website and email 
hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk 
 
IMPERIAL BLUE 
Article on the blue fence at a great blog on military urbanism. 
http://subtopia.blogspot.com/search?q=IMPERIAL+BLUE 
 
 - - - - - - - - - 
 
If you would like to subscribe to the Mailing List please email  
George@ spacestudios.org.uk with ‘Olympic Artist’ in the subject heading. 
 
If you have any news or projects that you would like to see on the forum, ideas for the 
next events, etc please email hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk 
 
 
And of course, if you’d like to unsubscribe from any further information please email 
George@spacestudios.org.uk with ‘Unsubscribe Olympic Artist’ in the subject 
heading.  
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Olympic Artist Forum . Mail out 1. May 2008. 
 
Welcome to the first of the Olympic Artist Forum monthly newsletters.  
 
You’re receiving this mail either because you’ve expressed an interest or because of 
your past involvement with the OAForum. After the first very interesting events we’ve 
decided to rethink the forum and the way it will work. We hope that as the months go 
by and the countdown to the Games continues the forum will grow and be used as an 
accessible way of connecting creative practitioners engaged with the Olympic site 
and processes by building audiences and debate. 
 
There is a plethora of great photographic and documentation-based work going on 
around the site. The Museum of London is running their ‘Collecting the Olympics’ 
project focused on such photographic production coupled with oral history. The 
Games Monitor site (www.gamesmonitor.org.uk) provides a wide range of more 
activist information and the Culture@theOlympics site 
(www.culturalolympics.org.uk) a more academic information source. Although there 
are obviously overlaps and we do not aim to exclude work this forum aims to place 
itself in the space between these three approaches providing a platform for those 
more ephemeral ‘ on the ground’ event based practices operating in relation to the 
site and the Olympic process. We hope to build a platform for and archive of those 
playful and critical interventions that, by their nature, are harder to archive and easier 
to miss. 
 
A SELECTION OF UPCOMING EVENTS. MAY 2008 
Each monthly newsletter will list imminent debates, events and happenings that 
either feature or could inspire further ‘Olympian’ interventions. These will also be 
listed within the forum calendar. To add any new information email 
hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk 
 
Monday 5th May 
Chelsea Theatre  
Richard Dedomenici’s ‘Culturail’  
Artist Richard DeDomenici has been conducting a feasibility study and public 
consultation into the construction of a new Underground line - Culturail - which would 
link arts venues across South London hitherto under-served by public transport. It is 
envisaged that funding for the project would be generated by the cancellation of the 
2012 London Olympics. 
Awareness will be raised by a series of discreet public interventions around London, 
which will hopefully engage a wide spectrum of participants. It is envisaged that 
through Culturail, consensus can be reached in what has become a divisive 
government-led dichotomy between art and sport. DeDomenici will present his 
findings at Chelsea Theatre on 5 May 2008. 
More information at: 
 www.chelseatheatre.org.uk 
www.culturail.com  
www.dedomenici.co.uk 
 
 
Thurs 8th – Friday 9th May. 
The Olympic Legacy: People, Places, Enterprise (Ist Annual Colloquium on the 
Legacy of the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games in London. 
University of Greenwich. 



As the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games become a reality for east London, the 
University of Greenwich is inaugurating an annual event to bring together policy 
makers, academics and practitioners to debate the lasting legacy of the games. This 
conference has four themes: social and cultural regeneration; Olympic tourism; 
enterprise, including social enterprise and skills development and education. There 
will be a number of keynote presentations to bring you up to date on planning for the 
Olympics in London, as well as varied academic papers and workshop sessions. 
Taken together, these will provide a multi-dimensional perspective on the likely 
impacts of the London Olympics. 
There are some interesting keynotes speakers and related links at the conference 
blog. 
Hilary Powell’s (Optimistic Productions) alternative Olympics film 'The Games' will be 
screening at 3.15 on Friday 9th.  
More information at the conference website and related blog: 
http://www.gre.ac.uk/business-info/business-events/events/current/olympic-legacy 
http://olympiclegacy.wordpress.com 
 

 
 
Sat 17th May (until 7 September 2008) 
A Century of Olympic Posters  
Museum of Childhood, Bethnal Green. 
Advertising 'the greatest sporting show on Earth'. 
This exhibition will explore the representation of the Olympic Games through the 
intensely visual medium of the poster. Coinciding with the Beijing Olympic Games of 



2008 and the build-up to London 2012, exhibits will be drawn from the V&A's rich 
collections of posters and ephemera. 
http://www.vam.ac.uk/moc/whats_on/future/index.html 
 
 
Sunday 18th May. 
Well St Common Festival 
The Big Blue Fence Project 
Christopher Preston is working on a photographic work looking into the Olympic site 
via the blue fence He is working with Penny Clift to create an exhibition which will be 
part of the Well St Common Festival.This is part of a larger project managed in 
partnership with Sanctuary Housing and Immediate Theatre. 
 
Friday 30th May, 19:00 – 20:30 
Tate Modern, Bankside, London 
Trail of the Spider. Film by Anja Kirshner and David Panos 
This film is described as an unsettling trans-historical vision of the Wild West that 
collides with the suppressed history of the multi-racial American West and the 
conflicts breaking up contemporary East London. In a vanishing frontier, swarming 
with calculating surveyors, corrupt lawmen and hired thugs, a lone gunfighter must 
avenge the dispossessed, or remain trapped in a state of limbo, haunted by the past 
and pitted against a future which offers no retreat and no alternatives. Info and 
bookings at www.tate.org.uk. 
 
 
 
MISCELLANEOUS 
 
Every month this section will contain a small selection of related calls for work and 
interesting articles.   
 

URGENT  
CALL FOR PROPOSALS BY MAY 1ST 
TINAG (This is Not a Gateway) is a new festival creating platforms for emerging 
academics, activists, human rights canvassers, artists, politicians, writers, musicians, 
architects and more, whose point of departure is the city.  
See www.thisisnotagateway.net for more information. 
PROPOSALS FOR SCREENINGS, INTERVENTIONS, TALKS ETC RELATED TO 
THE OLYMPICS WELCOME. We are planning to hold the Autumn Olympic Artist 
Forum as part of this festival. Please take a look at the website and email 
hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk 
 
IMPERIAL BLUE 
Article on the blue fence at a great blog on military urbanism. 
http://subtopia.blogspot.com/search?q=IMPERIAL+BLUE 
 



THE OLYMPIC TORCH ARRIVES IN LONDON 
Take a look at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Riu-jVysoJ0 
 

 
 
 - - - - - - - - - 
 
If you would like to subscribe to the Mailing List please email  
George@ spacestudios.org.uk with ‘Olympic Artist’ in the subject heading. 
 
If you have any news or projects that you would like to see on the forum, ideas for the 
next events, etc please email hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk 
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JUNE 2008 
Welcome to the second Olympic Artist Forum monthly newsletters sponsored by Immortal 
Spirits and Foodstuffs Ltd. 
 
CONTENTS 
Introduction 
Upcoming forum JUNE 18TH 
Upcoming events June 
Elderflower picking tours 
LIFT Breakfast of Champions 
LIFT East on Screen 
Open day at new Manor Gardens allotment  
Opening June and Ongoing 
Museum of Childhood.Olympic Posters. 
Hackney Museum. Olympic Spirit 
Vestry Museum. Up the Manor. 
Create 08. Various festivals. 
London Festival of Architecture 
BFI. Faster Higher. 
ICA. Trail of the Spider. 
Participation and Projects 
Grunts for the Arts 
Trinity Buoy Wharf 
CREATE 08 
TINAG Festival 
Lucy Harrison Art on the Underground 
Casting Call  
Links of the month 
Iain Sinclair 
The Games at Artvehicle 
Image/ Video of the month 
 
   
You’re receiving this mail either because you’ve expressed an interest or because of your 
past involvement with the forum. 
 
Artist Hilary Powell (http://hilaryspowell.googlepages.com and is now running the forum 
(writing newsletter, collating events calendar and organising the quarterly events) as an 
extension of her own practice and engagement with the Olympics seen in her previous film 
‘The Games’ and current project Immortal Spirits and Foodstuffs Ltd, proud sponsors of 
the forum and event.  
 
We hope that as the months go by and the countdown to the Games continues the forum will 
grow and be used as an accessible way of connecting creative practitioners engaged with the 
Olympic site and processes by building audiences and debate. 
 
PLEASE DO GET IN TOUCH WITH PROJECTS AS THE CALENDAR IS CONSTANTLY 
UPDATED AND WE WANT THIS TO BE A USEFUL PLATFORM FOR EXCHANGE, 
COLLABORATION AND INSPIRATION. 
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The basic small print information on the aims of the forum 
There is a plethora of great photographic and documentation-based work going on around the 
site. The Museum of London is focusing on such photographic production coupled with oral 
history. The Games Monitor site (www.gamesmonitor.org.uk) provides a wide range of more 
activist information and the Culture@theOlympics site (www.culturalolympics.org.uk) a more 
academic information source. Although there are obviously overlaps and we do not aim to 
exclude work this forum aims to place itself in the space between these three approaches 
providing a platform for those more ephemeral ‘ on the ground’ event based practices 
operating in relation to the site and the Olympic process. We hope to build a platform for and 
archive of those playful and critical interventions that, by their nature, are harder to archive 
and easier to miss.  
 

 
 
JUNE OYLMPIC ARTIST FORUM  
JUNE 18th 6.45pm for a 7PM start 
SPACE. 129 - 131 Mare St, Hackney, London, E8 3RH 
 
Still based in SPACE this time we’re trying a different format – basically using the ‘Pecha 
Kucha’ 20 slides 20 seconds approach to get the pace going! 
Artist, Richard Dedemonici, self confessed ‘Gadfly’ (Person who upset the status quo by 
posing upsetting or novel questions, or attempt to stimulate innovation by proving an irritant) 
amongst other things will be heading the evening with his ‘Culturail’ project before introducing 
the other 4 of the evening: 
 

• Tim Jeeves. Grunts for the Arts.  
http://gruntsforthearts.wordpress.com 

• Thomas Pausz. Revisiting the Community Shed.  
www.pausz.org / www.lifeisland.org 

• Ana Mendez de Andes. I love the Olympic Future. 
• Immortal Spirits and Foodstuffs Ltd. 

 
Come with questions, information on your projects, upcoming events etc. Drinks to help this 
process along. 
 
If this approach proves to be successful then we’ll use it again and welcome new proposals 
as well as other venues, formats for the quarterly events to take. November’s will be a 
champagne supper club as part of the TINAG Festival and will be hosted by Immortal Spirits 
and Foodstuffs Ltd. 
 
Pdf programme available to download from the space website 
www.spacestudios.org.uk/blogcategory/Olympic_Artist_Forum/ 
 
 
 
A SELECTION OF UPCOMING EVENTS. JUNE 2008 
 
Each monthly newsletter lists imminent debates, events and happenings that either feature or 
could inspire further ‘Olympian’ interventions. These will also be listed within the forum 
calendar. To add any new information email hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk 
 
Saturday 31St May and June 1st 
OLYMPIC ELDERFLOWER PICKING 
This season is a busy one for Immortal Spirits and Foodstuffs Ltd  - the best lee valley 
elderflowers go into our finest champagne. If you would like to join the harvesters then it 
would be great to have you and a chance to explore the Olympic fringes and Greenway in all 
it’s springtime vigour. We’ll be out gathering on Saturday 31St May and June 31st on the 
greenway and canal paths  - if you’re interested please email 
hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk for times and places, details and other forthcoming dates. 
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Friday 13th June 7pm. 
‘THE GAMES’ AT EAST ON SCREEN  
The LIFT, Stratford Park. E14. 
Hilary Powell’s 'Olympic' film ' The Games' is just one in a themed programme of screenings 
exploring the changing face of the East End, how film is documenting the changing landscape 
and the new lived experience of the ever changing face of the East End.  The film-makers will 
be present and the event is hosted by documentary maker Roger Graef. 
More info in the LIFT brochure at www.liftfest.org.uk 
 
Sunday 15th June. 10-11.45AM 
BREAKFAST OF CHAMPIONS  
The LIFT, Stratford, E14 
East End company Immortal Spirits and Foodstuffs Ltd has harvested fruits and berries from 
the Lower Lea Valley for generations. Today they offer unique products sourced entirely from 
within the Olympic zone. Expect a tasty foodie experience when the company launches its 
latest breakfast products at an event that will put a spring in your step, a twinkle in your eye 
and a smile on your face… 
www.liftfest.org.uk 
 
21st June  
OPEN DAY at the new Manor Park Allotment site. 
Check out www.lifeisland.org for more information. The open day will include work by Thomas 
Pausz who will present this at June’s forum. www.pausz.org 
 
 
 
 
OPENING AND ONGOING – and it looks like a busy summer! 
 
Until 7th September 
Olympic Posters 
Museum of Childhood, Bethnal Green  
Advertising 'the greatest sporting show on Earth'. This exhibition explores the representation 
of the Olympic Games through the intensely visual medium of the poster. Coinciding with the 
Beijing Olympic Games of 2008 and the build-up to London 2012, exhibits will be drawn from 
the V&A's rich collections of posters and ephemera. www.vam.ac.uk/moc 
 
24th June-6th September 
Olympic Spirit (title tbc) 
Hackney Museum, 1 Reading Lane, London, E8 1GQ 
An exhibition, aimed at children and families exploring the history of the Olympics and 
Paralympics from  the ancient Olympics to the birth of the modern Olympic movement. 
www.hackney.gov.uk/hackneymuseum 
 
Mid-June to mid-August (exact dates tbc) 
Up The Manor!  
Vestry House Museum, Walthamstow. 
A permanent oral history of the Eton Manor Boy's Club, Hackney Wick acknowledging the 
importance of the club to the sporting and social heritage of a region undergoing dramatic 
change ahead of the 2012 Olympics. An  inter-generational project that aims to bring together 
‘old’ and ‘new’ East London.  
www.walthamforest.gov.uk/index/leisure/museums-galleries/vestry-house-museum/vestry-
house-exhibitions.htm 
 
Throughout the summer  
Whole series of festivals as part of CREATE O8. Olympic host boroughs 
www.visiteastlondon.co.uk 
 
20th June-20th July 
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London Festival of Architecture. London-wide 
Various events in the Festival explore issues relating to the changing Olympic zone as 
Stratford is identified as a festival ‘hub.’ Check out the website for exhibitions on the 
Leamouth developments, walking tours of Stratford, canal tours of the Limehouse basin and 
Olympic waterways and Lucy Harrison and Alan Kane’s ‘Art on the Underground’ projects for 
Stratford. 
www.lfa2008.org   
More specific information about Lucy Harrison and Alan Kane’s different projects can be 
found at 
http://www.tfl.gov.uk/tfl/corporate/projectsandschemes/artmusicdesign/pfa/artists/lucy-
harrison.asp 
 
May 30th - August 31st (Tuesday 24th June artist in conversation) 
Faster Higher 
BFI Southbank 
 Artist Susan Pui San Lok's film ' Faster Higher' has been commissioned and staged to 
coincide with the Beijing Olympics and serve as an imaginative precursor to London 2012. 
Exploring the visual rhetoric of idealism, unity and aspiration, invoking both the Olympics as 
spectacle and movement and China's parallel sports culture, this new commission revolves 
around material from the BFI National Archive and new footage shot on location in London. 
Commissioned by BFI and Film and Video Umbrella. Supported by Arts Council England. 
www.bfi.org.uk 
 
 
 
2ND  June – 9TH June  
Trail of The Spider 
ICA,  London, SW1Y 5AH 
Screening of Anja Kirschner and David Panos’ film exploring an unsettling trans-historical 
vision of the Wild West that collides with the suppressed history of the multi-racial American 
West and the conflicts breaking up contemporary East London. Part of ‘Nought to Sixty’ at the 
ICA. www.ica.org.uk/16740.twl 
 

 
PARTICIPATION AND PROJECTS 
 
Every month this section contains a small selection of related calls for work and interesting 
articles.   
 
CALL FOR PROJECTS:  
 
GRUNTS FOR THE ARTS “Getting the arts back on track" 
Artists needed for redefinition of Olympic Dream 
spatial hub - V22 gallery, Dalston 
temporal focus PM Saturday July 5th.  
Part of Recfest (http://rationalrec.org.uk/futureshows.htm)  
  
“We need artistic sports events, creative competitions and crazy games that will allow the 
world to see itself in new ways through athletic lenses of our own artistic construction. So, 
perhaps you want to convert Vauxhall bus depot into an Urban Ski Jump, or have always liked 
the idea of a Loser's Triathlon for those who can't swim, can't run and can't ride a bike, or 
simply think that a Laughter Relay might be a useful way to dilute the misery in the world”. 
Contact:  gruntsforthearts@googlemail.com 
http://gruntsforthearts.wordpress.com/ 
 

Stratford Art on the Underground (see listing above) 
Lucy Harrison. Readers and spectators: become collaborators! 
As part of this series artist Lucy Harrison is inviting members of the public and staff 
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from the station to contribute to a newspaper which will document life and the 
changes in Stratford from the perspective of the people who live and work there. You 
will be able to collect your free copy of the paper from the station over the coming 
months. Lucy is looking for collaborators to contribute: writing, images, maps, lists, 
thoughts, content of any kind - from corner shop gossip to your favourite joke: from 
the best haircut in town to local radio and local heroes. Each issue will feature articles 
and photographs, local people, news, stories, recipes, quizzes and sport that will 
reflect Stratford and its communities. Lucy is interested in speaking to anyone with a 
connection to Stratford. Local residents, workers, community organisations, traders 
and retailers – everyone welcome! 
For more information or to contribute an idea - contact Art on the Underground. 
email: plat4art@tube.tfl.gov.uk 

 
CASTING CALL for filming in August. 
As Immortal Spirits and Foodstuffs Ltd work on their marketing strategy over the summer they 
will be filming a series of 3 commercials for their delicious produce and a ‘making of’ 
documentary. If you or anyone you know could make a good archer, old lady, athlete or 
scientist then do get in touch with hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk for a chance to play a 
starring role. 
 
TRINITY BUOY WHARF. Opportunity to make work at the mouth of the river Lee.  
A group of 5 installation/video artists are planning an exhibition of work at Trinity Buoy Wharf 
(TBW) opposite the O2 centre (Millenium Dome) and at the mouth of the River Lea. We would 
like to invite another 5 more artists to take part in the exhibition planned for three weeks in 
September 2008. There is an opportunity to install work in the lighthouse (home to the 
Artangel project ‘LongPlayer’) but the main space is a large basement (35x10m) of one of the 
entrance buildings (previously used for medium sized exhibitions and lockable). The 
basement is below high water level and a pump is installed in the space. A great opportunity 
for site-specific projects. 
Please contact denis.glaser@virgin.net for more details. 
www.trinitybuoywharf.com/tbw-today.html 
 
 
CREATE 08  
Call for a commission for a participatory art project from an artist based in one of the 5 host 
boroughs.More info and application forms at www.visiteastlondon.co.uk 
 
 
TINAG FESTIVAL ((24 - 27 October 2008) 
Calls for proposals for the TINAG Festival are officially closed but please do get in touch with 
Olympic / changing East End related proposals as the next forum will be running as part of the 
festival.  
Contact: hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk 
www.thisisnotagateway.net 
 
 
 
LINKS OF THE MONTH 
 
Iain Sinclair’s new ‘blue fence writing’ ‘Fence Wars’ should be published in the London 
Review of Books this month so look out for it in mid June http://www.lrb.co.uk/ 
 
“The urban landscape of boroughs anywhere within the acoustic footprints of the Olympic 
Park in the Lower Lea Valley has been devastated, with a feverish beat-the-clock impatience 
unseen in London since the beginnings of the railway age. Every civic decency, every 
sentimental attachment, is swept aside for that primary strategic objective, the big bang of the 
starter’s pistol.” 
 
Interview about the ‘olympic’ film ‘The Games’ at www.artvehicle.com  
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Olympic Dogs: The first official Olympic mascot – Waldi at the 1972 Munich Olympics, and a 
poodle forced to become a Beijing games supporter.  
 
 
If you would like to subscribe / to the Mailing List please email  
hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk with ‘Olympic Artist’ in the subject heading. 
WE’LL SOON HAVE A ‘JOIN MAILING LIST’ BOX WHICH WILL MAKE THIS PROCESS 
EASIER.  To unsubsribe use the same email and put unsubscribe Olympic in the subject. 
 
If you have any news or projects that you would like to see on the forum, ideas for the next 
events, etc please email hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk 
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JULY 2008 
 

Welcome to the Olympic Artist Forum monthly newsletters sponsored by 

 
 
You’re receiving this mail either because you’ve expressed an interest or 
because of your past involvement with the forum. 
 
July’s newsletter marks a transition period as we consider ways to take the 
debate further – moving beyond an overdose of cynicism and nostalgia to 
more productive energy and connections in response to the changes taking 
place in the Lower Lea Valley and the future of this area of East London. 
 
As stated in previous newsletters the forum aimed to: 
 
 Occupy and create a space between The Games Monitor site 
(www.gamesmonitor.org.uk) providing a wide range of more activist information and 
the Culture@theOlympics site (www.culturalolympics.org.uk) as a more academic 
information source -  providing a platform for those more ephemeral ‘ on the ground’ 
event based practices operating in relation to the site and the Olympic process. We 
hope to build a platform for and archive of those playful and critical interventions that, 
by their nature, are harder to archive and easier to miss. 
 
This remains true but the debate may be enriched by opening it up beyond 
creative practitioners and are actively seeking and welcome contributions from 
other fields. 
 
June Forum 
June’s forum event was hosted by Richard Dedemonici 
(www.dedomenici.co.uk) and included delicious samples of PUDDING 
MILL RIVER products. All presenters rose to the challenge of the Pecha 
Kucha 20 slide 20 second approach. Grunts for the Arts 
(http://gruntsforthearts.wordpress.com) and Ana de Mendez Andes had a 
particular reason for presenting – to advertise participation in their July events 
(listed below). Thomas Pausz (www.pausz.org) launched his book and 
presented his ongoing and interesting work with the Manor Garden Allotments 
(www.lifeisland.org) and Alberto Duman of ‘We Sell Boxes, We Buy Gold’ 
(http://boxesforgold.blogspot.com/) introduced their ‘Inflatable Ruin’ project to 
be launched later this year. 
 
Please do get in touch with projects and links  - particularly in relation to 
the next forum event which will be run by PUDDING MILL RIVER and 
form part of the TINAG Festival (www.thisisnotagateway.net) date tbc 
between 24-27 October 2008. Mail: hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk 
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CONTENTS 
Introduction 
 
Upcoming events July 
Pudding Mill River at Home Live Art 
Alternative Village Fete 
Grunts for the Arts at Rationale Rec. 
Olympic City Conference. 
Tour of the Olympic site. 
Un:real city. Screening the City 
Olympics: Politics and Protest  
Pudding Mill River at V&A Village Fete 
 
Ongoing 
Jan Stradtmann. Shed Photography. 
London Festival of Architecture 
Museum of Childhood.Olympic Posters. 
Hackney Museum. Spirit of Sport. 
Vestry Museum. Up the Manor. 
Create 08. Various festivals. 
BFI. Faster Higher. 
 
Participation and Projects 
Casting Call  
TINAG Festival – Sporting Supper Club 
CREATE 08 
 
Links of the month 
Iain Sinclair 
Image/ Video of the month 
Point of View 
Squint Opera 
   
 
 
A SELECTION OF UPCOMING EVENTS. JULY 2008 
 
Each monthly newsletter lists imminent debates, events and happenings that 
either feature or could inspire further ‘Olympian’ interventions. These will also 
be listed within the forum calendar. To add any new information email 
hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk 
 
 
Saturday 5th July 1pm – 7.30pm 2008 
PUDDING MILL RIVER at: 
Home Live Art ‘Alternative Village Fete’ 
National Theatre Watch this Space Festival 
The concrete and urban setting of the National Theatre square will be 
transformed into an alternative village green as artists and performers 
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interpret and play with the form of the traditional village fete, with a series of 
interactive arts and crafts, games, produce, food & environmental stalls, live 
music, dance and informal walkabout performances. Come along and sample 
Pudding Mill River’s extra special ‘olympic’ products.  
http://www.homeliveart.com/index_forthcoming_performances.htm 
http://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/wts 
 
5th July 2008 
Grunts for the Arts  
Butterfield Green, Dalston 
An assemblage of artistic sports events, creative competitions and crazy 
games from Yugo Yoga, Human Hurdles, Thought Marathons, Grunting 
Relays and a whole host of other activities. 
http://gruntsforthearts.wordpress.com/ 
http://rationalrec.russellmartin.org.uk/nextshow.htm 
 
9th – 11th July 2008 
Olympic City: London, Britain and the World - 1908, 1948, 2012  
Centre for Contemporary British History 
Institute of Advanced Legal Studies, Russell Square, London WC1 
A fascinating conference exploring London’s Olympic  past, present and future 
with contributions from the author of ‘The Austerity Games’ and screenings of 
1948 and 1936 Olympic film footage. 
http://www.icbh.ac.uk/icbh/documents/CFP08.pdf 
 
Saturday 12th July 2008 
I Love the (Olympic) Future: A Tour Around its Limits 
The 'I love ....' tours, which started in Madrid with 'I love the M30', is holding its 
next edition in London with a unusual tourist trip in East London aiming to 
highlight the main features of the Olympic process and question its legacy. 
Contact Ana Mendez de Andes at malashierbas@gmail.com for more 
information. 
 
Wednesday 16TH July 2008 8-10pm 
un:real estates. 
Rich Mix. Bethnal Green. 
A showcase of digitally produced architectural films including the sophisticated 
animations of the Olympic developments by Squint Opera, HOK Architecture 
and many more. 
Part of Screening the City.  
www.screeningthecity.com 
 
16t 18th July 2008. 
Olympics: Politics and Protest Conference 
Leeds Metropolitan University. Carnegie Faculty of Sports and 
Education. 
Sessions include ‘The Olympics; Race and identity’, ‘Olympics: After 
Communism’ and ‘Tourism, Heritage and legacy’. Hilary Powell will be leading 
the session ‘Artists and the Olympics’ on the 17th. 
http://olympism.wordpress.com/2007/12/04/olympics-politics-and-protest/ 
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Friday 25 July 6-10pm, and Saturday 26 July 1-5pm. 2008. 
PUDDING MILL RIVER at: 
V&A Village Fete 
Another chance to sample the delights of the lower Lea Valley at this year’s 
fete in the John Madjeski Garden of the V&A, Kensington. 
 
 
 
 
ONGOING  
 
Ending this month 
 
Until 6th July 2008 
Jan Stradtmann’s photographs of Manor Garden Allotment sheds. 
The Photographers Gallery. 
Part of fresh faced and wild eyed new graduates exhibition. 
http://www.photonet.org.uk/freshfacedandwildeyed08/final.php?step=1&view=
520 
 
Until 20th July 2008 
London Festival of Architecture. London-wide 
Various events in the Festival explore issues relating to the changing Olympic 
zone as Stratford is identified as a festival ‘hub.’  
www.lfa2008.org   
 
 
Until 7th September 2008 
Olympic Posters 
Museum of Childhood, Bethnal Green  
Advertising 'the greatest sporting show on Earth'. This exhibition explores the 
representation of the Olympic Games through the intensely visual medium of 
the poster. Coinciding with the Beijing Olympic Games of 2008 and the build-
up to London 2012, exhibits will be drawn from the V&A's rich collections of 
posters and ephemera. www.vam.ac.uk/moc 
 
Until 6th September 2008 
The Spirit of Sport: From Mount Olympus to Hackney Wick 
Hackney Museum, 1 Reading Lane, London, E8 1GQ 
An exhibition, aimed at children and families exploring the history of the 
Olympics and Paralympics from the ancient Olympics to the birth of the 
modern Olympic movement. A chance to see the Olympic film ‘The Games’. 
www.hackney.gov.uk/hackneymuseum 
 
Until 20th August 2008 
Up The Manor!  
Vestry House Museum, Walthamstow. 
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'Up the Manor!' tells the story of Eton Manor Boys' Club (1909-1967) in the 
words of its members. It is the result of an inter-generational oral history 
project running in a Waltham Forest secondary school since July 2007. The 
exhibition combines watercolours of local scenes in the 1920s and 1930s with 
audio-clips and transcript extracts from interviews. It showcases a 'how to' film 
clip on running an oral history project in the classroom and displays photos 
and mementoes of Eton Manor life and activities. An exhibition by Villiers Park 
Educational Trust. 
www.walthamforest.gov.uk/index/leisure/museums-galleries/vestry-house-
museum/vestry-house-exhibitions.htm 
 
Throughout the summer 2008 
Whole series of festivals as part of CREATE O8. Olympic host boroughs 
www.visiteastlondon.co.uk 
 
Until  August 31st  
Faster Higher 
BFI Southbank 
 Artist Susan Pui San Lok's film ' Faster Higher' has been commissioned and 
staged to coincide with the Beijing Olympics and serve as an imaginative 
precursor to London 2012. Exploring the visual rhetoric of idealism, unity and 
aspiration, invoking both the Olympics as spectacle and movement and 
China's parallel sports culture, this new commission revolves around material 
from the BFI National Archive and new footage shot on location in London. 
Commissioned by BFI and Film and Video Umbrella. Supported by Arts 
Council England. 
www.bfi.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
PARTICIPATION AND PROJECTS 
 
Every month this section contains a small selection of related calls for work 
and interesting articles.   
 
CALL FOR PROJECTS:  
 
CASTING CALL for filming and live events in August. 
As PUDDING MILL RIVER work on their marketing strategy over the 
summer they will be filming a series of commercials for their delicious produce 
and a ‘making of’ documentary whilst organising more events. If you or 
anyone you know could make a good archer, old lady, athlete or scientist etc 
then do get in touch with hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk  
 
SPORTING SUPPER CLUB at TINAG FESTIVAL ((24 - 27 October 2008) 
As stated in the introduction please do get in touch with Olympic / changing 
East End related proposals as the next forum will be running as part of this 
festival. 
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Contact: hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk 
www.thisisnotagateway.net 
 
CREATE 08  
Call for a commission for a participatory art project from an artist based in one 
of the 5 host boroughs.More info and application forms at 
www.visiteastlondon.co.uk 
 
 
LINKS OF THE MONTH 
 
Last month I mentioned Iain Sinclair’s new Olympic writing would be 
appearing soon – here’s the actual link now -  
http://www.lrb.co.uk/v30/n12/sinc01_.html 
 
Point of View: Another blue fence intervention 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/photourbanism/sets/72157605574982253/ 
 
Olympic Animation 
As this month sees their films as part of ‘Un:Real Estates’ have a preview of 
Squint Opera’s Olympic Stadium film here. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wb-xghBDpno 
 
 
If you would like to subscribe / to the Mailing List please email  
hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk with ‘Olympic Artist’ in the subject heading. 
To unsubscribe use the same email and put unsubscribe Olympic in the 
subject. 
 
If you have any news or projects that you would like to see on the forum, 
ideas for the next events, etc please email hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk 
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PUDDING MILL RIVER: Purveyors of Sporting Spirits and Foodstuffs Ltd 
 
AUGUST 2008 
It’s all change as the ‘Olympic Artist Forum’ will no longer be called this and is 
working on new and more effective methods of prompting wider debate and 
networking. As SPACE now launch the HACKNEY WICK FESTIVAL with a central 
Village Fete event in September being run by Public Works 
(www.publicworksgroup.net) with the support of PUDDING MILL RIVER 
(http://puddingmillriver.blogspot.com) we are hoping that this could be the launch of a 
new hub of information. 
 
For now, please bear with us and take a look through August’s listings of 
events and opportunities. 
 
August is a key month in London’s ‘Olympic calendar’ as we’ll soon see Boris 
receiving the Olympic flag as the Games officially arrive in London from Beijing on 
24th August. From 8th- 24th The Trafalgar square festival will be screening live 
coverage of the Beijing events before the welcome festivities commence. It’s been a 
bit harder this month to find the alternative voices but there are a few festivals and 
events that are celebrating this corner of east London and its own more local and 
personal, ‘Olympic’ and general, dreams and fears. 
 
CONTENTS 
Introduction 
Upcoming events August 
The Wick Curiosity Shop.  
Hackney Wicked Festival 
Museum of London Olympic Scene  
Handover events: 
Shoreditch festival sat 16th –sun 24th  
London 2012 Party 
Trafalgar square festival 
 
Ongoing 
BFI. Faster Higher. 
Museum of Childhood.Olympic Posters. 
Hackney Museum. Spirit of Sport. 
Vestry Museum. Up the Manor. 
Create 08. Various festivals. 
 
Participation and Projects 
HARVESTING! 
Visions in the Nunnery – call for Olympic 
Park / Lower Lea Valley films 
TINAG Festival proposals 



TINAG Festival – Sporting Supper Club 
 
Links of the month 
City of Stories 
Roundtable on the Cultural Olympiad 
Image of the month 
Point of View revisited 
   
 
Upcoming events – August 
 
Sunday 3rd August 2008 1-4pm 
Three Mills Loop: Walking Tour of the Olympic Zone 
Meeting at The House Mill, Three Mill Lane, London E3 3DU which is near Tesco on 
the A12 (Hancock Road). 
Email gordon.joly@pobox.com for further information. 
http://upcoming.yahoo.com/event/807448/ 
http://snurl.com/2rhcw 
 
 
Wed 6th August 7pm 
Wick Curiosity Shop  
The Green,Trowbridge Estate 
Eastway, Hackney Wick, E9 (corner of Lavington Crescent, opposite St Mary of Eton 
church) 
 
Public Works and Pudding Mill River invite you to join the ‘Wick Curiosity Shop’ as 
part of the Hackney Wick Festival. Please come and join us for a drink and the 
opportunity to market your product whatever that may be and meet other 
entrepreneurs/producers from the local area.  
Product: homemade bread, a song, a story,poem, idea, a local walk……….. 
(SEE ATTACHED FLYER) 
 
8-10 August 2008. 
Hackney Wicked festival 
Various venues in Hackney Wick 
The 1st art festival in hackney wick with open galleries and studios and special events 
including coracle regattas and the hackney wick graffiti tour and on the 8th August 
9pm-midnight The Museum of Revised History at The Residence 
http://www.residence-gallery.com/now.htm 
http://www.hackneywicked.com/ 
 
 
Olympic handover events: 
 
Sat 16th – Sun 24th August 2008 
Shoreditch festival.  
Shoreditch Park and Hoxton Street 
Shoreditch Trust presents a programme of cultural and physical activities in and 
around Shoreditch Park themed around sports and arts for example the Tour de 
Hackney (mass participation cycling event) 
The Lift (www.liftfest.org.uk) will be based in the Park throughout the festival and on 
the 24th will celebrate the Hackney handover with the artists commission ‘Shoreditch 



Ball Park’. There will be a 1948 themed street party on Hoxton St with Pudding Mill 
River there to support and feed up the athletes in the Austerity Games. 
www.shoreditchfestival.org.uk 
 
Other festivities happening over this weekend include: 
The London 2012 Olympic Party on the Mall. 
The Trafalgar Square Festival 
http://www.viewlondon.co.uk/whatson/trafalgar-square-festival-feature-230.html 
Handover events in Greenwich and Walthamstow 
www.visiteastlondon.co.uk 
 
Museum of London. Olympics scene investigation 
Museum in Docklands 
Tuesday, August 26, 2008, 12:30 - 13: 14:00 - 14: 15:00 - 15: 
Saturday, August 30, 2008, 12:30 - 13: 14:00 - 14: 15:00 - 15:40 
These are family workshops but provide the tip of the iceberg in relation to the 
amazing objects that have been found in the archaeological excavations of London's 
Olympic sites.  
www.museumindocklands.org.uk 
 
Ongoing 
 
Ending this month 
 
Until 20th August 2008 
Up The Manor!  
Vestry House Museum, Walthamstow. 
'Up the Manor!' tells the story of Eton Manor Boys' Club (1909-1967) in the words of 
its members. It is the result of an inter-generational oral history project running in a 
Waltham Forest secondary school since July 2007. The exhibition combines 
watercolours of local scenes in the 1920s and 1930s with audio-clips and transcript 
extracts from interviews. It showcases a 'how to' film clip on running an oral history 
project in the classroom and displays photos and mementoes of Eton Manor life and 
activities. An exhibition by Villiers Park Educational Trust. 
www.walthamforest.gov.uk/index/leisure/museums-galleries/vestry-house-
museum/vestry-house-exhibitions.htm 
 
 
Until  August 31st  
Faster Higher 
BFI Southbank 
 Artist Susan Pui San Lok's film ' Faster Higher' has been commissioned and staged 
to coincide with the Beijing Olympics and serve as an imaginative precursor to 
London 2012. Exploring the visual rhetoric of idealism, unity and aspiration, invoking 
both the Olympics as spectacle and movement and China's parallel sports culture, 
this new commission revolves around material from the BFI National Archive and 
new footage shot on location in London. Commissioned by BFI and Film and Video 
Umbrella. Supported by Arts Council England. 
www.bfi.org.uk 
 

 
Until 7th September 2008 
Olympic Posters 



Museum of Childhood, Bethnal Green  
Advertising 'the greatest sporting show on Earth'. This exhibition explores the 
representation of the Olympic Games through the intensely visual medium of the 
poster. Coinciding with the Beijing Olympic Games of 2008 and the build-up to 
London 2012, exhibits will be drawn from the V&A's rich collections of posters and 
ephemera. www.vam.ac.uk/moc 
 
Until 6th September 2008 
The Spirit of Sport: From Mount Olympus to Hackney Wick 
Hackney Museum, 1 Reading Lane, London, E8 1GQ 
An exhibition, aimed at children and families exploring the history of the Olympics 
and Paralympics from the ancient Olympics to the birth of the modern Olympic 
movement. A chance to see the Olympic film ‘The Games’. 
www.hackney.gov.uk/hackneymuseum 
 
Throughout the summer 2008 
Whole series of festivals as part of CREATE O8. Olympic host boroughs 
This month this includes the Museum of Childhood’s Summer festival on Sat 3rd 
August. 
A full programme is available to download at: 
www.visiteastlondon.co.uk 
 
 

 
 
Participation and Projects 
 
COME HARVESTING! 
The time for harvesting has come and we’ve got to get out there quick – the telltale 
signs show that the birds are busy scoffing their share. 
PUDDING MILL RIVER will be running various gathering tours over the coming 
months.  
Forthcoming dates include Saturday 9th August, Sunday 10th August. Please do 
get in touch to register an interest in all further harvesting and to find out meeting 
point details etc. hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk 
 

 
 
Submissions by Fri 19 Sep 2008 



Visions in the Nunnery 
The Nunnery Gallery 
As part of our newly planned programme of events, we wish to invite artists to submit 
moving image work that responds to changes taking place in the Lower Lea Valley 
and the 2012 Olympic Park.Selected work will be shown in a screening during 
October 2008 
For further details of how to apply please contact Tessa Garland: 
visionsinthenunnery@googlemail.com 
http://www.bowarts.org/thenunnery/index.php?code=41 
 
 
Submissions by 10th August 2008 
TINAG Festival 
TINAG is requesting proposals from emerging scholars, researchers and those 
working on community-led initiatives to propose workshops, round table discussions 
and debates. The results of all the workshops, exhibitions, presentations and round-
table discussions will be bound and distributed to readers in TINAG's post-festival 
book; building emerging and critical knowledge about cities from the ground up. 
 
To submit a proposal please fill in the form on the below website’s festival call page 
and email coordinators@thisisnotagateway.net 
http://www.thisisnotagateway.net 
 
Submissions by 10th August 
TINAG Festival –Sporting Supper Club 
In relation to the above if you have any contributions related to the changing 
landscape of East London and the Olympics please email 
hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk 
 
 
 
Links of the month 
 
The City of Shared Stories is a new project from Spread the Word, encouraging 
everyone to share creative writing across the capital. 
Here are a few of the stories from around the Olympic fringes…. 
Just waiting for more to be added…. 
http://www.cityofsharedstories.org.uk/index.php?plid=1168 
http://www.cityofsharedstories.org.uk/index.php?plid=290 
http://www.cityofsharedstories.org.uk/index.php?plid=1217 
 
Round table discussion on the Cultural Olympiad at the recent ‘Olympic:Politics 
and Protest’ conference at Leeds Met. 
http://www.leedsmet.ac.uk/carnegie/15762.htm 
 
The Games Monitor highlight the threatened bream in the River Lea 
http://www.gamesmonitor.org.uk/ 
 
Image/video of the month 
 
The remains of last month’s blue fence intervention ‘Point of view’ 
(http://www.flickr.com/photos/photourbanism/sets/72157605574982253/) 
 
 



….moved away from the fence where it was installed only to be dismantled and 
installed next to the remains of various scooter wreckages. The next day it had been 
used to access a fresh crop of blackberries. 
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OPTIMISTIC OLYMPIAD 
 
 
Brought to you by: 
 

 
 
 
PUDDING MILL RIVER: Purveyors of Sporting Spirits and Foodstuffs Ltd 
http://puddingmillriver.blogspot.com 
 
Not content with sharing the delicious fruits of the lower lea valley Pudding 
Mill River are keen to bring together some equally tantalising ideas and 
debate around the Olympics.  
ONGOING CALL. If you’re working on projects engaging with the changing 
east end and the Olympics do get in touch as its easy to miss a lot of 
interesting and ephemeral interventions and activities going on. If ‘after the 
event’ documentation is less compromising for certain events then do get in 
touch as we aim to build an archive of the alternative voices surrounding the 
more official cultural programme.  
 
SEPTEMBER 2008 
 
CONTENTS 
Upcoming events September 
Canary Wharf Film Festival 
Three Mills Loop Walk 
Lea Valley Walk 
Other walking links 
Paralympic  
Stratford Grapevine 
The Wick Curiosity Shop at the 
HACKNEY WICK FESTIVAL  
Cultural Olympiad Launch weekend 
events 
 
Ongoing 
Museum of Childhood.Olympic Posters. 
Spirit of Sport. Hackney Museum. 
 
Participation and Projects 
Guardian -  
TINAG Festival – Sporting Supper Club 
HARVESTING! 
Visions in the Nunnery – call for Olympic 
Park / Lower Lea Valley films 
 



Links of the month 
Hackney Wick articles 
Trespassing the Olympic Site 
 
Image/video of the month 
Aspekte TV  
 
   
 
Upcoming events – September 
 
THIS WEEKEND  - Aug 28th-31st 
Canary Wharf Film Festival 
Featuring some local films including: 
Bulk Haul. Dir LilIy LaMia. Freight trains, music and the Hackney Wick 
landscape. (short Film UK programme). 
The Writing on the Wall: Art and Graffiti in the East End. Dir Ben Ryder 
(documentary programme). 
+ a special programme of screenings by William Raban 
(http://www.lcc.arts.ac.uk/38559.htm) including A13, island Race and 
Sundial, a screening of ‘The City Speaks: A film for Radio’ 
(http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/arts/thecityspeaks.shtml) 
and films produced during a media masterclass by Blue sky Media at the 
University of East London focusing on regeneration and Olympics facilities. 
 
7th September 2008  
Three Mills Loop: Walking Tour of the Olympic Zone 
Meeting at The House Mill, Three Mill Lane, London E3 3DU which is near 
Tesco on the A12 (Hancock Road). 
Email gordon.joly@pobox.com for further information. 
http://bit.ly/three_mills_loop 
 
lea valley LOGO 
14th September 2008 
A walk on the wild and fruity side 
Part of Lee Valley Walking Weekend 
Join PUDDING MILL RIVER: Purveyors of Sporting Spirits and 
Foodstuffs for a walk around the Waterworks Nature Reserve and Middlesex 
Filter Beds. Pudding Mill River are hard at work gathering the wild harvests of 
London’s Olympic zone and this area, just north of the Olympic Park is rich in 
delicious potential ingredients. Explore the delights of this area of the Lee 
Valley with members of the PUDDING MILL RIVER team, sample some of the 
produce, help identify and gather some more unusual edible havests and, as 
an extra treat, see where the Olympic newts have been ‘rehoused’. 
Meet at the Water Works Nature Reserve Café off Lee Bridge Road  
10-12pm  2 miles  
 
For more organised walks of the area see The Newham Striders 



http://www.whi.org.uk/results.asp?key=F15%7C1%7C1D446869
83852%7Cp%7C468%7C0&parentkey=F15%7C0%7C53834644823
%7Cp%7C83%7C0 
 
Wed 17th Paralympic Handover 
 
Thurs 18th. Issue 2 of the Stratford Grapevine available  (Discover 
Children’s Forum Issue). 
Art on the Underground have commissioned artist, Lucy Harrison has 
been commissioned to to develop a new artwork and she has produced 
the Stratford Grapevine. In her quest for content, Harrison has mined 
the social networks of Stratford station and the town it serves; meeting a 
range of people from football teams, flower sellers and gardeners, to 
station staff and passengers. 
http://www.tfl.gov.uk/tfl/corporate/projectsandschemes/artmus
icdesign/pfa/artists/lucy-harrison.asp 
 
CULTURAL OLYMPIAD LAUNCH WEEKEND 
 
Hackney Wick Festival 
www.hackneywickfestival.org.uk 
John Frankland’s ‘boulder’ 
 
 
LOGO 
Wick Curiosity Shop 
The “Wick Curiosity Shop” is a project by public works with 
Pudding Mill River, commissioned by [SPACE] for the ‘Hackney 
Wick Festival’ (see above)   
 
The “Wick Curiousity Shop” is an eclectic collection of local 
produce, memorabilia, oral history, songs and stories from or 
about Hackney Wick. On the day the Festival the shop will be a 
rich mixture of displays and performances, bringing together the 
weird and the wonderful found in Hackney Wick. Leading up to 
the Festival the ‘Wick Curiosity Shop’ with the help of Hackney 
Wick residence will be open and on location to host a number of 
small scale-events and bring together the community that starts 
to form around the shop and collect the curiosities it starts to 
house. 
The Wick Curiosity Shop will be based on the mobile porch - a 
mobile piece of mini architecture, which will be roaming around 
the area in August and September. (http://www.mobileporch.net) 
 
The next event  will be: 
4th September.  Memories of the Wick. More specifically for the over 50’s. 
 



 
Other events clustered under the Cultural Olympiad Launch weekend 
include: 
 
East London's and the Lea Valley's Forgotten Cultural Past 
The Pump House, The Pump House Steam and Transport Museum, 10 South 
Access Road, London, E17 8AX 
www.leavalleyexperience.o.uk 
GOLD 
Shoreditch Town Hall, 380 Old Street, London, EC1V 9LT 
www.gold08.co.uk  
The German Gym’s Olympic history  
http://www.london2012.com/get-involved/cultural-
olympiad/events/72.php 
A mass vox pox on the Olympics and other spectacles in Greenwich 
www.oldroyalnavalcollege.org 
Hackney carnival 
 
FULL LISTINGS across London and the UK at www.london2012.com 
 
- - - - - - - -  - 
 
Ending this month 
 
Until 7th September 2008 
Olympic Posters 
Museum of Childhood, Bethnal Green  
Advertising 'the greatest sporting show on Earth'. This exhibition explores the 
representation of the Olympic Games through the intensely visual medium of 
the poster. Coinciding with the Beijing Olympic Games of 2008 and the build-
up to London 2012, exhibits will be drawn from the V&A's rich collections of 
posters and ephemera. www.vam.ac.uk/moc 
 
Until 6th September 2008 
The Spirit of Sport: From Mount Olympus to Hackney Wick 
Hackney Museum, 1 Reading Lane, London, E8 1GQ 
An exhibition, aimed at children and families exploring the history of the 
Olympics and Paralympics from the ancient Olympics to the birth of the 
modern Olympic movement. A chance to see the Olympic film ‘The Games’. 
www.hackney.gov.uk/hackneymuseum 
 
 
 
 
 
Participation and Projects 
 
ONGOING CALL. If you’re working on projects engaging with the changing 
east end and the Olympics do get in touch as its easy to miss a lot of 
interesting and ephemeral interventions and activities going on. If ‘after the 
event’ documentation is less compromising for certain events then do get in 



touch as we aim to build an archive of the alternative voices surrounding the 
more official cultural programme.  
 
 
WICK CURIOSITY SHOP  
As mentioned above the Wick Curiosity Shop aims to be an eclectic 
collection of local produce, memorabilia, oral history, songs and stories 
from or about Hackney Wick. If you have anything to share then please 
get in touch as the collection grows and the programme for 27th Sept 
evolves. www.wickcuriosityshop.nets 
 
COME HARVESTING! 
PUDDING MILL RIVER still have a lot to gather this season. Please do get in 
touch if you’re interested in joining us on our various missions. We have a 
covert expedition up the River lea coming up in the second week of 
September so email hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk if you fancy a 
botanical safari in east London. 
Take a look at http:puddingmillriver.blogspot.com.  
 
 
Submissions by Fri 19 Sep 2008 
Visions in the Nunnery 
The Nunnery Gallery 
As part of our newly planned programme of events, we wish to invite artists to 
submit moving image work that responds to changes taking place in the 
Lower Lea Valley and the 2012 Olympic Park. Selected work will be shown in 
a screening during October 2008 
For further details of how to apply please contact Tessa Garland: 
visionsinthenunnery@googlemail.com 
http://www.bowarts.org/thenunnery/index.php?code=41 
 
Submissions by 10th September 
TINAG Festival –Sporting Supper Club 
This Is Not A Gateway {TINAG} promotes inter-cultural dialogue and rigorous 
production for those whose point of reference is the city.  
The first TINAG festival is happening this October ( 24-27) based around the festival 
hub of Café Oto in Dalston. (www.thisisnotagateway.net) 
We are running a salon discussion event related to the changing landscape of East 
London and the Olympics . If you have any work, ideas to contribute please email 
hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk 



 
 
Links of the month 
 
As this month see Hackney Wick featuring strongly as the site for creative 
activities this article on the history of the Eton Manor in the area makes 
interesting reading: 
 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/theobserver/2007/jul/29/features.magazine37 
 
And speaking of Hackney Wick, this coming weekend’s 30/31 August edition 
of the Guardian weekend magazine’s ‘Let’s move to…’ section is due to 
feature Hackney Wick – could be interesting… 
 
Updates on upped security in the Olympic Park 
http://trespassingtheolympicsite.blogspot.com/ 
 
Image/video of the month 
 
ASPEKTE TV 
A feature on the German Cultural TV Programme ‘Aspekte’ about the London 
2012 Olympics including interviews with Iain Sinclair, local residents and clips 
from the alternative Olympic film ‘The Games’. 
 
http://aspekte.zdf.de/ZDFde/inhalt/16/0,1872,1020848,00.html?dr=1 
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OPTIMISTIC OLYMPIAD 
 
 
Brought to you by: 
 

 
 
 
PUDDING MILL RIVER: Purveyors of Sporting Spirits and Foodstuffs Ltd 
http://puddingmillriver.blogspot.com 
 
Not content with sharing the delicious fruits of the lower lea valley Pudding Mill 
River are keen to bring together some equally tantalising ideas and debate around 
the Olympics.  
ONGOING CALL. If you’re working on projects engaging with the changing east end 
and the Olympics do get in touch as its easy to miss a lot of interesting and 
ephemeral interventions and activities going on. If ‘after the event’ documentation is 
less compromising for certain events then do get in touch as we aim to build an 
archive of the alternative voices surrounding the more official cultural programme.  
 
OCTOBER 2008 
 
CONTENTS 
Upcoming events October 
Traces 
Peter Cook presents… 
TINAG Festival 
Olympic Roundtable discussion 
Greenwich Open Architecture Lectures 
Legacy Now - Olympic Park consultation 
and tours  
Art as a Public issue  
 
Participation and Projects 
The Wick Curiosity Shop  
Pudding Mill River recruitment 
Visions in the Nunnery – call for Olympic 
Park / Lower Lea Valley films 
 
Links of the month 
Hackney Citizen / Podcast 
People,Place,Enterprise 
O Space 
 
Image/video of the month 
Tessa Garland. Parklife  
Windscale 
Foremans  
   



 
Upcoming events – October 
 
3 – 26 October 2008 Fri-Sun 12-5pm 
Traces  
Schwartz gallery, White Post Quay, 92 White Post Lane, London, E9 5EN 
www.schwartzgallery.co.uk 
Trace(s) is a multi-disciplinary group show calling on artists to investigate the concept 
of 'traces' alongside responses to the locality and exhibition space, an entire floor of a 
disused early 20th century industrial block. Schwartz Gallery buildings have been 
variously occupied by among others, a chemical works dating back to 1934, a 
Christmas cracker and a furniture manufacturer from 1941, a Burberry's gentlemen's 
weatherproof clothing manufacturer from 1962 and most recently a printing business.  
The site is located in Hackney Wick, historically a light industrial zone that presently 
occupies a nondescript outcrop of warehouses and derelict spaces hemmed in by the 
London 2012 Olympic Games site, canals and a motorway. A psycho-geographical 
oddity, it exists on the margins of more regulated areas of urban developments; its 
subversive relationship to the urbane exposes the underbelly of urban planning and 
development and traces the unregulated trajectory of in-between spaces. A parallel 
dynamic of overlapping priorities and uses can be apprehended within the gallery 
space. 
 
 
Monday 13 October 2008, 6.30pm 
The Building Centre, Store Street, London WC1E 7BT 
Sir Peter Cook presents... Squinting - Blinking - Growing 
A chance to catch some of the Olympic 2012 imagery of  SQUINT OPERA alongside  
JASON BRUGES responsive lighting programmes (between robotics and 
illumination). for the Millennium Bridge and BAUBOTANIC’s architecture made 
directly out of growing trees. 
 Booking  essential. Tickets are £4 and include one drink. Book via website: 
 http://www.buildingcentre.co.uk 
 
  
TINAG Festival  24-26 October 2008 
Festival hub at Café Oto, Dalston and various surrounding venues. 
www.thisisnotagateway.net  
A 3 day festival investigating cities from the ground up. Discussions, films, workshops 
and exhibitions all by emerging urbanists. 
Festival programme attached.   
 
TINAG festival includes the latest incarnation of the Olympic Artist Forum : 
Sunday 26th October 3-5pm  
Salon de refuse Olympique 
Join us on Sunday 26th October for an afternoon of presentations and roundtable 
discussion exploring creative responses to the changing London 2012 Olympic site 
and surrounding regeneration zone. The debate will be accompanied by tea and cake 
made from the fruits of the Olympic fringe lands provided by Pudding Mill River: 
Purveyors of Sporting Spirits and Foodstuffs, sponsors of this event.  
Participants include, Gesche Wuerful, Leigh Niland, Emma Dwyer of MOLAS 
(Museum of London Archaeological Services) Tessa Garland and Steven Cornford. 
First draft event information attached 
 
Tuesday 28th October 2008 5.30pm 
Olympic Interventions. Hilary Powell. 



Greenwich University Open Architecture Lecture series 
University of Greenwich School of Architecture & Construction 
Norbert Singer Lecture Theatre (M055),Mansion Site, Avery Hill Campus 
Bexley Road, Eltham, London SE9 2PQ 
Part of a series of lectures intended to open architecture to critical debate with talks 
by invited architects, theorists, artists and writers. 
Full programme attached. 
 
 
Legacy Now – Olympic Park consultation and tours  
www.legacy-now.co.uk 
A number of events are taking place around London to inform and consult people 
about the legacy of the Games. To find out more and have a say,raise questions and 
debate you can book some of these events in the calendar section of the website for 
example:   
17TH October 2008 2-4.30pm 
Legacy Arts and Culture Workshop 
Hackney Wick Community Centre, The Old Baths, 80 East Way, Hackney E9 5JH 
 
 
As the cultural Olympiad gets underway and the above sessions on art and culture 
and the Olympic park get underway perhaps the following might bring up some 
interesting questions:  
 
Friday 7 November 2008 10.30am - 6pm 
Art as a ‘Public’ Issue 
The Goethe Institute, 50 Prince Gate, Exhibition Road, London SW7 2PH. 
www.goethe.de/ins/gb/lon/knt/anf/enindex.htm 
One-day symposium organised by Situations, in partnership with SKOR, the 
Netherlands and the Serpentine Gallery to celebrate the launch of OPEN 14 
(www.opencahier.nl) - an anthological publication examining how art and its 
institutions inform notions of public space and tackling the impact of globalization on 
the public role of art by contributors including 16Beaver, Bik Van der Pol, Chantal 
Mouffe, Nina Möntmann, Simon Sheikh, Sven Lütticken, Maria Hlavajova and BAVO.   
This symposium will explore the interrelations of place-based practice and how ideas 
of ‘publicness’ are explored in art, its institutions and its audiences. Given the 
increasing commercialisation and privatisation of the public sphere this symposium 
asks how can art and curatorial practice respond to the specifics of place and 
duration as a means of rethinking the ways in which we engage with, conceive of and 
reclaim public space as a counter- social, political and cultural site in need of re-
invention? 
Tickets: £10/ £8 concessions (lunch is not provided) book via 
info@london.goethe.org or call +44 (0)20 7402 6075 
 
 
Other things to watch out for this month are the announcement of the CREATE 08 
Award for a participatory project for the Host boroughs  - 
http://www.visiteastlondon.co.uk/visitors/create08.htm 
And the broadcast of a BBC documentary on Building the Olympic Dream –(exact 
title and screening dates unconfirmed) 
 
 
- - - - - - - -  - 

Participation and Projects 
 



WICK CURIOSITY SHOP  
After its first eventful outing at the recent Hackney Wick Festival 
(www.hackneywickfestival.org.uk) The Wick Curiosity Shop aims to be an eclectic 
collection of local produce, memorabilia, oral history, songs and stories from or about 
Hackney Wick bordering the Olympic site. If you have anything to share then please 
get in touch as the collection grows online at  
www.wickcuriosityshop.net 
So far curiosities include stockpiles of old Bovril bottles found on the Olympic site and 
sweets and stories from the former Clarnico sweet factory in Hackney Wick.  
 
JOIN THE PUDDING MILL RIVER TEAM 
PUDDING MILL RIVER: Purveyors of Sporting Spirits and Foodstuffs are hard at 
work gathering and processing the wild harvests of the Olympic edgelands. We’re 
aiming to open the doors of our top-secret factory premises in summer 2009 and will 
be recruiting staff. Please do get in touch if you’re interested in joining us on our 
various missions. We have a covert expedition up the River lea coming up   so email 
hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk if you fancy a botanical safari in east London. 
Take a look at http:puddingmillriver.blogspot.com.  
 
Submissions by  
Visions in the Nunnery 
The Nunnery Gallery 
As part of our newly planned programme of events, we wish to invite artists to submit 
moving image work that responds to changes taking place in the Lower Lea Valley 
and the 2012 Olympic Park. Selected work will be shown in a screening during 
Spring 2009. 
For further details of how to apply please contact Tessa Garland: 
visionsinthenunnery@googlemail.com 
http://www.bowarts.org/thenunnery/index.php?code=41 
 
 
Links of the month 
 
Hackney Citizen and Hackney Podcast 
Upcoming features include Hackney Wick art and the Olympics and the creative 
industries. 
http://hackneycitizen.co.uk 
http://www.hackneypodcast.co.uk/Site/Home/Home.html 
 
People, Place, Enterprise 
A blog to accompany a series of annual conferences on the legacy of the 2012 
Olympic and Paralympic games 
http://olympiclegacy.wordpress.com 
 
 
Image/video of the month 
 
Artist Tessa Garland has been making a number of short videos about the demolition 
and building process that is happening in the 2012 Olympic Park.  
Follow the link to view her latest video ‘Park Life’, where she playfully mixes ideas of 
power and destruction with those of absurdity and wit. Classic film works such as 
Jurassic park, Godzilla and King Kong have all influenced the work. 
http://www.tessagarland.com/html/video/parklife.html 
 
 



And if you want a view into the Olympic construction site via some alternative viewing 
platforms around it’s perimeter blue fence check out. 
 
 
WINDscale – Rob Smith 
Gainsborough School, Hackney Wick. 
Rob Smith’s online project uses anemometers measuring wind speed linked to a web 
camera placed on sites that are fragile in their cultural context.. The wind speed 
(using the Beaufort Scale) affects the way in which the image from the webcam is 
viewed.  
http://www.windscale.net/ 
 
Forman’s fish eye lens 
As an established east end firm widely regarded as Britains leading salmon smoker H 
Foreman and Sons were a vocal presence in the Marshgate lane industrial estates’s 
protest against their Olympic evictions. Now relocated and in a brand new salmon 
coloured factory on Fish Island, Hackney Wick overlooking the Olympic site they 
have set up their own monitoring station of progress. 
http://www.formanandfield.com/fisheyeview 
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OPTIMISTIC OLYMPIAD 
 
 Brought to you by: 
 
PUDDING MILL RIVER: Purveyors of Sporting Spirits and Foodstuffs  
http://puddingmillriver.blogspot.com 
 
Not content with sharing the delicious fruits of the lower lea valley Pudding Mill 
River are keen to bring together some equally tantalising ideas and debate 
around the Olympics.  
ONGOING CALL. If you’re working on projects engaging with the changing 
east end and the Olympics do get in touch as its easy to miss a lot of 
interesting and ephemeral interventions and activities going on. If ‘after the 
event’ documentation is less compromising for certain events then do get in 
touch as we aim to build an archive of the alternative voices surrounding the 
more official cultural programme.  
 
 
NOVEMBER 2008 
CONTENTS 
Upcoming events November 
Hackney Streets 
Three Mills Loop, Olympic area walks 
Legacy Now - Olympic Park consultation and tours  
Facing East  
Before London 2012 
Art as a Public issue 
It happened here 
Stratford Grapevine issue 3 
Hackney Adventures 
Martin Creed Tate Britain 
Heritage CHAT 
Legacy Now sustainable legacy lecture 
 
Participation and Projects 
Art and Archaeology on an Olympian Scale 
The Wick Curiosity Shop Launch 
Pudding Mill River recruitment  
Visions in the Nunnery – call for Olympic Park / Lower Lea Valley lens based 
media 
 
Links of the month 
Iain Sinclair Banned 
Lea Bank  
TINAG Festival 
Hackney Citizen Olympics/Culture  
 
Image/video of the month  
2012 film 
   



-------------------------------------------------- 
 
Upcoming events – November 
 
Tues 28 Oct – Sat 1 Nov ,7.30pm Sun 2 Nov , 4.00pm  
Hackney Streets 
Rosemary Branch Theatre 2 Shepperton Road London N1 3DT, 020 7704 
6665 
Tickets £6.50 (concs £5) 
Soundscapes of poetry and prose conjure up the streets of Hackney past and 
present.  In 2007 Michael was appointed Hackney Poet Laureate for Write to 
Ignite.  As a Hackney resident, he has an inexhaustible knowledge of local 
literature, contemporary and historical.  Hackney Streets is an auditory 
extravaganza where four choruses surround the audience in a live 
quadraphonic experience, taking them on a journey though time and 
Hackney.  The cast of characters includes: Shakespeare, James Burbage,  
Parkes – the inventor of plastic, Anna Laetitia Barbauld, Anna Swell, Morris 
Beckman and the street cries of Ridley Road market.   
www.mayaproductions.co.uk 
www.rosemarybranch.co.uk/2008theatre_branchingout.asp 
For information call Maya Productions 020 7923 0675 or mayachris@aol.com  
 
Sunday November 2, 2008 1:00pm - 4:00pm 
Three Mills Loop Walk 
House Mill, Three Mill Lane, London, E3 3DU 
A circular walk from Three Mill Lane in East London (Bow) along the River 
Lea Navigation and past the Olympic Park. Starting from House Mill at 1pm. 
All welcome. 
http://bit.ly/three_mills_loop 
http://upcoming.yahoo.com/event/1068553/ 
 
Legacy Now – Olympic Park consultation and tours  
www.legacy-now.co.uk 
A number of events are taking place around London to inform and consult 
people about the legacy of the Games. To find out more and have a say,raise 
questions and debate you can book some of these events in the calendar 
section of the website for example:   
Wednesday 5th November  
9.00am - 4.00pm (workshop) / 5.00pm - 7.30pm (drop in session) 
Hackney Local Workshop 
Hackney Wick Community Centre, E9 
 
 
Until  Friday 31st October  
Facing East 
The House Mill, Three Mills Island, Bromley by Bow, E3 
A celebration of local people and their stories - a unique museum of personal 
objects, individual photographic portraits and audio recordings. 
http://www.facingeast.co.uk/mainpages/introduction.html 



 
 

 
Pudding Mill River.  
 
Until  Friday 14 November 2008 
Before London 2012 
An exhibition of paintings with audio recordings of the people and landscapes 
from the London Olympic zone prior to 2012 by Allan Williams. 
Open 9am-5pm, Monday to Friday at: 
The Hub, 123 Star Lane, Canning Town, E16 4PZ Tel: 020 7473 5249 
Exhibition continues at: 
The Mayor's Parlour, Stratford Old Town Hall 17 November 2008-January 
2009 
Allan's work can also be seen at Cafe Rial, 4A Memorial Avenue West Ham, 
E15 3BT Tel: 020 7474 5353 
The Before London 2012 project is supported by: 
Awards for All, Vision in Art, West Ham and Plaistow NDC, Cafe Rial 
Rosetta Art. This exhibition has been organised by The Useless Art Group. 
For more examples of Allan's work: 
www.allanwilliams.net 
 
Friday 7 November 2008 10.30am - 6pm 
Art as a ‘Public’ Issue 
The Goethe Institute, 50 Prince Gate, Exhibition Road, London SW7 2PH. 
www.goethe.de/ins/gb/lon/knt/anf/enindex.htm 
One-day symposium organised by Situations, in partnership with SKOR, the 
Netherlands and the Serpentine Gallery to celebrate the launch of OPEN 14 
(www.opencahier.nl) - an anthological publication examining how art and its 
institutions inform notions of public space and tackling the impact of 
globalization on the public role of art by contributors including 16Beaver, Bik 
Van der Pol, Chantal Mouffe, Nina Möntmann, Simon Sheikh, Sven Lütticken, 
Maria Hlavajova and BAVO.   
This symposium will explore the interrelations of place-based practice and 
how ideas of ‘publicness’ are explored in art, its institutions and its audiences. 
Given the increasing commercialisation and privatisation of the public sphere 
this symposium asks how can art and curatorial practice respond to the 
specifics of place and duration as a means of rethinking the ways in which we 
engage with, conceive of and reclaim public space as a counter- social, 
political and cultural site in need of re-invention? 
Tickets: £10/ £8 concessions (lunch not provided) book via 
info@london.goethe.org or call +44 (0)20 7402 6075 
 



6th Nov 2008 – 14th Dec 2008 
It Happened Here: The Historic Landscape of East London 
Photographs by Angela Stapleford 
Chat's Palace, 42-44 Brooksby's Walk, E9 6DF, tel: 02085330227 
 
Thursday 6 November 2008 
Stratford Grapevine Issue 3  
Architecture Crew issue 
Lucy Harrison has been commissioned by TFL ‘Art on the Underground’ and 
is producing a free newspaper available in Stratford Station. The publications 
are chapters in the life of the station and the surrounding town seen through 
the eyes of some of its inhabitants at a time of immense 
changehttp://www.tfl.gov.uk/tfl/corporate/projectsandschemes/artmusicdesign/
pfa/artists/lucy-harrison.asp 
 
Saturday November 8th  
Nobody presents - A Night of Hackney Adventures 
words, music, performance, mudlark and other delights for your ears and eyes 
- Stephen Micalef, Iain Sinclair, Hackney Boots, Mark Chesterman, Spiritwo, 
Leigh Niland, Stephen Gill plus other guests 
Round Chapel, Lower Clapton Road, Hackney, London E5 
Tickets on the door of the venue on the night or bookable in advance call 
0207 375 0441 or info@alternativearts.co.uk £5 / £3 concs. 
 
Until 16th November  
Martin Creed. Work no 850 
The Duveen Galleries Commission, Tate Britain 
Running through gallery space. 
If you want to join in and run too see - http://www.running-
project.co.uk 
 
November 14-16 2008 
HERITAGE CHAT  
UCL Institute of Archaeology 
CHAT  (Contemporary and Historical Archaeology in Theory) is a dynamic 
forum for innovative critical discussion that seeks to challenge and push the 
limits of archaeological thinking. It questions the aesthetic and value 
judgments involved in heritage, explores the archaeology of the ephemeral, 
the intangible and the un-built and looks at the possibilities of inter-
disciplinarity in archaeology and the potential of collaborations with 
anthropologists, cultural geographers, artists and writers even? 
This year’s series of events and talks includes: 
Saturday 15th November 2008 4.30-6.30pm 
Art and Archaeology on an Olympian Scale. Emma Dwyer (MOLAS) , 
Hilary Powell and other artists (SEE CALL FOR PARTICIPATION) 
Location based presentation. Stratford. 
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/events/conferences/chat-2008/index.htm 
 
Legacy Now – Olympic Park consultation and tours  
www.legacy-now.co.uk 



A number of events are taking place around London to inform and consult 
people about the legacy of the Games. To find out more and have a say,raise 
questions and debate you can book some of these events in the calendar 
section of the website for example:   
Wednesday 26 November 2008 4.30pm - 8.00pm 
Lecture Series - Sustainable Legacy 
University of Westminster 
 
Other things to watch out for this month are the announcement of the 
CREATE 08 Award for a participatory project for the Host boroughs  - 
http://www.visiteastlondon.co.uk/visitors/create08.htm  
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
Participation and Projects 
 
HERITAGE CHAT. Saturday 15th November 4.30-6.30 
Art and Archaeology on an Olympian Scale 
Call for artists working around the Olympics interested in the relationship and potential 
of art and archaeology examining and recording the vestiges of the recent past and 
the contemporary built environment. If you think you can help to form and add to a 
presentation under cover of darkness walking the edges of the Olympic site do 
contact 
hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk 
 
WICK CURIOSITY SHOP LAUNCH 1ST DECEMBER. SPACE AGM. 
After its first eventful outing at the recent Hackney Wick Festival 
(www.hackneywickfestival.org.uk ) The Wick Curiosity Shop aims to be an 
eclectic collection of local produce, memorabilia, oral history, songs and 
stories from or about Hackney Wick bordering the Olympic site. So far 
curiosities include stockpiles of old Bovril bottles found on the Olympic site 
and sweets and stories from the former Clarnico sweet factory in Hackney 
Wick.  
We aim to use the Wick Curiosity Shop website as a hub for documentation of 
events and activities happening around the Olympic Park and as we’re 
building the content If you have anything to share then please get in touch as 
the collection grows online at  
www.wickcuriosityshop.net 
Mail through the website or contact hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk 
 
JOIN THE PUDDING MILL RIVER TEAM 
PUDDING MILL RIVER: Purveyors of Sporting Spirits and Foodstuffs are 
hard at work gathering and processing the wild harvests of the Olympic 
edgelands. We’re aiming to open the doors of our top-secret factory premises 
in summer 2009 and will be recruiting staff. Please do get in touch if you’re 
interested in joining us on our various missions  
hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk    
Take a look at http:puddingmillriver.blogspot.com 
 
Extended call  



Visions in the Nunnery 
As part of our newly planned programme of events, we wish to invite artists to 
submit moving image and lens based work that responds to changes taking 
place in the Lower Lea Valley and the 2012 Olympic Park. Selected work will 
be shown in a screening during Spring 2009. 
For further details of how to apply please contact Tessa Garland: 
visionsinthenunnery@googlemail.com  
http://www.bowarts.org/thenunnery/index.php?code=41 
 
---------------------------------------------- 
  
Links of the month 
 
Iain Sinclair Banned 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2008/oct/22/hackney-library-book-ban 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/davehillblog/2008/oct/22/olympics2012-london 
 
Lea Bank Square  - a local (Hackney Wick) community and project directly 
opposite the now branded up Olympic fence  
http://leabanksquare.blogspot.com/ 
 
TINAG Festival 
After a successful festival in Dalston 24-26th October keep an eye on the 
website for photos and news of the upcoming festival publication. 
www.thisisnotagateway.net 
 
Pick up a copy of this issue of Hackney Citizen for an article on 
Olympics/Culture featuring the recent Hackney Wick Festival 
(www.hackneywickfestival.org.uk)  
Available in public libraries and selected shops and cafes. 
http://hackneycitizen.co.uk 
 
Other  
http://www.metamute.org/en/Olympic-sculpture-out-of-drill-bits 
 
---------------------------------------------- 
 
Image/video of the month 
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OPTIMISTIC OLYMPIAD 
 
 Brought to you by: 
 

 
PUDDING MILL RIVER: Purveyors of Sporting Spirits and 
Foodstuffs  
http://puddingmillriver.blogspot.com 
Not content with sharing the delicious fruits of the lower lea valley Pudding Mill 
River are keen to bring together some equally tantalising ideas and debate 
around the Olympics.  
ONGOING CALL. If you’re working on projects engaging with the changing 
east end and the Olympics do get in touch as its easy to miss a lot of 
interesting and ephemeral interventions and activities going on. If ‘after the 
event’ documentation is less compromising for certain events then get in 
touch as we build an archive of the alternative voices surrounding the more 
official cultural programme.  
 
 
DECEMBER 2008 
CONTENTS 
Upcoming events December 
It happened here 
Before London 2012 
Wick Curiosity Shop Launch 
Discover – Olympic Park Archaeology 
Legacy Now. Social and Cultural Change 
Olympic Village 1 
Wonder island 
Three Mills Loop, Olympic area walks 
Participation and Projects 
The Wick Curiosity Shop Launch 
 Visions in the Nunnery – call for Olympic Park / Lower Lea Valley films 
Links of the month 
East London Lives 2012 
Demos projects on the 2012 London Olympics 
Hackney Citizen and Hackney Podcast 
Borderspaces 
Olympic Legacy 
Image/video of the month  
Olympic Step 
Border Spaces 
Walking the Olympic sacrifice zone 
Going Down 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
Upcoming events – December 



 
6th Nov – 14th Dec 2008 
It Happened Here: The Historic Landscape of East London 
Photographs by Angela Stapleford 
Chat's Palace, 42-44 Brooksby's Walk, E9 6DF, tel: 02085330227 
  
17 Nov 2008-January 2009 
Before London 2012 
The Mayor's Parlour, Stratford Old Town Hall  
An exhibition of paintings with audio recordings of the people and landscapes 
from the London Olympic zone prior to 2012 by Allan Williams. 
Allan's work can also be seen at Cafe Rial, 4A Memorial Avenue West Ham, 
E15 3BT www.allanwilliams.net  
 
Monday 1st Dec 2008 
Wick Curiosity Shop launch  
The Wick Curiosity Shop is a project by public works 
(www.publicworksgroup.net) in collaboration with pudding mill river 
(http://puddingmillriver.blogspot.com) commissioned by [SPACE] for the 
Hackney Wick Festival, which took place on the 27th of September 2008.  
The Wick Curiosity Shop is an eclectic collection of local produce, 
memorabilia, oral history, songs and stories from or about Hackney Wick. On 
the day the Festival the shop hosted a rich mixture of displays and 
performances, bringing together the weird and the wonderful found in 
Hackney Wick. 
This collection now continues online as the Wick Curiosity Shop expands and 
invites contributions. 
www.wickcuriosityshop.net 
 
Monday 1st Dec 2008 
Discover - Olympic Park Archaeology 
7-8.30pm. Refreshments from 6.15pm. 
Museum of London Docklands. West India Quay, E14 4AL 
Join the ODA and Museum of London Archaeology at Museum of London 
Docklands to discover more about the archaeology programme taking place at 
the Olympic Park. Some of the artefacts unearthed from the Park site will also 
be display. 
Entry is free but places are limited. To confirm your place, please call 0203 
2012 235. 
  
  
Legacy Now – Olympic Park consultation and tours  
www.legacy-now.co.uk 
A number of events are taking place around London to inform and consult 
people about the legacy of the Games. To find out more and have a say,raise 
questions and debate you can book some of these events in the calendar 
section of the website for example:   
3rd Dec 2008 4.30-8.30 
Lecture: Social and Cultural Change 
University of Greenwich. 



Book on website 
 
Thurs 4th –Sun 21st Dec 2008  
Olympic Village 1 in Salon '08 (by Matt Roberts Arts) 
VINESpace, 25a Vyner Street, Bethnal Green, London, E2 9DG. 
Gesche Wuerfel’s photographic project "Olympic Village 1" has been selected 
as part of this show. 
www.geschewuerfel.com 
www.vinespace.net 
 
Thurs 4th Dec – Fri 19 Dec 2008 
Schwartz Gallery Group Show - Wonder Island 
White Post Quay, 92 White Post Lane, London E9 5EN  +44 (0) 782 893 7013 
Private View Thursday 4th Dec 6-10pm.  
Although surrounded by a haphazard and transforming urban landscape, 
Hackney Wick provides a space or a vacuum within which artists can dream, 
invent and produce. For ‘Wonder Island’ artists have been asked to relate 
Hackney wick to the idea of a utopian island existing within dystopian 
surroundings and approach the theme in multiple ways. The outcome shows a 
plurality of responses that deal with architecture, history and storytelling. An 
ambigious mix of fact and fiction transforms the gallery into a space where 
information is processed, transformed and finally acts as a springboard for the 
viewer’s imagination. 
Curated by Emi Avora and Patrick Michalopoulos 
Phil Ashcroft, Emi Avora, Doug Burton, Ismail Erbil, Rana Hassanieh, Hannah 
Hewetson, Piers Jamson, Hiroe Komai, Patrick Michalopoulos, Joe Schneider. 
www.schwartzgallery.co.uk 
 
Sunday, December 7th, 1pm 
Three Mills Loop Walk 
Meet at House Mill Cafe, Three Mill Lane. 
http://upcoming.yahoo.com/event/1068556 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
Participation and Projects 
 
Wick Curiosity Shop 
Check out www.wickcuriosityshop.net  and get in touch if you have more 
Hackney Wick and Olympic edgelands stories, history, art, images etc to add 
to the growing archive. 
 
Extended call  
Visions in the Nunnery 
As part of our newly planned programme of events, we wish to invite artists to 
submit moving image work that responds to changes taking place in the 
Lower Lea Valley and the 2012 Olympic Park. Selected work will be shown in 
a screening during Spring 2009. 
For further details of how to apply please contact Tessa Garland: 
visionsinthenunnery@googlemail.com  



www.bowarts.org/thenunnery/index.php?code=41 
 
---------------------------------------------- 
  
Links of the month 
 
East London Lives 2012 
A new UEL project set up to reflect on and record any changes in East 
London happening towards the Olympic Games being hosted here in 2012 
initially concentrating on themes of social regeneration and health and 
wellbeing. The digital archive will include oral histories, multimedia clips, 
research documents, transcripts of interviews, photographs etc. 
www.uel.ac.uk/ell2012/index.htm 
http://ell2012.blogspot.com/ 
 
Demos projects on the 2012 London Olympics 
Various interesting articles on the 2012 Games. 
www.demos.co.uk/projects/demosandtheolympics/overview 
 
Always worth checking out: 
Hackney Citizen  
www.hackneycitizen.co.uk 
Hackney Podcast 
www.hackneypodcast.co.uk 
 
 
+ a missed listings from November nonetheless could be of interest:  
 
On Monday 17th November 2008 there was an interesting discussion 
organised by Open Dalston: 
‘Our Olympic Legacy’ featuring Winstan Whitter, Iain Sinclair and Michael 
Rosen- all concerned with regeneration and its impact on local people. Local 
film maker Winstan Whitter  screened “Save Our Heritage” a documentary 
that chronicles the battle to save Dalston's heritage buildings, and particularly 
the Four Aces Club - one of London's most influential music venues. Writer, 
filmmaker and psychogeographer Iain Sinclair described the strange episode 
of the banning by Hackney Council of the launch of his new book, “Hackney, 
That Rose-Red Empire: A Confidential Report”, and read an extract from it. 
Writer, broadcaster and Children's Laureate Michael Rosen performed his 
poem “Regeneration Blues” and other work. The evening will concluded with a 
panel discussion led by local solicitor, campaigner and OPEN founder 
member Bill Parry-Davies. 
http://opendalston.blogspot.com 
 
---------------------------------------------- 
 
Image/video of the month 
 
Olympic step by Pepa Ubera 



A new you tube offering. A site specific dance for the blue fence. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k4Opi_NVeLk 
 
Another missed November listing with links to some Hackney and 
Olympic area images: 
 
7– 23 November 2008 Schwartz Gallery Borderspaces Part of photomonth. 
Curator. Ali Richards. 
Amongst other works three artists are showing site-specific works from 
London’s East-End, including Tom Hunter’s ‘Swan Song’ depicting the east 
end waterways. Stephen Gill presents billboard size work from his ‘Hackney 
Flowers’ series and Danilo Murru’s ‘The London Wall’ documents the 11.5 
mile blue wall that surrounds the 2012 Olympic site. 
www.schwartzgallery.co.uk  
www.tomhunter.org 
www.stephengill.co.uk  
 
 
Walking the Olympic Sacrifice Zone – a reminder of what went before... 
http://uo.twenteenthcentury.com/index.php/WalkingTheOlympicSacrificeZone 
 
Going Down 
And the last of some of these former landmarks going down.. 
http://www.london2012.com/blog/2008/11/14/video-removal-of-pylons-on-
olympic-park-as-power-goes-un.php 
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OPTIMISTIC OLYMPIAD 
 
A monthly newsletter brought to you by: 
  

 
PUDDING MILL RIVER: Purveyors of Sporting Spirits and 
Foodstuffs  
http://puddingmillriver.blogspot.com 
 
Not content with sharing the delicious fruits of the lower lea valley 
Pudding Mill River are keen to bring together some equally 
tantalising ideas and debate around the Olympics.  
 
ONGOING CALL. If you’re working on projects engaging with the 
changing East End and the Olympics do get in touch as we build an 
archive of the alternative voices surrounding the more official 
cultural programme. We also run quarterly events of which 
documentation of the various artists and projects involved can be 
seen in the growing Wick Curiosity Shop 
(www.wickcuriosityshop.net)  
  
To unsubscribe reply to this message with unsubscribe as the 
subject heading 
 

JANUARY 2009 – HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 
CONTENTS 
Upcoming events January 
Before London 2012 
The Olympic Legacy 
Wonder Island 
Three Mills Loop, Olympic area walks 
Discover – Olympic Park Archaeology 
SPACE Legacy Now 4 
Wick 2012 
CREATE award announced 
Participation and Projects 
Birkbeck ‘Olympic City’ course 
The Wick Curiosity Shop  
Visions in the Nunnery – call for Olympic Park / Lower Lea Valley 
films 
East End Film Festival  - call for submissions 
Booking for next month’s legacy now events 
TINAG Festival 2009 call for projects 
 Links of the month 
O Space  



Feeding the Olympics 
Image/video of the month  
Olympic Guinea pigs 
Silly Olympiad 

 
Upcoming events – January 
 
17 Nov 2008-January 2009 
Before London 2012 
The Mayor's Parlour, Stratford Old Town Hall  
An exhibition of paintings with audio recordings of the people and 
landscapes from the London Olympic zone prior to 2012 by Allan 
Williams. 
Allan's work can also be seen at Cafe Rial, 4A Memorial Avenue 
West Ham, E15 3BT www.allanwilliams.net  
 
Thurs 8th January 2009 
The Olympic Legacy 
Stratford Circus, Theatre Square, Stratford. 
What will the Olympics mean for the people of East London and 
what has and is happening in other Olympic Cities around the 
world? 
Speakers and film screenings folowed by debate.Speakers Include: 
Cara Fisher from the Olympic Resistance Network and Vancouver 
Anti Poverty Committee who are opposing the 2010 Winter games 
held in Vancouver. 
A representative from Queens Market Newham, to talk about their 
campaign to save the market from development. 
A trade union representative from the Olympic construction site to 
talk about the reality of Olympic jobs (tbc) 
Julian Cheyne, ex resident of Clays Lane Housing Co-op and 
member of GamesMonitor. 
A youth representative from Newham Sixth form college to talk 
about their views on the Olympics. 
Supported by London Coalition Against Poverty / London Social 
Forum. Sponsored by Newham Sixth Form College. 
http://www.gamesmonitor.org.uk/node/765 
 
Extended dates: 9th – 25th Jan 2009 
Schwartz Gallery Group Show - Wonder Island 
White Post Quay, 92 White Post Lane, London E9 5EN  +44 (0) 782 
893 7013 
Private View Thursday 4th Dec 6-10pm.  
Although surrounded by a haphazard and transforming urban 
landscape, Hackney Wick provides a space or a vacuum within 
which artists can dream, invent and produce. For ‘Wonder Island’ 
artists have been asked to relate Hackney wick to the idea of a 



utopian island existing within dystopian surroundings and approach 
the theme in multiple ways. The outcome shows a plurality of 
responses that deal with architecture, history and storytelling. An 
ambigious mix of fact and fiction transforms the gallery into a space 
where information is processed, transformed and finally acts as a 
springboard for the viewer’s imagination. 
Curated by Emi Avora and Patrick Michalopoulos 
Phil Ashcroft, Emi Avora, Doug Burton, Ismail Erbil, Rana 
Hassanieh, Hannah Hewetson, Piers Jamson, Hiroe Komai, Patrick 
Michalopoulos, Joe Schneider. 
www.schwartzgallery.co.uk 
schwartzgallery.co.uk/exhibitions-current.html 
 
Sun 18th Jan 
Three Mills Loop Walk 
Meet at House Mill Cafe, Three Mill Lane. 
The first Three Mills Loop of 2009 will take place on Sunday 18th 
January starting at 1pm at Three Mill Lane (near Tesco / House 
Mill). Also ending at the start point, by 4pm approximately. 
http://upcoming.yahoo.com/event/1470693/ 
 
Wed 21st January 2009 
Discover - Olympic Park Archaeology 
7-8.30pm. Refreshments from 6.15pm. 
Stratford Circus 
Join the ODA and Museum of London Archaeology to discover more 
about the archaeology programme taking place at the Olympic Park. 
Some of the artefacts unearthed from the Park site will also be 
display. 
Entry is free but places are limited. To confirm your place, please 
call 0203 2012 235. 
http://www.london2012.com/plans/olympic-park/getting-
ready/discover-archaeological-finds.php 
 
Thurs 22nd January 2009 2-5pm 
SPACE Legacy Now 4 , 2009. Legacy? What Legacy? 
SPACE, 129-131 Mare Street, E8 3RH 
Panel discussion  chaired by Fiona Fletcher-Smith, Director of 
Neighbourhoods and Regeneration, LB Hackney 
SPACE’s annual symposium, delivered in association with London 
Borough of Hackney, brings together key thinkers on the Olympic 
legacy for culture in East London. Significant political and economic 
changes in the last year are affecting the potential legacy of the 
Olympics for culture and economic regeneration in East London. 
This annual barometer event brings together policy makers and 
creative practitioners engaged in the cultural landscape of East 
London to ensure that cultural space is sustained and enhanced, not 



lost in regeneration; that the Olympics are harnessed effectively as 
an opportunity for creative led economic regeneration. How is the 
current economic downturn impacting on legacy visions and their 
viability? What is the potential legacy of the Olympic Cultural 
Programme? 
Speakers include David Powell, David Powell Associates; Martin 
Reid, Senior Project Manager CIDA; Optimistic Productions, John 
McGill, Director, North London Strategic Alliance; more to be 
announced  
BY INVITATION ONLY 
Transcripts from previous ‘Legacy Now’ events available at 
http://www.spacestudios.org.uk/blogcategory/Legacy_Now/ 
 
Thurs 22nd January 2009 3-8.30pm (Olympic Delivery 
Authority update 7-8pm) 
2012: Hackney Wick. Community Meeting. 
Hackney Wick Community Centre, The Old Baths, 80 Eastway, 
London, E9 5JH 
Your chance to find out more and ask the Olympic Delivery 
Authority questions: 
Construction update, Hackney Arena (Arena 3), Velopark, Media 
Centres 
Visit the information stalls, for example:  
Jobs and training, Hackney Marshes Update, Local Recreation and 
Environmental Action Programme (REAP), Hackney Wick Community 
Map, Legacy Now - Shaping the Legacy of the Olympic ParK, Wick 
Safer Neighbourhoods Team, Hackney Wick Community Centre 
activity programme. 
The Wick Curiosity Shop (www.wickcuriosityshop.net) will also be 
there.  
  
Refreshments provided 
For more information please contact Helen Goodsell on 0208 356 
3975 or helen.goodsell@hackney.gov.uk 
 
CREATE Award announced 
The CREATE award for a participatory Art project for the host 
boroughs is due to be announced this month so watch out for it. 
-------------------------------------------------- 

 
Participation and Projects 
 
‘Olympic City’ course  
Birkbeck, Stratford 
This new 6-week course will start at Birkbeck’s Stratford centre this 
Summer 2009. 
It will examine the cultural, economic, physical, social and political 



processes and impacts of the London 2012 Olympics. It is highly 
interdisciplinary in its exploration of both the grand narratives of the 
Olympic movement and its smaller stories, localised effects. It looks 
at the upcoming London Olympic games in a historical and global 
context, exploring the mutation of Olympian ideals and the utopian 
impulse that drives them and concentrates on the exploration of the 
legacy of the Games for the future of London. 
The opportunity to meet with creative practitioners, theorists and 
policy makers active in this field and to visit the Olympic locality, 
exhibitions and events will also be an integral part of the module. 
The precise content of the syllabus will respond to the composition 
of the student cohort and their interests but will address themes 
including: 
1908 – 1948 – 2012: London’s Olympian Past and Future 
 Regeneration and the Olympics - Legacy and Locality 
 Branded City 
London’s Cultural Olympiad 
 Course information will soon be available at  
http://www.birkbeckstratford.ac.uk/ 
or email hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk  
 
Wick Curiosity Shop 
Check out www.wickcuriosityshop.net and get in touch if you have 
more Hackney Wick and Olympic edge-lands stories, history, art, 
images etc to add to the growing archive. 
 
Extended call  
Visions in the Nunnery 
As part of our newly planned programme of events, we wish to 
invite artists to submit moving image work that responds to 
changes taking place in the Lower Lea Valley and the 2012 Olympic 
Park. Selected work will be shown in a screening during Spring 
2009. 
For further details of how to apply please contact Tessa Garland: 
visionsinthenunnery@googlemail.com  
www.bowarts.org/thenunnery/index.php?code=41 
 
 
Final deadline for film submissions January 19th 2009 
East End Film Festival 2009 
http://www.eastendfilmfestival.com/ 
Last year’s festival saw some East End and specifically Olympic area 
films like Hilary Powell’s ‘The Games’ (winner of Audience Award) 
and Lilly LaMia’s ‘Bulk Haul.’  
 
Various Legacy now events booking for February  
http://www.legacy-



now.co.uk/events/calendar/?month=2&year=2009  
 
Final deadline March 16th 2009 
TINAG Festival 
Call for projects for the second TINAG Festival in October 2009. 
www.thisisnotagateway.net 
 
---------------------------------------------- 

Links of the month 
 
O Space 
O space is a CABE project aiming to raise awareness of the 
regeneration and architecture of the London 2012 Olympic site and 
its relevance to the UK. Locally, the Building Exploratory is 
initiating a project called ‘Winning Places’ exploring local sporting 
architecture and history and from January to April 2009 the Building 
Exploratory’s Senior Building Explorers 
(http://www.buildingexploratory.org.uk/lifelonglearning)  will be 
looking at both the 2012 site and legacy and other local sports 
architecture. Optimistic Productions will be filming their journey 
and updates will be available on the website at 
http://www.ospace.org.uk 
 
Feeding the Olympics 
Whilst Pudding Mill River may be taking a winter break from 
harvesting others are concerned with ‘Feeding the Olympics’ 
http://www.soilassociation.org/web/sa/saweb.nsf/GetInvolved/olym
pics.html 
 
Always worth checking out: 
Hackney Citizen  
www.hackneycitizen.co.uk 
Hackney Podcast 
www.hackneypodcast.co.uk 
Games monitor 
www.gamesmonitor.org.uk 
---------------------------------------------- 

Image/video of the month 
 

 
Guinea Pig Olympics 
Image by http://www.icarus-arts.com/page.php?getRange=200 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport1/hi/olympics/7551509.stm 
 
Monty Python’s ‘Silly Olympiad’  
http://uk.youtube.com/watch?v=dmyz_f8Sx14 
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OPTIMISTIC OLYMPIAD 
 
A monthly newsletter brought to you by: 

 
PUDDING MILL RIVER: Purveyors of Sporting Spirits and 
Foodstuffs  
http://puddingmillriver.blogspot.com 
 
Not content with sharing the delicious fruits of the lower lea valley 
Pudding Mill River are keen to bring together some equally tantalising 
ideas and debate around the Olympics.  
ONGOING CALL. If you’re working on projects engaging with the 
changing East End and the Olympics do get in touch as we build an 
archive of the alternative voices surrounding the more official cultural 
programme. We also run quarterly events of which documentation of 
the various artists and projects involved can be seen in the growing 
Wick Curiosity Shop (http:www.wickcuriosityshop.net)  
  
To unsubscribe reply to this message with unsubscribe as the subject 
heading 
To list events and info contact hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk 

 

 

WICK CURIOSITY SHOP 2009 Ltd Edition 
CALENDARS for sale – only  £10 
In these last days of January, a last chance to purchase a wonderful 
Ltd edition calendar inspired by the past, present and future of 
Hackney Wick on the edge of the Olympic Park. Made by Polly Brannan 
of public works (http:www.publicworksgroup.net) and Hilary Powell as 
part of the Wick Curiosity Shop (sneak preview available at 
http://www.wickcuriosityshop.net/shop/170)  
To purchase mail the shop or hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk 
 
FEBRUARY 2009  
 



CONTENTS 
Upcoming events February 
River Lea Vale walk / Lammas Land Defence committee walk 
SALON DE REFUSES OLYMPIQUE. Alternative Legacies 
(further event info attached)  
Legacy Now 
Limehouse Loop walk 
2013: Drifting through the Ruins 
Stephen Cornford, Elevator Gallery 
Hackney Flowers   
Art Bus Tour 
Iain Sinclair That Rose Red Empire 
Danielle Arnaud Gallery – Rose Red Empire 
LSE Space for Thought 
Participation and Projects 
A new Olympic sport? 
Hackney Museum ‘Mapping the Changes’ 
Oxford Samuel Beckett Theatre Award 2010 
Birkbeck ‘Olympic City’ course 
The Wick Curiosity Shop  
Visions in the Nunnery – call for Olympic Park / Lower Lea Valley lens 
based work  
TINAG Festival 2009 call for projects 
Links of the month 
Create award announced  
Radio 4 book of the week 
Digfood@VictoriaPark 
Image/video of the month  
Local developments 
The source of the River Lea 
The Shrine of Smoked Salmon 
 
Upcoming events – February 
 
Sunday 1st February 2009 1-4pm 
River Lea Vale Walk  
Meet House Mill, Three Mill Lane, E3 3DU 
A three-hour walk along the Lea Valley, starting from Three Mills and 
ending at St. James Street. Points of interest on the route: Abbey Mills 
Pumping Stations, The Greenway (Olympic Park viewpoint), River Lea 
Navigation, Old Ford Lock and Lock Keeper's Cottages, Middlesex Filter 
Beds, Lea Bridge Sluices, Walthamstow Marshes, Coppermill Lane. 
http://upcoming.yahoo.com/event/1383767/ 



http://bit.ly/river_lea_vale_walk 
The walk now plans to meet up with The New Lammas Lands Defence 
Committee’s walk as part of  World Wetlands Day across Walthamstow 
Marshes. (meet 2.15pm at the Lee Valley Ice Centre car park, Lea 
Bridge Road) 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/walthamstow/message/6199 
It’s actually Walk London’s ‘Winter Wanders’ weekend so their may be 
more walks that could take your fancy at 
http://www.walklondon.org.uk 
 
Tuesday 3rd February 2009 
SALON DE REFUSES OLYMPIQUE. Alternative 
Legacies  
 
MUF Architects (http:www.muf.co.uk) are working with Yale students 
on a week’s programme of work focusing on Alternative Legacies for 
the Olympic Park.  They invited Hilary Powell to reconvene and expand 
what had been a most interesting ‘Salon de Refuses Olympique’ as 
part of the TINAG Festival (http:www.thisisnotagateway.net) in 
October 2008 and the event is going ahead and is open to all to come 
and hear artists presentations and participate in an evening of debate 
and refreshments. Thanks to Elevator Gallery for agreeing to host the 
evening’s event from their ideal position overlooking the Olympic Park 
(http://www.elevatorgallery.co.uk)  
PROGRAMME ATTACHED 
 
  
Tuesday 10th – Saturday 14th February 2009       
Various ‘Legacy Now’ events 
10th – Transport Workshop 2-4.30 Stratford Old Town Hall, Newham 
Drop in workshop. 6-8pm Stratford Old Town Hall 
11th – Social Infrastructure Workshop 10-12.30 Stratford Town Hall, 
Housing Workshop 2-4.30 Statford Old Town Hall. 
Hackney Drop In Workshop, 6-8pm – Hackney Town Hall. 
12th Tower Hamlets drop in workshop 6-8pm Whitechapel Ideas Store. 
13th  - Environmental Sustainability Workshop. 6-8pm Whitechapel 
Ideas Store, Parklands Workshop 2-4.30pm, Stratford Old Town Hall. 
14th – Waltham Forest drop in workshop. TBC. 
Just ‘drop in’ for the drop in workshops.For the others book online at  
http://www.legacy-now.co.uk 
 
Friday 13th-Sunday 22nd February 2009. Opens: Thursday 12th 
Feb 2009 7pm 



Stephen Cornford - Three Piece @ Elevator Gallery 
Mother Studios, White Post lane, Hackney Wick, E9 
A kinetic sound sculpture for three electric guitars. 
including improvised drum performances from Rob Gawthrop and 
Patrick Farmer. The gallery affords a spectacular view of the Olympic 
site  - it's right on the fence and five floors up! 
http://www.elevatorgallery.co.uk 
http://www.scrawn.co.uk 
 
Sunday 15th February 2009 11-4pm 
Limehouse Loop Walk 
Meet Pavilion Café, Victoria Park, Grove Road, e3 5sn 
A circular walk along starting in Victoria Park, then along the towpaths 
of the Hertford Union Canal, Limehouse Cut, through Limehouse Basin 
and then along the Regent's Canal. Finish back at Victoria Park. 
http://upcoming.yahoo.com/event/1474059/ 
 
Friday 20th February – Tuesday 17th March 2009 
Stephen Gill’s ‘Hackney Flowers’  
 - in Japan but check out the website instead if you can’t get there 
G/P Gallery, Tokyo 
http://www.stephengill.co.uk 
 
Saturday 21st February 2009 
Drift Walk – part of: 
30th January – 14th March 2009 
Laura Oldfield Ford. London 2013: Drifting through the Ruins 
Hales Gallery, Tea Building, 7 Bethnal Green Road, London, E1 6LA 
This show focuses on Laura Oldfield Ford’s numerous ink drawings 
produced through regular walking ‘drifts’ as part of an ongoing  
project chronicling the impact of regeneration on London’s liminal 
spaces. Her work has developed from the cheaply produced Zine, 
entitled  
Savage Messiah and it's sister  website which has become a regular 
vehicle for her psychogeographic explorations of the metropolis from 
Heathrow to Hackney Wick. On February 21st she has organised a 
walking tour of the edges of the Olympic site with members of the 
London Pyschogeographical Association and the We are Bad collective. 
http://www.savagemessiahzine.com 
http://www.halesgallery.com 
 
Saturday 21 February 2009 3-6pm 
Art Bus Tour  
Iain Sinclair has been invited to lead an Art Bus Tour following 



the route of his book with stops at places central to ‘Hackey:That 
Rose Red Empire’ such as a studio visit with artist Jock 
McFadyen. 
The ArtBus is run by Kristina McLean from Art Bridge Finance 
Group and the on-board programme is curated by Victoria Brooks 
and Natalie Kovacs.  
Contact artbridgefinance@mac.com for press release and details.  
 
Monday 23rd February 2009 
Iain Sinclair: Hackney, That Rose Red Empire 
Royal Society of Literature  
Iain Sinclair talks about his new book 
http://www.rslit.org/index.php?n=Events.Homepage 
MORE OPPORTUNITIES TO HEAR HIM TALK LOCALLY IN MARCH 
  
Friday 27th February –15th March 2009 
Rose Red Empire 
Danielle Arnaud contemporary art, 123 Kennington Road, London SE11 
6SF. Private view Friday 27th – 6-9pm 
Opening hours Fri, Sat & Sun 2.00.-6.00.Artists exhibiting include 
Onna Grimes, Stephen Gill, Jock McFadyen, Emma Matthews and 
Renchi Bicknell. 
http://daniellearnaud.com 
 
Saturday 28th February 2009-2-3.30pm 
Hackney, That Rose-Red Empire  
Iain Sinclair, Jerry White, Patrick Wright 
Sheikh Zayed Theatre, New Academic Building, LSE. 
Part of LSE Space for Thought Literary Weekend 
Friday 27 February - Sunday 1 March 2009 
There are some other interesting debates including ‘Designing Spaces 
for Thought’ with Anthony Gormley and Prof Richard Sennett, 
http://www.lse.ac.uk/collections/spaceForThought/literaryWeekend 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 

Participation and Projects 
 



 
 
A new Olympic Sport? 
A new sport tries to sneak its way into the Olympics every time whilst 
some, such as tug o war, have been banished. Artistic roller skating is 
one of the hopefuls – not there yet and a slightly tenuous link but if 
you love roller skating or haven’t tried it since your younger days 
come and take part in a project happening in Archway throughout 
February. ‘Archway Nights, Roller Lights’ is a project by Hilary 
Powell commissioned by Alight at Byam Shaw School of Art, University 
of the Arts and London Borough of Islington to illuminate the dark 
nights and architecture of Archway. It’s an invitation to don roller 
boots, get dolled up in mobile LED’s and come and skate in a most 
unlikely venue for the evening (every Wednesday evening of February 
6.30-8.30pm) – playing your part in a film to be projected back into 
the space adjacent to Archway Tower in March. 
Email hilary@optimistisproductions.co.uk to join in. 
  
Survey closes 28th February 2009 
Mapping the Changes 
Hackney Museum’s Mapping the Change project aims to record 
Hackney between  and 2012 and they want to find out public opinion 
on what stories and objects they could and should collect for the 
record.  
SURVEY FORM ATTACHED 
www.hackney.gov.uk/hackneymuseum 
 
Deadline 16th February 2009 
Oxford Samuel Beckett Theatre Award 2010 
An award for the creation of a site-responsive / non-traditional 
performance space show to take place in one of the 5 host boroughs 
for the Olympic and Paralympic Games that will be part of the Create 
Festival in East London during July 2010. 
http://www.osbttrust.com/award.htm 
 
‘Olympic City’ course  
Birkbeck, Stratford 
This new 6-week course will start at Birkbeck’s Stratford centre this 



Summer 2009. 
It will examine the cultural, economic, physical, social and political 
processes and impacts of the London 2012 Olympics. It is highly 
interdisciplinary in its exploration of both the grand narratives of the 
Olympic movement and its smaller stories, localised effects. It looks at 
the upcoming London Olympic games in a historical and global 
context, exploring the mutation of Olympian ideals and the utopian 
impulse that drives them and concentrates on the exploration of the 
legacy of the Games for the future of London. 
The opportunity to meet with creative practitioners, theorists and 
policy makers active in this field and to visit the Olympic locality, 
exhibitions and events will also be an integral part of the module. The 
precise content of the syllabus will respond to the composition of the 
student cohort and their interests but will address themes including: 
1908 – 1948 – 2012: London’s Olympian Past and Future 
 Regeneration and the Olympics - Legacy and Locality 
 Branded City 
London’s Cultural Olympiad 
 Course information will soon be available at  
http://www.birkbeckstratford.ac.uk/ 
or email hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk  
 

 
Ongoing 
Wick Curiosity Shop  
The Wick Curiosity Shop was out and about in the Wick again on Jan 
22nd at the Hackney Wick 2012 Community Meeting with a new song 
and calendar  sharing and gathering more stories and shop items. 
Peter Marshall kindly brought along some great photos of the lea 
valley in the 80’s (http://river-lea.co.uk/ and 
http://mylondondiary.co.uk/) 
Check out http://www.wickcuriosityshop.net and get in touch if you 
have more Hackney Wick and Olympic edge-lands stories, history, art, 
images etc to add to the growing archive. 
 
Extended call  
Visions in the Nunnery 
As part of our newly planned programme of events, we wish to invite 



artists to submit moving image and lens based work that responds to 
changes taking place in the Lower Lea Valley and the 2012 Olympic 
Park. Selected work will be shown in a screening as part of Visions in 
the Nunnery 6th-7th June 2009 
For further details of how to apply please contact Tessa Garland: 
visionsinthenunnery@googlemail.com  
http://www.bowarts.org/thenunnery/index.php?code=41 
 
Final deadline March 16th 2009 
TINAG Festival 
Call for projects for the second TINAG Festival in October 2009. 
Application form and info available at the festival website: 
http://www.thisisnotagateway.net 
After 2008’s interesting ‘Salon de Refuse Olympique’ we hope to 
develop this ‘olympic’ themed debate so any relevant projects and 
plans are welcome in this area. 
 
---------------------------------------------- 

Links of the month 
 
The Bank of America CREATE Award 2009 was announced on 
Monday 26th January at a big reception in the Barbican. 
There were two winners of the award set up to enable the creation of a 
participatory art project for the Olympic Host Boroughs. 
Station House Opera with ‘Dominoes’ 
Joshua Sofaer with ‘Rooted in the Earth’ 
The projects will be highlights of CREATE09 Festival in July this year. 
http://www.stationhouseopera.com 
http://www.rootedintheearth.co.uk / http://www.joshuasofaer.com 
 
Radio 4 ‘Book of the Week’ 
Ian Sinclair’s new book ‘Hackney, That Rose-Red Empire: A 
Confidential Report’ will be published (Hamish Hamilton) on February 
26th. It will be featured as 'book of the week' on Radio 4, starting 
Feb 16. 
‘Once an Arcadian suburb of grand houses, orchards and 
conservatories, Hackney declined into a zone of asylums, hospitals and 
dirty industry. Persistently revived, reinvented, betrayed, it has 
become a symbol of inner-city chaos, crime and poverty. Now, the 
Olympics, a final attempt to clamp down on a renegade spirit, seeks to 
complete the process: erasure disguised as 'progress'. In this 
'documentary fiction', Sinclair meets a cast of the dispossessed, 
including writers, photographers, bomb-makers and market traders. 
Legends of tunnels, Hollow Earth theories and the notorious Mole Man 



are unearthed. He uncovers traces of those who passed through 
Hackney: Lenin and Stalin, novelists Joseph Conrad and Samuel 
Richardson, film-makers Orson Welles and Jean-Luc Godard, Tony 
Blair beginning his political career, even a Baader-Meinhof urban 
guerrilla on the run. And he tells his own story: of forty years in one 
house in Hackney, of marriage, children, strange encounters, deaths’. 
 
DigFood@VictoriaPark is a brand new community group aiming to 
develop a vibrant food-growing project open to all. The current 
DigFood proposal is part of the Victoria Park Redevelopment Plan 
which includes the large holding pen for the 2012 Olympic’s pedestrian 
visitors and it could become a showcase example of sustainable urban 
food production in London. The project resonates with the history of 
Victoria Park when, during World War II, large areas of the park were 
turned over to food production as a vital part of the Dig for Victory 
campaign.  
To get involved and help this project come to fruition email 
digfood1@aol.com 
 
Always worth checking out: 
Hackney Citizen  
http://www.hackneycitizen.co.uk 
Hackney Podcast 
http://www.hackneypodcast.co.uk 
Games monitor 
http://www.gamesmonitor.org.uk 
 
---------------------------------------------- 

Image/video of the month 
 
Speculative developments continue in the Olympic host boroughs 
despite credit crunch 
  
 



 
 Image by Seema Rao – http://www.seemarao.co.uk 
 
The source of the River Lea – 
 

 
 
 
Image by Peter Marshall whose work can be seen at his websites and 
within the Wick Curiosity Shop . 
http://river-lea.co.uk 
http://mylondondiary.co.uk 
 
Smoked Salmon Shrine 



“This incomparable smoked salmon that is going to draw people from 
across the Olympic park in 2012. They will come swarming across the 
River Lea and they will enjoy the fantastic shrine to smoked salmon 
that you have created here.” Boris Johnson 
http://www.formanandfield.com/blog/2009/01/19/photographs-from-
formans-fish-island-official-opening/  
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Eastside Books 
Hackney Boots 
River Lea Vale Walk 
Roller Lights 
Broadway bookshop  
Finishing in March 
2013: Drifting through the Ruins 
Stephen Gill:Hackney Flowers 
Danielle Arnaud Gallery – Rose Red Empire  
Participation and Projects 
Birkbeck ‘Olympic City’ course  
The Wick Curiosity Shop  
TINAG Festival 2009 1st call deadline 
Links of the month 
HMUG 
Wick Curiosity Shop 
Adaptive Action 
Broadcasts of the month  
I’m Ready for My Closeup: Art Bus Tour 
More 4 news 
Ard TV 



 
 
Upcoming events – March 
 
1st -8th March 2009 
International Women’s Week 
Various venues Tower Hamlets 
A range of events and projects with woman focused on the theme of the 2012 Olympics 
coordinated for the London Borough of Tower Hamlets by Alternative Arts. 
http://www.alternativearts.co.uk 
Events include: 
Go faster – series of workshops as part of an ongoing project producing alternative sportswear, 
banners, flags and souvenirs inspired by the local community for the 2012 Olympics. Each session 
will include a lecture, discussion and workshop addressing the issue of branding. All work will be 
documented and presented on a DIY Olympics blog which will be part of the prick your finger 
website. 
http://prickyourfinger.blogspot.com  
http://homemadesportswear.blogspot.com  
http://www.castoff.info/  
Contact: Rachel@castoff.info 
 
Wednesday 4th March 2009 (and Wednesday 25th March) 
7.00pm start   
Pages of Hackney 70 lower Clapton Road Hackney London E5 0RN 
Iain Sinclair in conversation with Gareth Evans. 
£5 
Contact Eleanor Lowenthal, eleanor@pagesofhackney.co.uk 
http://pagesofhackney.co.uk 
 
Various ‘Legacy Now’ Roadshows 
Monday 2nd March 9.00am - 5.00pm Stratford Shopping Centre 
Wednesday 4th March 12.00pm - 8.00pm – East Ham Leisure Centre 
Saturday 7th March 10.00am - 5.00pm GLA City Hall 
Sunday 8th March 11.30am - 6.00pm – Brent Cross Shopping Centre 
http://www.legacy-now.co.uk  
 
 
Thursday 5th – Tuesday 10th March 2009 
EAST festival 
Various venues as part of this 6 day festival celebrating the creativity and diversity of the East End. 
A full programme can be downloaded at the website and events include: 
A tour of the East London collections at the Bishopsgate library,walking tours of the Heart of 
Hackney and the East End old and new, East@ late events as part of first Thursdays at the 
Museum of London,the East lecture, cycle tour and lots of theatre, music and art events. 
http://www.visitlondon.com/events/east/ 
East festival audio companion 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/london/content/articles/2009/02/05/east_festival_feature.shtml 
 
Thursday 5th March 2009 
6-9pm 
Word up@late 
Museum of London Docklands, West India Quay, London E14 4AL.  
Iain Sinclair introduces his new book, Hackney, That Rose-Red Empire and Patrick Wright 
discusses his expanded and newly republished book A Journey Through Ruins. Free guided tours 
of the galleries and a bar and live music set. 
Part of EAST festival and First Thursdays. 
http://www.museumindocklands.org.uk/English/EventsExhibitions/Events/LateMOLDocklands.htm 
 
Thursday 12th March 2009 
7pm start 
Iain Sinclair  
Eastside Books, 166 Brick Lane, London, E1 6RU 
Another chance to hear Iain Sinclair talk about his new book about Hackney. £1 entry. 



Email lit@nquentinwoolf.co.uk to reserve your place. 
 
Saturday 14th March 2009 
Hackney Boots 
Biddle Brothers, Lower Clapton Road, E9. 
Hackney Wick based band play local Hackney venue 
http://www.myspace.com/hackneyboots 
http://www.wickcuriosityshop.net/shop/58 
 
Sunday 15th March 2009 (the ides of March) 
1-4pm 
River Lea Vale Walk 
Meet: House Mill, Three Mill Lane London, E3 3DU  
A three hour walk along the Lea Valley, starting from Three Mills and ending at St. James Street. 
Points of interest on the route include The Greenway (Olympic Park viewpoint), River Lea 
Navigation, Old Ford Lock Keeper's Cottages, Middlesex Filter Beds, Lea Bridge Sluices, 
Walthamstow Marshes, and Coppermill Lane (Thames Water Reservoirs). 
http://upcoming.yahoo.com/event/1825184/ 
http://upcoming.yahoo.com/venue/70514 

Wednesday 18th March 2009 
6.30-8.30pm 
Exercise and spectacle, a sport pushing to be ‘Olympic’ and a link to a project:   
ARCHWAY NIGHTS, ROLLER LIGHTS is a project by Hilary Powell commissioned by Alight, a 
long-term objective for temporary artworks that explore and reveal Archway with light. Alight is a 
partnership between AIR at Byam Shaw School of Art, University of the Arts and London 
Borough of Islington with support from Transport for London.  
 
Throughout February 2009 strange events have been occurring beneath the foreboding Archway 
Tower as skaters have come from miles around to don mobile LED’s and take part in a film to 
illuminate Archway. ‘Light Years Away’ - the final film produced will be screened back into the 
space of its making onto a perfect pre-existing 16:9 urban cinema screen in the form of a large 
white wall of an adjacent office building on Wednesday March 18th 2009 6.30-8.30pm 
accompanied by a roller event. 
You’re invited to come and get your skates on. 
http://www.archwayinvestigationsandresponses.org/alight 
http://hilaryspowell.googlepages.com/alight 
 
Thursday, 19th March 2009 
7pm start 
Iain Sinclair: Hackney: That Rose-Red Empire 
The Broadway Bookshop, 6 Broadway Market, London, E8 4QJ 
Now standing room only. First come first served. 
Tickets £3 including wine 
books@broadwaybookshophackney.com 
 
Thursday 26th March 2009 
7.30pm 
Iain Sinclair: Hackney, That Rose-Red Empire - A Confidential Report 
Bishopsgate Institute, 230 Bishopsgate, London, EC2M 4QH 
Iain Sinclair, Patrick Wright, Sheila Rowbotham, Rachel Lichtenstein and Michael Rosen 
discuss Iain’s latest publication and his examination of a borough that has been persistently 
revived, reinvented and betrayed. 
£6 / £4 concessions. Advanced booking required. 
Organised in partnership with Newham Bookshop. 
http://www.bishopsgate.org.uk/events_details.asp?EventsID=359   
http://www.newhambooks.co.uk 
 
 
 



Finishing in March 

 
 
Friday 20th February – Tuesday 17th March 2009 
Stephen Gill’s ‘Hackney Flowers’  
- in Japan but check out the website instead if you can’t get there 
G/P Gallery, Tokyo. 
To accompany this show will be a new Hackney publication - 'The Hackney Rag' “, knitting 
together images from a selection of Hackney Series including Hackney Wick, Buried, Hackney 
Flowers, Hackney Flower portraits, Archaeology in Reverse and Warming Down as well as a 
handful of new and unpublished images. 
Also, keep a look out for a selection of original Hackney prints from the Buried series listed for sale 
on Ebay this month. 
http://www.stephengill.co.uk  
 
30th January – 14th March 2009 
Laura Oldfield Ford. London 2013: Drifting through the Ruins 
Hales Gallery, Tea Building, 7 Bethnal Green Road, London, E1 6LA 
This show focuses on Laura Oldfield Ford’s numerous ink drawings produced through regular 
walking ‘drifts’ as part of an ongoing  
project chronicling the impact of regeneration on London’s liminal spaces. Her work has developed 
from the cheaply produced Zine, entitled  
Savage Messiah and it's sister  website which has become a regular vehicle for her 
psychogeographic explorations of the metropolis from Heathrow to Hackney Wick.  
http://www.savagemessiahzine.com  
http://www.halesgallery.com   
 
Friday 27th February –15th March 2009 
Rose Red Empire 
Danielle Arnaud contemporary art, 123 Kennington Road, London SE11 6SF. Private view Friday 
27th – 6-9pm 
Opening hours Fri, Sat & Sun 2.00.-6.00.Artists exhibiting include Onna Grimes, Stephen Gill, Jock 
McFadyen, Emma Matthews and Renchi Bicknell. 
http://daniellearnaud.com  
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
Participation and Projects 
 
 
Starting Monday 20th April 2009 
‘Olympic City’ course  
Birkbeck, Stratford, University of East London Campus, Stratford, London E15 4LZ 
10 week course  examining the cultural, economic, physical, social and political processes and 
impacts of the London 2012 Olympics. It is highly interdisciplinary in its exploration of both the 
grand narratives of the Olympic movement and its smaller stories, localised effects. It looks at the 
upcoming London Olympic games in a historical and global context, exploring the mutation of 
Olympian ideals and the utopian impulse that drives them and concentrates on the exploration of 



the legacy of the Games for the future of London. 
The opportunity to meet with creative practitioners, theorists and policy makers active in this field 
and to visit the Olympic locality, exhibitions and events will also be an integral part of the module. 
Sessions include: 1908 – 1948 – 2012: London’s Olympian Past and Future, Regeneration and the 
Olympics - Legacy and Locality, Branded City,London’s Cultural Olympiad. 
Tutor: Dr Hilary Powell 
Available to book now. £150 (£75 concessions) 
Course information  available at 
 http://www.bbk.ac.uk/study/ce/londonstudies/courses/FFLS052H4.html 
or email hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk  
 
Ongoing 
Wick Curiosity Shop  
Check out http://www.wickcuriosityshop.net  and get in touch if you have more Hackney Wick and 
Olympic edge-lands stories, history, art, images etc to add to the growing archive. 
 
Final deadline for first call for projects March 16th 2009 
This is Not a Gateway Festival 
Call for projects for the second TINAG Festival in October 2009. Application form and info 
available at the festival website: 
http://www.thisisnotagateway.net  
After 2008’s interesting ‘Salon de Refuses Olympique’ we hope to develop this ‘Olympic’ themed 
debate so any relevant projects and plans are welcome in this area. 
 
---------------------------------------------- 
Links of the month 
 
HMUG – Hackney Marshes users group  
Hackney Marsh users group are busy tree planting on the East Marsh planting a ‘buffer zone’ to 
protect the older trees on the edges of the football pitches in preparation for the bulldozers moving 
in and the area being concreted over as a car park for the Olympic Park. If you want to help out 
with any of the hard work and spend a morning on the beautiful marshes sign up for their 
newsletter and find out more about  them and their activities.  
http://www.hackneyenvironment.org.uk 
 
WICK CURIOSITY SHOP 2009 Ltd Edition CALENDARS for sale – 4 left only  £10 
A last chance to purchase a wonderful Ltd edition calendar inspired by the past, present and future 
of Hackney Wick on the edge of the Olympic Park. Made by Polly Brannan of public works 
(http://www.publicworksgroup.net) and Hilary Powell as part of the Wick Curiosity Shop (sneak 
preview available at http://www.wickcuriosityshop.net/shop/170)  
To purchase pay through paypal at the shop or hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk 
 
LOOK OUT FOR 
The launch of the Adaptive Actions publication.  
http://www.adaptiveactions.net 
 
Always worth checking out: 
Hackney Citizen  
http://www.hackneycitizen.co.uk  
Hackney Podcast 
http://www.hackneypodcast.co.uk  
Games monitor 
http://www.gamesmonitor.org.uk  
 



 
---------------------------------------------- 
Broadcasts of the month 
 
Friday 6th March 2009 
5-5.30pm 
I’m Ready for My Closeup. ART BUS 
A resonance FM programme made by Olga Panades based around last month’s ‘Art 
Bus’ trip with Iain Sinclair following the route of his book ‘Hackney: That Rose Red Empire’ 
and including visits to the studios of artists Jock McFadyen and Oona Grimes and Elevator Gallery. 
The ArtBus is run by Kristina McLean from Art Bridge Finance Group and the on-board programme 
is curated by Victoria Brooks and Natalie Kovacs of Sketch. 
More information at 
 http://resonancefm.com/schedule 
More information on the program maker at: 
http://www.ungravitational.net 
http://virtualfirefly.wordpress.com 

 
 
CHANNEL 4 NEWS 
Author attacks 2012 Legacy 
http://www.channel4.com/news/articles/politics/domestic_politics/author+attacks+2012+olympic+le
gacy+/2952657  
 
ARD TV 
A 45-minute version of ARD TV’s film about east end canals and the Olympic zone film runs on 
Phoenix (a German documentary 
and news channel) Sunday 1st March at 21:45 
http://www.phoenix.de/content/phoenix/die_sendungen/nostalgie_auf_dem_wasser/223945?datum
=2009-02-22 
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OPTIMISTIC OLYMPIAD 
 
A monthly newsletter brought to you by: 
 
 

 
 
PUDDING MILL RIVER: Purveyors of Sporting Spirits and Foodstuffs  
http://puddingmillriver.blogspot.com   
 
Not content with sharing the delicious fruits of the lower lea valley Pudding Mill River are keen to bring 
together some equally tantalising ideas and debate around the Olympics.  
ONGOING CALL. If you’re working on projects engaging with the changing East End and the Olympics 
do get in touch as we build an archive of the alternative voices surrounding the more official cultural 
programme. We also run quarterly events of which documentation of the various artists and projects 
involved can be seen in the growing Wick Curiosity Shop. (http://www.wickcuriosityshop.net) 
  
To unsubscribe reply to this message with unsubscribe as the subject heading 
To list events and info contact hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk 
 
 

APRIL 2009  
 
CONTENTS 
Upcoming events April  
Vu-topia. Features on Film 

 Limehouse Loop 
Legacy Now  
 Hackney Boots 

Hackney Wick Library 

Hackney Marsh Users group big litter pick. Starting out forest gardening 

Hackney Society Heritage Trail 

Does Culture Matter 

East End Film Festival 

River Lea Vale Walk 
ADAPTIVE ACTION LAUNCH 

 

JEM FINER blue fence band 



Participation and Projects 
Birkbeck ‘Olympic City’ course starts  
The Wick Curiosity Shop  
TINAG Festival 2009 2nd call deadline 
Call for hackney wicked festival 
London Transport Museum East London Line project 
Hackey Society 
Green Sundays 
Artist’s taking the lead. 
Forman’s restaurant opens 
http://www.formanandfield.com/news/formans-restaurant-open-
for-reservations-now-a-8.html 
Links of the month 
 savage messiah new zine 
 
 
 
Also got some stuff too late to list for march but still good to mention 
Hackney society’s ‘beating the bounds of the Games’ wak 
The 
 
Image/Video of the month  
 Iain Sinclair’s 8mm  
Aaron Williamson – Olympic Gold Handicap. SHAPE inspired by 2012 Olympic Commission. 
 
And, hopefully you caught the BBC series ‘Building the Dream’  
 
 
Upcoming events – April 
 
Various ‘Legacy Now’ Roadshows 
  
http://www.legacy-now.co.uk  
 
Hackney Boots  
http://www.myspace.com/hackneyboots 
http://www.wickcuriosityshop.net/shop/58 
 
Does Culture Matter? 
Date: 27th April 2009, 1.30 pm. Venue: Skeel Lecture Theatre, Queen Mary, UoL 
Against a backdrop of radical shake-ups to cultural funding and support, and an 
international financial crisis, in which cultural services are vulnerable to 
reductions in public spending, our panel asks how culture is valued and what it 
can contribute. Speakers are drawn from a range of influential thinkers and 
practitioners from the sector, chaired by Paul Heritage, Professor of Drama and 
Performance, Queen Mary, University of London, and Artistic Director, People's 
Palace Projects http://www.peoplespalace.org.uk/ 
Speakers include: 
- Sir Brian McMaster - Author of Supporting Excellence in the Arts: From 
Measurement to Judgement (2008) and Former Director of Edinburgh 
International Festival. 
- Keith Khan - Head of Culture London 2012, award-winning artist, and cofounder 
of motiroti. 
- Stefano Harney - Reader in Strategy and Director of Global Learning, School of 
Business and Management, Queen Mary, University of London 
- Stella Hall, Creative Director of the Culture 10 Programme in Newcastle 
Gateshead and chair of many major committees for the Arts Council and 



Regional Arts Boards. 
To book, please visit http://www.qmul.ac.uk/artsweek2009/ 
  
1-4pm 
River Lea Vale Walk 
Meet: House Mill, Three Mill Lane London, E3 3DU  
A three hour walk along the Lea Valley, starting from Three Mills and ending at St. James Street. 
Points of interest on the route include The Greenway (Olympic Park viewpoint), River Lea Navigation, 
Old Ford Lock Keeper's Cottages, Middlesex Filter Beds, Lea Bridge Sluices, Walthamstow Marshes, 
and Coppermill Lane (Thames Water Reservoirs). 
  
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
Participation and Projects 
 
 
Starting Monday 20th April 2009 
‘Olympic City’ course  
Birkbeck, Stratford, University of East London Campus, Stratford, London E15 4LZ 
10 week course  examining the cultural, economic, physical, social and political processes and impacts 
of the London 2012 Olympics. It is highly interdisciplinary in its exploration of both the grand narratives 
of the Olympic movement and its smaller stories, localised effects. It looks at the upcoming London 
Olympic games in a historical and global context, exploring the mutation of Olympian ideals and the 
utopian impulse that drives them and concentrates on the exploration of the legacy of the Games for 
the future of London. 
The opportunity to meet with creative practitioners, theorists and policy makers active in this field and 
to visit the Olympic locality, exhibitions and events will also be an integral part of the module. Sessions 
include: 1908 – 1948 – 2012: London’s Olympian Past and Future, Regeneration and the Olympics - 
Legacy and Locality, Branded City,London’s Cultural Olympiad. 
Tutor: Dr Hilary Powell 
Available to book now. £150 (£75 concessions) 
Course information  available at 
 http://www.bbk.ac.uk/study/ce/londonstudies/courses/FFLS052H4.html 
or email hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk  
 
Ongoing 
Wick Curiosity Shop  
Check out http://www.wickcuriosityshop.net  and get in touch if you have more Hackney Wick and 
Olympic edge-lands stories, history, art, images etc to add to the growing archive. 
 
  
This is Not a Gateway Festival 
Call for projects for the second TINAG Festival in October 2009. Application form and info available at 
the festival website: 
http://www.thisisnotagateway.net  
After 2008’s interesting ‘Salon de Refuses Olympique’ we hope to develop this ‘Olympic’ themed 
debate so any relevant projects and plans are welcome in this area. 
http://www.artiststakingthelead.org.uk/ 
 
Beating the Bounds of the Games in Hackney Wick 
 
The Hackney Society, in collaboration with Hackney Archives, have published an 
illustrated storywalk about the history of Hackney Wick. Aimed at children the 
printed storywalk guides you round the heart of Hackney Wick with poems by 
Ralph Rochester. For a free copy contact Lisa  lisa@hackneysociety.org or 
telephone 020 8806 4003. 



---------------------------------------------- 
Links of the month 
 
  
  
 
Always worth checking out: 
Hackney Citizen  
http://www.hackneycitizen.co.uk  
Hackney Podcast 
http://www.hackneypodcast.co.uk  
Games monitor 
http://www.gamesmonitor.org.uk  
 
---------------------------------------------- 
Image/Video of the month 
 
foremans fish eye view 
http://www.formanandfield.com/fisheyeview 
 
iain sinclir 
 
Bbc building the dream 
http://www.gamesmonitor.org.uk/node/788 
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OPTIMISTIC  OLYMPIAD 
 
A monthly newsletter SPONSORED by: 
 
 
PUDDING MILL  RIVER: Purveyors of Sporting Spirits and Foodstuffs  
 
Not content  with sharing the delicious fruits of the lower lea valley Pudding Mill River 
 are keen to bring together some equally tantalising ideas and debate around  the 
Olympics.  
ONGOING CALL. If you’re working on projects engaging with  the changing East End 
and the Olympics do get in touch as we build an archive  of the alternative voices 
surrounding the more official cultural programme. We  also run quarterly events of 
which documentation of the various artists and  projects involved can be seen in the 
growing Wick Curiosity Shop. (http://www.wickcuriosityshop.net) 
  
To unsubscribe reply to this message with unsubscribe as the  subject heading 
To list events and info contact  hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk 
 
MAY 2009  
 
CONTENTS 
Upcoming events May 
Dawn  Chorus 
Three Mills Loop 
Festival of Europe 
Arcola Green  Sundays 
Blue Movies 
Elevator Gallery –last chance to see ‘No Man’s  Land’ 
Wickcentrics – portrait painting – the mission 
Beating the  Bounds 
Urban Encounters  
 
Participation and Projects 
Canary  wharf film festival 
TINAG Festival 2009 2nd call announced 
Call for  Hackney Wicked Festival 
London Transport Museum East London Line  project 
The Wick Curiosity Shop  
London 2012  programming: 
Unsung Heroes 
Artist’s taking the Lead 
Design a  Garden for the Olympic Park 
Open Weekend 
Links of the  month 
Hackney Podcast  
Jem Finer: The Rise and Fall of the Olympic  State 
Image/Video of the month  
Aaron Williamson – Olympic Gold  Handicap.  
Gainsborough school webcam link 
 

Upcoming events – May  2009 
 
Sunday 3rd May 2009  5.30am-8am 
Dawn Chorus walk  on Hackney Marshes with Hackney Marshes Users Group 
Meet at the Princess of Wales pub on Lea  Bridge Road (by Lea Bridge).   
http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?X=535593&amp;Y=186575&amp;A=Y&amp;Z=1
10 



Gary James will be leading the walk,  identifying the bird-song.   The walk will 
followed  by breakfast at the Tree Nursery.   
Bring binoculars, if you  have them, or just enjoy listening!  
If you arrive late, phone 07812 650253 to find out  where we are.  
www.hackneyenvironment.org.uk/HM   
 
Sunday 3rd May 2009   1pm - 4pm 
Three Mills Loop walk 
House Mill,  Three Mill Lane, London, E3 3DU  
A circular walk from Three Mill Lane in  East London (Bow) along the River Lea 
Navigation and past the Olympic Park.  Starting from House Mill at 1pm. All welcome: 
see the website for more  details. 
http://upcoming.yahoo.com/event/1485822/ 
http://bit.ly/three_mills_loop 
 
AND   - it could be a busy Sunday....... 
 
------------------ 
April 30th-May 10th  2009 
London Festival of Europe 
The London Festival of  Europe 2009 brings to London a series of public events and 
artistic happenings  promoting imaginative thinking about Europe’s future and its 
relation to the  rest of the world. Highlights include special focus on the City, 
processions  and theatre performances and an international congress of writers and 
 artists.  
Full program: www.festivalofeurope.eu 
This  includes: 
Sunday 3rd May 2-7pm 
Green Sundays 
A discussion on  urban regeneration and artistic resistance with screenings of ‘The 
Games’  (Hilary Powell 2007), The Village Underground (Dan Edelstyn 2007) and 
The  Solitary Life of Cranes (Eva Weber 2008) to finish off the afternoon’s  activities 
at Arcola Theatre’s Green Sunday. Green Sunday’s are events  dedicated to film, 
music, reading, games and discussions exploring  environmental and ecological 
themes that celebrate, question and propose  different ways of viewing the world. 
When this is over travel by overland  overland train from Dalston Kingsland to 
 Hackney Wick for the below. 
www.greensundays.org.uk 
 
Sunday 3rd May 7.30 -  10pm 
Blue Movies on the Greenway  
Meet at Hackney Wick  station at 7.30pm for a walk through the Wick and a picnic 
accompanied by both  blue tainted filmic visions and a vision of the rapidly rising 
stadium. This summer marks a new phase in the Olympic  development. The ‘Blue 
period’ is over. The vivid blue perimeter fence that  surrounds the olympic park is 
gradually being replaced by high security  electrified wire. To mark this point on the 
countdown to the new city of 2012  and celebrate the resilient wild fringes of the 
Olympic zone join us for a  walk ,picnic and film screening event. 
Participants include Alana Jelenik  with ‘Capital Growth’ and  films screening include 
‘Outfall’ a film for  and with the Greenway by David Knight , Parklife by Tessa 
Garland, Jem Finer’s  The Rise and Fall of the Olympic State, the OSA’s ‘Point of 
View’ and  Jean-Francois Prost’s ‘All Aboard.’ 
The event is organised by Hilary Powell  of Optimistic Productions. Thanks to Festival 
of Europe, SDNA, Elevator  Gallery and sponsors -  Pudding Mill River. 
Contact hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk for more  details 
PROBLEMS WITH OVERLAND RAIL LINES THIS WEEKEND SO CHECK TRAVEL 
 OPTIONS 
 



This will also include a last chance to see: 
No Man’s  Land 
Curated by Brendan Murphy and Cherie Marie Viederveld and Simon  Reuben-White. 
No Man’s Land is defined as an unoccupied area, land that is  unowned and 
uninhabited (and possibly undesirable) and the ambiguous region  between two 
categories or states or conditions (usually containing some  features of both) where 
there is still a twilight zone, the tantalizing  occurrences that are probably noise but 
might possibly be a signal. 
http://www.elevatorgallery.co.uk 
 
----------- 
Ongoing - April 14th - June 2nd Tuesday Nights from 7-10  pm  
Wickcentrics  
91 Eastway, Hackney  Wick  
A Portrait Painting Session Series to be Held at The Mission  Arts Club 
Hackney Wick as it stands, is a place on the verge of  disappearance.  What will the 
faces of Hackney Wick look like after it  has morphed from non-destination into 
Olympic Village?  This Industrial  Ghost town is home to artistic and musical talent, 
immigrants,  fine-up-standings and the penniless.  You are invited to come and paint 
a  series of 8 WickCentric habitants dressed in their own characterful get-up in  a 
unique environment:  The historic (and soon to be history) Eton  Mission.  
Panel painting surfaces are available.  Please bring  your own paint and/or drawing 
materials. Cost per session is approximately £5  to cover model costs.  
Busses: 30, 388, 26, 236, 276  Train:   Hackney Wick 
 
Sunday 17th May  2009 
Beating the Bounds 
Meet the New Lammas Land  defence committee from 12 noon for lunch and willow 
dressing at the Hare and  Hounds, Lea Bridge Road, Leyton E10 or join them for the 
Election of Thegns at  2.15pm on the lawn by the entrance to the Waterworks Visitor 
Centre, Lammas  Road, just off Lea Bridge Road, and part of the Lea Valley Regional 
Park. Join  then in Beating the Bounds of one of our thousands  of common lands 
and  village greens that suffer enclosure, fragmentation and encroachment on their 
 margins -  marking community rights of access and celebrating the  summer. 
More information 0790 4159398 
 
Saturday 23 May 2009,  10am–6pm 
Urban Encounters: Rethinking Landscape 
How can the city be  framed in images? This symposium, organised with the Centre 
for Urban and  Community Research at Goldsmiths, University of London, will explore 
this  question through the lens of contemporary urban photography. Speakers will 
 discuss the nature of urban photography in relation to migration, place,  identity and 
the cultural geographies of city life in Britain and  internationally.  
http://www.tate.org.uk/britain/eventseducation/symposia/17657.htm 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
Participation  and Projects 
 
Early Deadline: 13th May, 09:  £5 
Final Deadline: 24th June, 09: £8 
Canary Wharf Film Festival  open for submission 
In their first two years CWFF have screened films  exploring the changing area for 
example Lilly LaMia’s Bulk Haul and Optimistic  Production’s The Games. They are 
now accepting  short films of all genres  under 15 minutes.  
For more information see: 
http://www.cwff.org.uk 
 
This  is Not a Gateway Festival 
Specific call for projects for the second  TINAG Festival in October 2009.  



Got Something to Say About The City :  Speakers Corner meets Pecha Kucha 
at the TINAG Festival 2009 
This is  your opportunity to get on your soapbox for 5 – 7 minutes, seek feedback or 
to  share the key results/ideas of your research projects;  
undergraduate,  masters or PhD thesis. Describe your research or point of contention 
in 50  words or less and send it to   coordinators@thisisnotagateway.net. 
After  2008’s interesting ‘Salon de Refuses Olympique’ we hope to develop this 
 ‘Olympic’ themed debate so any relevant projects and plans are welcome in this 
 area. 
http://www.thisisnotagateway.net   
 
Call for artist’s  proposals 
Hackney Wicked Festival 31st July – 2nd  August 
Hackney Wicked is a major art festival in Hackney Wick. Hosting  the new blood of 
contemporary art, hundreds of artists will be featured in a  rising generation of 
galleries and open studios combined, live music and art  installations around 
Hackney Wick. Contact  laura.may@hackneywicked.com with submissions.    
Also check out their website and facebook group for other  vacancies working on the 
2009 festival. 
http://www.hackneywicked.com/ 
Individual  galleries involved are also putting out individual calls for the festival and 
 beyond: 
Deadline: Friday 26 June  2009 
Elevator Gallery 
Elevator Gallery is on a mission  to find artists of the future. We are seeking 
applications from early career  artists, graduates and art students working in any 
media. Application  available to download at their website 
http://www.elevatorgallery.co.uk/future.html 
Other  galleries involved: 
Schwartz Gallery 
http://www.schwartzgallery.co.uk 
The  Residence 
http://www.residence-gallery.com 
  
 
Ongoing 
London Transport Museum East London  Line project 
London moves East 
Interested in local history  and the changes happening in your area? London 
Transport Museum wants to find  out what you think about the social and physical 
changes occurring in your  local area. Become a ‘community collector’ and work with 
London Transport  Museum to collect and record material relating to the East London 
Line  developments. You’ll learn new skills, meet new people and get a  behind-the-
scenes look at how museums work. 
To find out more or express  your interest contact Michelle Brown on 020 7565 7424, 
michelle.brown@ltmuseum.co.uk 
 
Ongoing 
Wick Curiosity Shop  
Check  out http://www.wickcuriosityshop.net  and get in touch if you have more 
Hackney Wick and Olympic  edge-lands stories, history, art, images etc to add to the 
growing  archive 
 
ALL THE BELOW ARE PART OF  LONDON 2012 PROGRAMMING 
 
Deadline Friday 29th May 2009 
Artist’s  taking the Lead 
Submit a 400 word project proposal online for this new  London 2012 / Arts Council 
nationwide commissioning programme. 



http://www.artiststakingthelead.org.uk/ 
By 22nd May 2009 
Unsung heroes required for  ‘Rooted in the Earth’ 
Nominate a hackney hero and if their name is one  of the five picked it will be planted 
out as a display of flowers in a London  park. 
Joshua Sofaer – the artist and winner of the CREATE 08 award will be  leading a 
series of work shops approaching the project from the perspectives  of Citizenship, 
History, Family, Gardening and Creative  Writing throughout May. If you or your 
organisation is  interested in taking part in these contact 
helen.goodsell@hackney.gov.uk 
http://www.rootedintheearth.co.uk 
Deadline 31st July 2009 
Design a Garden for  the Olympic Park 
London 2012 have teamed up with RHS to launch a  competition to design a garden 
for the Olympic Park.They’re looking for a  young person andan adult gardening 
enthusiast to draw, paint, computer design  or create a collage design idea for their 
garden on an A4 sheet of paper, and  accompany it with a short explanatory note. 
The garden will measure a quarter  of an acre (about a quarter of a football pitch) in 
size. More information  at: 
http://www.rhs.org.uk/news/olympicpark.asp 
Open to registration for 24th-26th July 
Open  Weekend  
If you’re planning an event for this summer that would benefit  from being part of 
wider programming and publicity see: 
 www.london2012.com/openweekend   
 
--------------------------------------------- 
Links of the  month 
 
Hackney Podcast 
Coming up in the May edition: a tour of  the 2012 Olympic Park with landscape 
architect John Hopkins 
http://www.hackneypodcast.co.uk    
 
Jem Finer -  "The Rise and Fall of the  Olympic State" 
An Olympic ‘sound map’ in three parts 
http://elrino.co.uk/olympic/ 
 
Always  worth picking up or checking out: 
Hackney Citizen  
http://www.hackneycitizen.co.uk   
Games monitor 
http://www.gamesmonitor.org.uk   
 
---------------------------------------------- 
Image/Video  of the month 
 

 
 
Friday 22nd May - Monday 1 June 2009 
Aaron  Williamson - 100 Metres Gold Handicap (King Midas) 
Royal  Festival Hall Foyer, Level 2 Blue Side 
King Midas - the mythical Greek  figure - is attempting the 100 metres. He really 
ought to be the perfect  Olympian since everything he touches turns to gold. However 
having turned  himself to gold he is heavily handicapped. 
Aaron Williamson's new film work  invites the watched to question the Olympics and 
what they say about disabled  people's bodies. It is screened on a loop. 
Commissioned by Shape 



http://www.southbankcentre.co.uk/all-events/productions/100-metres-gold-handicap-
king-midas--84f 
http://www.aaronwilliamson.co.uk/ 
http://www.shapearts.org.uk/ 
 
 
Gainsborough  school’s Olympic visions 
http://www.gainsborough.hackney.sch.uk/ 
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Not content with sharing the delicious fruits of the lower lea valley Pudding Mill River are keen to 
bring together some equally tantalising ideas and debate around the Olympics.  
 
Following on from May’s ‘Blue Movies’ comes another event as part of the ongoing 
‘Fringe in the Fringelands’.  On the evening of Monday 15th June join us for the 
launch of Jean-Francois Prost’s ‘Adaptive Actions’ (http://www.adaptiveactions.net) 
publication and watch films projected onto the sails of boats crafted from the former 
blue fence made by Will Shannon. MORE INFO AND INVITE TO COME –get in 
touch with hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk to get involved/for more information. 
 
 

 
 
May’s Olympic BLUE MOVIES 
An outdoor screening event marking the replacement of the Olympic blue fence for wire 
and electricity and the start of a fertile summer in the Lower Lea Valley. 
As dusk fell on Sunday 3rd May a crowd congregated at Hackney Wick station and made their way 
through the Wick and along the canal stopping to watch Calum F Kerr and collaborators launch a 
giant paper origami peace crane onto the waterway. On arrival at our Greenway destination we 
found that the blue fences had come down fast so we tucked into a picnic and watched the sunset 
over the skeleton of the Olympic Stadium before heading down to one of the last remaining pieces 
of the blue fence jutting out over dark waterways at Old Ford Lock onto which we projected our 
‘blue movies’. Films included Jean-Francois Prost’s ‘All Aboard’ blue fence paint interventions , 
David Knight’s ‘Outfall’ -a beautiful ode to and experience of the Greenway with live narration, 
Hilary Powell’s DIY Olympics ‘ The Games’ and Jem Finer’s attempt to blow down the blue fence 
in ‘The Rise and Fall of the Olympic State.’ 
 
The event was organised by Hilary Powell of Optimistic Productions 
(http://www.optimisticproductions.co.uk). Thanks to London Festival of Europe ( 
http://www.euroalter.com/london-festival-of-europe/) for support and publicity, David Cowland for 
providing fantastic photographs of OSA and Blueprint’s ‘Point of View’, all the artists and 
everyone who came along, helped carry picnic and equipment and created a great atmosphere. 
Special thanks to Dan Edelstyn of Optimistic Productions particularly for brokering good relations 
with police and security with dogs and to Olly Lambert for his steadfast filming and insistence on 
civil liberties in the face of the aforementioned. 
 
A film of the event will be available to view shortly. 
 
To unsubscribe reply to this message with unsubscribe as the subject heading 
To list events and info contact hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk 
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Upcoming events – June 2009 
 
Tuesday 2nd June – Monday 31st August 2009 
Big Blue Fence 
Hackney Museum, Technology and Learning Centre, Reading Lane, London, E8 1GQ 
The Big Blue Fence Interactive Installation is a scale model based on a section of the 2012 
Olympic site fence and showcases the work of  
Immediate Theatre’s Big Blue Fence project. Working with schools and community groups in the 
Hackney Wick area, the  Big Blue Fence project gives people living next to the Olympic site the 
opportunity to record stories, develop creative ideas and express their views about living in the 
area and the changes that have taken place. Community and museum workshops will  explore 
E9’s rich heritage from the 1948 London Olympics to the present, capturing change in stories, 
pictures and memorabilia.  
http://www.immediate-theatre.com/youth_projects/big_blue_fence/ 
http://www.hackney.gov.uk/cm-museum 
 
Friday 5th June 2009 9.30am to 4pm 
2nd Olympic Legacies: People,Place, Enterprise 
University of Greenwich 
The theme of this year’s  annual symposium on Olympic legacies is "Olympic Legacies: Global 
Stage, Local Impacts". 
The London 2012 games are set to transform London, and east London in particular. The 
symposium aims to draw together policy makers, business 
people and academic researchers to discuss and share views on the impact of the games. Key 
speakers include: James Mark: Group Head of Event Management and Olympic Project Director at 
ExCeL London and Dr Temtsel Hao: Senior producer at the BBC World Service China 
Place are limited. To reserve your free place and for further details visit: 
http://www.gre.ac.uk/business_events 
 
Saturday 6th – Friday 26th June 2009 
Slump City 
SPACE, 129-131 Mare Street, London, E8 3RH 
As the consequences of the global recession take effect, the regeneration of the traditional home 
of London’s largest artist community in East London has slowed and the promised Olympic legacy 
looks in doubt. It is within this context that SPACE presents ‘Slump City’, an exhibition presenting 
the work of three emerging artists whose visionary and haunting work combines gothic fantasy, 



poetic social realism and psycho-geography to imagine the urban periphery. Laura Oldfield Ford, 
Karen Russo and Tessa Farmer. 
The show also includes a tour of Hackney Wick and ‘Slump Screenings’ on Thursday 18th June. 
http://www.spacestudios.org.uk 
 
Saturday 6th June 2009 2pm -7pm 
Olympic Visions  
The Nunnery, Bow Arts Lane, 181-103 Bow Road, London, E3 2SJ 
A one day showcase event featuring lens based and performance work by artists in response to 
London’s 2012 Olympic Games and the regeneration that is happening across the Lower Lea 
Valley and East London. 
Part of Visions in the Nunnery. 
http://www.nunnery.org 
 
Sunday 7th June 
Three Mills Loop  
Meet at 1pm at House Mill, Three Mill Lane 
London,  E3 3DU Get Directions 
A circular walk from Three Mill Lane in East London (Bow) along the River Lea Navigation and 
past the Olympic Park.  
 see http://upcoming.yahoo.com/event/1486705/ 
http://bit.ly/three_mills_loop 
 
 
Monday 15th June  2009 7.30pm  
Blue Movies continued – start/part of FRINGE IN THE FRINGELANDS   
INVITE COMING SOON. Get in touch with hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk for more info. 
 
Saturday 20th June 2009  
CREATE 09 Festival begins...... 
From June 20th until August 2nd 2009 they’ll be lots of cultural activities and festivals going on in 
the Olympic host boroughs under the umbrella of CREATE 09. Info coming soon in brochures and 
on the website  
http://www.createlondon.org/ 
 
SUMMER SOLSTICE Sunday 21st June  2009 1pm - 4pm 
Limehouse Loop Walk 
Meet Pavilion Cafe, Victoria Park, Grove Road, London,E3 5SN  
A circular walk along starting in Victoria Park, then along the towpaths of the Hertford Union Canal, 
Limehouse Cut, through Limehouse Basin and then along the Regent's Canal. Finish back at 
Victoria Park. 
http://bit.ly/limehouse_loop 
 
Monday 22nd June 2009 6-8pm 
Collecting the Olympics  
Hackney Museum, Technology and Learning Centre, Reading Lane, London, E8 1GQ ( This is not 
an open event. Pre booking essential) 
This session explores the way in which a range of individuals and organisations are 
committed to recording and collecting the multiple voices of the Olympic edge-lands 
during this time of change and their reasons for doing so. It explores the importance of 
these processes of documentation, collection and mediation in building a heterogeneous 
vision of the site in the face of the grand narratives of regeneration and the ‘Olympic 
Story’ as a whole.  
Presentations from: 
The Wick Curiosity Shop. http://www.wickcuriosityshop.net 
Penny Cliff of the Big Blue Fence project. http://www.immediate-
theatre.com/youth_projects/big_blue_fence/ 
Dr Mary Smith – Project Manager of the East London Lives 2012 digital archive project. 
http://www.uel.ac.uk/ell2012/index.htm 
Michelle Brown of the Transport Museum’s  East London Line community collecting. 
The session is primarily a class session for students on the current Birkbeck ‘Olympic City’ course 
but it is open to other interested parties – to join the session please contact Hilary Powell at 



hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk to get your name on the door list as there can be no admittance 
to the Museum without pre-booking. 
Thank you very much to Sue McAlpine and Hackney Museum for being the perfect host for this 
session and to Andreas Lang of public works (http://www.publicworksgroup.net) for leading it.  
 
Wednesday 24th June 2009, 7pm 
Cultural City: How Arts Policies Influence Space  
St. Anne's Community Hall 55 Dean St, London W1D 6AF  
This spring emerging artists and urban practitioners will explore the impact the next general 
election could have on UK cities. Would a change of government be 'more of the same' or usher in 
a new period of radical change? How can artists be brought further into social planning, such a 
regeneration? How might a city free or targets and an emphasis on 'outcomes and outputs' feel? 
Would differences be celebrated, or is it time we left diversity debates behind? Might cultural funds 
and energy shift away from the diverse centre to the suburbs and the rural? Would a change of 
government usher in a new culture of resistance in our cities? This Salon is supported by Arts 
Council England. A post salon essay will be written by Sukhdev Sandhu.  
To attend, please register: coordinators@thisisnotagateway.net  
http://www.thisisnotagateway.net 
 
Saturday 27th June 2009 10am -4pm 
A Line is There to be Broken: Constructing Sites 
As part of Urban Edge series of workshops at CUCR (Centre for Urban and Community Research) 
at Goldsmiths photographers Tristan Fennell, David Kendall and Gesche Wuerfel are organising 
the workshop and seminar: ‘A Line is There to be Broken: Constructing Sites’ linked to their 
exhibition "A Line is There to be Broken’ (19th-25th June)  at Viewfinder Photography Gallery, 
Greenwich. The workshop will focus on mega events in Global Cities and the effects of those 
events on cities and the local population. It includes a walk  around the Olympic site in Stratford-
Hackney Wick returning to the Gallery to discuss the issues raised and photographs made during 
the workshop. 
A nominal cost of £10 is charged for each workshop. Booking is essential: c.keegan@gold.ac.uk 
and limited to 20 places. 
http://www.viewfinder.org.uk 
http://www.gold.ac.uk/cucr 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
Participation and Projects 
 
Until June 8th. Tuesday Nights from 7-10 pm  
Wickcentrics  
The Mission Arts Club, 91 Eastway, Hackney Wick.  
Hackney Wick as it stands, is a place on the verge of disappearance.  What will the faces of 
Hackney Wick look like after it has morphed from non-destination into Olympic Village?  This 
Industrial Ghost town is home to artistic and musical talent, immigrants, fine-up-standings and the 
penniless.  You are invited to come and paint a series of 8 WickCentric habitants dressed in their 
own characterful get-up in a unique environment:  The historic (and soon to be history) Eton 
Mission. Previous sitters include photographer Stephen Gill and Ralph Phillips of Hackney Boots.  
Panel painting surfaces are available.  Please bring your own paint and/or drawing materials. Cost 
per session is approximately £5 to cover model costs.  
Busses: 30, 388, 26, 236, 276  Train:  Hackney Wick. 
  
Olympic myths and legends wanted – by 20th June 2009 
Tales from the Forest  
A public fairy tale writing project led by artist Katja Rosenberg. Part of Waltham Forest' Fellowship 
Art Challenge activities 2009.  
http://exhibitions.weebly.com/tales-from-the-forest-2009.html 
 
This  is Not a Gateway Festival 
Specific call for projects for the second  TINAG Festival in October 2009.  
Got Something to Say About The City :  Speakers Corner meets Pecha Kucha at the TINAG 
Festival 2009 
This is  your opportunity to get on your soapbox for 5 – 7 minutes, seek feedback or to  share the 
key results/ideas of your research projects;  
undergraduate,  masters or PhD thesis. Describe your research or point of contention in 50  words 



or less and send it to   coordinators@thisisnotagateway.net. 
After  2008’s interesting ‘Salon de Refuses Olympique’ we hope to develop this  ‘Olympic’ themed 
debate so any relevant projects and plans are welcome in this  area. 
http://www.thisisnotagateway.net   
 
Call for artist’s  proposals 
Hackney Wicked Festival 31st July – 2nd  August 
Hackney Wicked is a major art festival in Hackney Wick. Hosting  the new blood of contemporary 
art, hundreds of artists will be featured in a  rising generation of galleries and open studios 
combined, live music and art  installations around Hackney Wick. Contact 
 laura.may@hackneywicked.com with submissions.    
Also check out their website and facebook group for other  vacancies working on the 2009 festival. 
http://www.hackneywicked.com/ 
Individual  galleries involved are also putting out individual calls for the festival and  beyond: 
Deadline: Friday 26 June  2009 
Elevator Gallery 
Elevator Gallery is on a mission  to find artists of the future. We are seeking applications from early 
career  artists, graduates and art students working in any media. Application  available to 
download at their website 
http://www.elevatorgallery.co.uk/future.html 
Other  galleries involved: 
Schwartz Gallery 
http://www.schwartzgallery.co.uk 
The  Residence 
http://www.residence-gallery.com 
 
Ongoing 
London Transport Museum East London  Line project 
London moves East 
Interested in local history  and the changes happening in your area? London Transport Museum 
wants to find  out what you think about the social and physical changes occurring in your  local 
area. Become a ‘community collector’ and work with London Transport  Museum to collect and 
record material relating to the East London Line  developments. You’ll learn new skills, meet new 
people and get a  behind-the-scenes look at how museums work. 
To find out more or express  your interest contact Michelle Brown on 020 7565 7424, 
michelle.brown@ltmuseum.co.uk 
 
ONGOING CALL. If you’re working on projects engaging with the changing East End and the 
Olympics do get in touch as we build an archive of the alternative voices surrounding the more 
official cultural programme. We also run quarterly events of which documentation of the various 
artists and projects involved can be seen in the growing Wick Curiosity Shop. 
(http://www.wickcuriosityshop.net) - get in touch if you have more Hackney Wick and Olympic 
edge-lands stories, history, art, images etc to add to the growing archive. 
 
---------------------------------------------- 
Links of the month 

 
Before the Gold Rush 
A work by Cathy Ward concerned with Olympic led urban erasure in which oils on cloth 
depicting idyllic pastures of allotments and corn fuse with pierced brass plates, and 
chav bling.  If you’re in the south west the project is on at Aspex Gallery, Portsmouth as 
part of ‘Tender Vessels’ – a collaborative show with Eric Wright until 14th June 2009. 
http://www.aspex.org.uk/exhibitions.htm 
http://www.ward-wright.com/ 
 
Always worth picking up or checking out: 
Hackney Citizen  
http://www.hackneycitizen.co.uk  
Games monitor 
http://www.gamesmonitor.org.uk  
 
---------------------------------------------- 



Image/Video of the month 
 
 
 

 
Marsh mists 
David George 
http://davidgeorge.eu/ 
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Not content with sharing the delicious fruits of the lower lea valley Pudding Mill 
River are keen to bring together some equally tantalising ideas, events, 
explorations and debate around the Olympics.  
To unsubscribe reply to this message with unsubscribe as the subject heading 
To list events and info contact hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk 
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---- 
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Upcoming events – July 2009 
 
Sunday 5th July 2009 1-4pm 
Three Mills Loop  
Meet at 1pm at House Mill, Three Mill Lane, London,  E3 3DU  
A circular walk from Three Mill Lane in East London (Bow) along the River 
Lea Navigation and past the Olympic Park.  
 see http://upcoming.yahoo.com/group/14831/ 
http://bit.ly/The_Netwalking_Club 
 
Monday 6th July 2009. 6.30pm onwards 
HACKNEY WICK FESTIVAL MEETING 
Space. Triangle. 129 - 131 Mare St, Hackney, E8 3RH 
If you’re working on projects in Hackney Wick and would like to get involved in 
the upcoming  Hackney Wick Festival in September 2009 come for a drink 
and chat out in the courtyard. 
Bring a bottle. Nibbles available. 
http://www.spacestudios.org.uk/contact/SPACE/ 
 
Sunday 12th July 2009 
Wick Curiosity Shop and the 2012 Digital Archive Project at the Leabank 
Square ‘Big Clean Up’ 
Meet the lovely residents of Leabank Square living right opposite the Olympic 
park, hear about their projects and get to know people whilst helping clean up 
the area. 
The Wick Curiosity Shop will be in the square opening the shop, sharing 
songs and stories, running a raffle and photo booth and inviting residents to 
produce their own leabank square poster for the shop. They’ll be joined by the 
East London Lives project 2012 project documenting the lives of East 
Londoners in the run up to 2012.  
http://www.wickcuriosityshop.net 
http://leabanksquare.blogspot.com 
http://www.uel.ac.uk/ell2012/ 
 
Sunday 12th July 2009 2pm 
Hackney Society Triathlon 
Meet at Kings Hall, Lower Clapton Road, E5 
Sport meets local history and heritage. Swim, cycle and walk your way round 
Hackney’s historic swimming pools with Simon Inglis – co-author of Great 
Lengths: The Swimming Pools of Britain. The tour will include King’s Hall, 
Pitfield Street Baths, Haggerston Baths and finish with a swim at London 
Fields Lido (LFL). 
FREE, except swim at LFL. Bicycles required for travel between pools. 
http://www.hackneysociety.org/events.htm 
 
Sunday 12th July 2009 11am-2pm 
River Lea Vale Walk  
A three hour walk along the Lea Valley, starting from Three Mills and ending 



at St. James Street. Points of interest on the route include The Greenway 
(Olympic Park viewpoint), River Lea Navigation, Old Ford Lock Keeper's 
Cottages, Middlesex Filter Beds, Lea Bridge Sluices, Walthamstow Marshes, 
and Coppermill Lane (Thames Water Reservoirs). 
Meet at Three Mills at 11am for a route to reach Walthamstow Marshes for 
2pm to celebrate and learn more about the Lea Valley’s rich history of 
invention and production at the AVRO Aircraft Centenary event during the 
afternoon.  
see http://upcoming.yahoo.com/group/14831/ 
http://bit.ly/The_Netwalking_Club 
 
Friday 17th July 2009. 5-8pm 
Legacy Now Youth Panel and the Light Surgeons 
See the Legacy Now Youth Panel’s view of the future of the Olympic Park with 
the Light Surgeons mixing videos and sound onto a 3D model of the new City 
– accompanied by lively debate and free food and drink. The event is aimed at 
young people between 12 and 20. The Legacy Now Youth Panel (LNYP) is a 
dedicated group of young people from the five Olympic host boroughs who 
have given up their time over the past year to help inform the Olympic Legacy 
Masterplan. The young people have submitted a formal response to the 
planning documents, created a soundscape to accompany the flythrough of 
the proposed developments and written a Manifesto to share their vision for 
the development of communities and the built environment following the 2012 
Olympic Games. Part of CREATE09 and funded by the London Development 
Agency as part of the Olympic Legacy planning. 
Pre register for a free ticket by emailing julie@fundamental.uk.net or call/text 
07961 374772 
http://www.fundamental.uk.net/ 
http://www.urban8.org/ 
 
Sunday 19th July 2009 
National ‘big lunch day’ 
The big lunch day encourages people all over the country to host a big lunch 
in their own street sharing food and time with neighbours. There are lots of 
them going on in London including  communal lunches at Leabank Square 
and at Abbey Gardens on opposite sides of the Olympic Park. 
http://leabanksquare.blogspot.com 
http://www.somewhere.org.uk/abbeygardens/ 
http://www.thebiglunch.com/ 
 
Until August 2nd 2009  
CREATE 09 Festival begins...... 
From June 20th until August 2nd 2009 they’ll be lots of cultural activities and 
festivals going on in the Olympic host boroughs under the umbrella of 
CREATE 09. Info  in brochures and on the website  
http://www.createlondon.org/ 
 
The above also includes: 
31st July – 2nd  August 2009 
HACKNEY WICKED FESTIVAL 



Hackney Wicked is a major art festival in Hackney Wick. Hosting  the new 
blood of contemporary art, hundreds of artists will be featured in a  rising 
generation of galleries and open studios combined, live music and art 
 installations around Hackney Wick.  Check out their website and facebook 
group for more info. 
http://www.hackneywicked.com/ 
Wickcentrics 
As part of the festival The Mission Arts Club at the historic (and soon to be 
history) Eton Mission, 91 Eastway, Hackney Wick will be opening its doors to 
show the outcomes of the recent portrait painting project Wickcentrics.  
Hackney Wick as it stands, is a place on the verge of disappearance.  What 
will the faces of Hackney Wick look like after it has morphed from non-
destination into Olympic Village?  This industrial ghost town is home to artistic 
and musical talent, immigrants, fine-up-standings and the penniless. Sitters 
include photographer Stephen Gill , Iain Sinclair, Hilary Powell and Ralph 
Phillips of Hackney Boots.  
 
Friday 24th- 26th July 2009 
London 2012 OPEN WEEKEND 
http://www.london2012.com/get-involved/open-weekend 
Various events going on as part of this Open Weekend including: 
Dominoes 
Station House Opera's commission for CREATE09 links the five 'host' 
boroughs of the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games takes as its 
starting point the simplest of ideas... a line of dominoes. On Sunday 26th July, 
thousands of concrete blocks will be used to create a moving sculpture along 
a 15-kilometre route, unfolding over the course of the day. Beginning in 
Newham, the starting ceremony will see a structure of hundreds of blocks 
brought to life by a group of performers. It will wend its way southwards, 
through Waltham Forest, Hackney and Tower Hamlets concluding at dusk in 
the grounds of the Old Royal Naval College in Greenwich. 
http://www.dominoes2009.com 
Saturday 25th July 2009 12-4pm 
Discover the Greenway 
There’s a new building springing up on the Greenway at Marshgate Lane and 
making the most of it’s ideal vantage point over the 2012 Olympic Park. 
To highlight its arrival it will form the hub of an afternoon of activities on July 
25th as part of Open Weekend  - prompting further discovery of the stretch of 
the Greenway that runs from the River Lea Navigation to Pudding Mill Lane 
DLR. Rich in wildlife, the Greenway is a walking and cycling route running on 
top of the giant Northern Outfall Sewer in East London, and provides a 
magnificent view of the Olympic site. The afternoon of family-orientated 
activities will entertain and engage people in discovering their environment. 
Delivered by CABE, Heritage Link & Natural England. 
 
Ongoing..... 
Tuesday 2nd June – Monday 31st August 2009 
Big Blue Fence 
Hackney Museum, Technology and Learning Centre, Reading Lane, London, 
E8 1GQ 



The Big Blue Fence Interactive Installation is a scale model based on a 
section of the 2012 Olympic site fence and showcases the work of  
Immediate Theatre’s Big Blue Fence project. Working with schools and 
community groups in the Hackney Wick area, the  Big Blue Fence project 
gives people living next to the Olympic site the opportunity to record stories, 
develop creative ideas and express their views about living in the area and the 
changes that have taken place. Community and museum workshops will 
 explore E9’s rich heritage from the 1948 London Olympics to the present, 
capturing change in stories, pictures and memorabilia.  
http://www.immediate-theatre.com/youth_projects/big_blue_fence/ 
http://www.hackney.gov.uk/cm-museum 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---- 
Participation, Projects 
 
Monday 6th July 2009 
LAST CALL for This  is Not a Gateway Festival 2009 
Over the course of 3 days, This Is Not A Gateway (TINAG) will bring together 
people living and working in Europe, whose main preoccupation is the city. 
The festival will take place in London on 23, 24 and 25 October 2009. 
There is now a FINAL CALL out for: 
. Discussions & Workshops 
. 5-Minute Soapbox Presentations 
. European Walks & Tours 
. Book or Project Launches 
There is no fee for applying. The festival is free and all events are open to the 
public. The deadline for application is 06 July 2009. Applicants will be 
informed of decisions by 13 July 2009. To submit a proposal, please fill in the 
form below and email coordinators@thisisnotagateway.net 
Download the CALL and Application Form on the website 
http://www.thisisnotagateway.net 
After  2008’s interesting ‘Salon de Refuses Olympique’ we hope to develop 
this  ‘Olympic’ themed debate so any relevant projects and plans are welcome 
in this  area. 
 
CALL FOR HACKNEY WICK FESTIVAL – September 2009 
If you’re working on projects in Hackney Wick and would like to get involved in 
the upcoming Hackney Wick Festival in September 2009 come along to the 
meeting listed above on Monday 6th July or contact Fiona Fieber, Head of 
Collaborations at space – fifi@spacestudios.org.uk  
 
Ongoing 
London Transport Museum East London  Line project 
London moves East 
Interested in local history  and the changes happening in your area? London 
Transport Museum wants to find  out what you think about the social and 
physical changes occurring in your  local area. Become a ‘community 
collector’ and work with London Transport  Museum to collect and record 



material relating to the East London Line  developments. You’ll learn new 
skills, meet new people and get a  behind-the-scenes look at how museums 
work. 
To find out more or express  your interest contact Michelle Brown on 020 
7565 7424, michelle.brown@ltmuseum.co.uk 
 
ONGOING CALL. If you’re working on projects engaging with the changing 
East End and the Olympics do get in touch as we build an archive of the 
alternative voices surrounding the more official cultural programme. We also 
run quarterly events of which documentation of the various artists and projects 
involved can be seen in the growing Wick Curiosity Shop. 
(http://www.wickcuriosityshop.net) - get in touch if you have more Hackney 
Wick and Olympic edge-lands stories, history, art, images etc to add to the 
growing archive. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---- 
Links of the month 
 
Abbey Gardens ‘What Will the Harvest Be’ - a project by Karen Pope and 
Nina Guthrie of Somewhere with the Friends of Abbey Gardens. 
The Harvest Garden at Abbey Gardens, a protected site in East London, not 
far from the 2012 Olympic Village is now going full steam ahead the invitation 
is open to come along and take part in the work and fun to be had. The site 
contains the remains of a 12th century Cistercian Abbey (St. Mary Stratford 
Langthorne, Essex) and will be adjacent to a new extension of the Docklands 
Light Railway opening in 2010. 
Get in touch if you'd like to be involved with the developing garden or go along 
to free Garden Club sessions (led by Chris chris@whatwilltheharvestbe.com). 
Free Garden Club Sessions (June - Nov 2009) 
Saturdays 10.00 am - 2.00 pm, Tuesdays 10.00 - 1.00 pm, Thursdays 5.00 
pm - dusk  
http://www.somewhere.org.uk/abbeygardens/ 
http://www.abbeygardens.org/ 
 
Hackney Podcast Edition 12 Olympic Park Tour 
Olympic Park tour edition in which Francesca Panetta joins John Hopkins - 
the Olympic Delivery Authority’s Project Sponsor for Parklands and Public 
Realm - for a tour of the site. 
http://www.hackneypodcast.co.uk 
 
Always worth picking up or checking out: 
Hackney Citizen  
http://www.hackneycitizen.co.uk  
Games monitor 
http://www.gamesmonitor.org.uk  
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---- 



Image/Video of the month 
 
June’s ‘Fringe in the Fringelands’ event continuing the blue movie’ series with 
films projected onto boats was a fantastic night. The boats (made by Will 
Shannon and colleagues at the RCA ) were beautiful both in daylight and as 
mobile projection screens as dusk fell over the Olympic stadium. Jean 
Francois-Prost presented his work and the collaborative project ‘Adaptive 
Actions’ to a full house and The Counter was an amazing venue both inside 
and out at the new ad hoc bar and ‘Fish Island Yacht Club’. 
Thanks to The Counter for a great night and delicious tapas, all the artists 
involved and everyone who came along and helped out on the night moving 
projectors and sorting technical details – thanks Hugh, Ruth, Harry and Dan. 
The event was organised by Hilary Powell of Optimistic Productions. 
http://www.optimisticproductions.co.uk 
 
Edible Olympic Park Birthday Cake for Dan Edelstyn by Hilary Powell. 
Photographs by Nicholas Holt. 

 
 
Photographs by Nicholas Holt  
Project concept by Hilary Powell, Boats by Will Shannon and RCA colleagues, 
films by St Etienne, Jean-Francois Prost, Jem Finer, OSA/Blueprint/David 
Cowland, Tessa Garland and Optimistic Productions. 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---- 
 
CREATE festival’s ‘homemade, world class’  viral marketing campaign  
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OPTIMISTIC OLYMPIAD 
 
A monthly newsletter SPONSORED by:  
 

 
 
Not content with sharing the delicious fruits of the lower lea valley Pudding Mill 
River are keen to bring together some equally tantalising ideas, events, 
explorations and debate around the Olympics.  
To unsubscribe reply to this message with unsubscribe as the subject heading 
To list events and info contact hilary@optimisticproductions.co.uk 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---- 
August 2009  
 
CONTENTS 
Upcoming events July  
Three Mills Loop 
 
CREATE festival continues 
Hackney Wicked Festival 
Wickcentrics  
Big Blue Fence 
Participation and Projects 
 TINAG Festival 2009  
CALL FOR HACKNEY WICK FESTIVAL 
London Transport Museum East London Line project 
Ongoing collections and the Wick Curiosity Shop  
Links of the month 
 Hollywood to Hackney Wick – hackney citizen article 
  
Image/Video of the month  
Discover the Greenway  
  
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---- 
Upcoming events – August 2009 
 



  
Three Mills Loop  
Meet at 1pm at House Mill, Three Mill Lane, London,  E3 3DU  
A circular walk from Three Mill Lane in East London (Bow) along the River 
Lea Navigation and past the Olympic Park.  
 see http://upcoming.yahoo.com/group/14831/ 
http://bit.ly/The_Netwalking_Club  
  
River Lea Vale Walk  
A three hour walk along the Lea Valley, starting from Three Mills and ending 
at St. James Street. Points of interest on the route include The Greenway 
(Olympic Park viewpoint), River Lea Navigation, Old Ford Lock Keeper's 
Cottages, Middlesex Filter Beds, Lea Bridge Sluices, Walthamstow Marshes, 
and Coppermill Lane (Thames Water Reservoirs). 
Meet at Three Mills at 11am for a route to reach Walthamstow Marshes for 
2pm to celebrate and learn more about the Lea Valley’s rich history of 
invention and production at the AVRO Aircraft Centenary event during the 
afternoon.  
see http://upcoming.yahoo.com/group/14831/ 
http://bit.ly/The_Netwalking_Club 
 
 
 
 
Until August 2nd 2009  
CREATE 09 Festival ending..... 
From June 20th until August 2nd 2009 they’ll be lots of cultural activities and 
festivals going on in the Olympic host boroughs under the umbrella of 
CREATE 09. Info  in brochures and on the website  
http://www.createlondon.org/ 
 
The above also includes: 
31st July – 2nd  August 2009 
HACKNEY WICKED FESTIVAL 
Hackney Wicked is a major art festival in Hackney Wick. Hosting  the new 
blood of contemporary art, hundreds of artists will be featured in a  rising 
generation of galleries and open studios combined, live music and art 
 installations around Hackney Wick.  Check out their website and facebook 
group for more info. 
http://www.hackneywicked.com/ 
Wickcentrics 
As part of the festival The Mission Arts Club at the historic (and soon to be 
history) Eton Mission, 91 Eastway, Hackney Wick will be opening its doors to 
show the outcomes of the recent portrait painting project Wickcentrics.  
Hackney Wick as it stands, is a place on the verge of disappearance.  What 
will the faces of Hackney Wick look like after it has morphed from non-
destination into Olympic Village?  This industrial ghost town is home to artistic 
and musical talent, immigrants, fine-up-standings and the penniless. Sitters 
include photographer Stephen Gill , Iain Sinclair, Hilary Powell and Ralph 
Phillips of Hackney Boots.  



  
  
Big Blue Fence public workshops scheduled at Hackney 
Museum 
between 2 and 4pm on Tue 25th and Wed 26th August. The 
exact content of 
the workshop is still TBA but the overall focus will 
relate to the 
installation and the heritage content collected. 
Ongoing..... 
Tuesday 2nd June – Monday 31st August 2009 
Big Blue Fence 
Hackney Museum, Technology and Learning Centre, Reading Lane, London, 
E8 1GQ 
The Big Blue Fence Interactive Installation is a scale model based on a 
section of the 2012 Olympic site fence and showcases the work of  
Immediate Theatre’s Big Blue Fence project. Working with schools and 
community groups in the Hackney Wick area, the  Big Blue Fence project 
gives people living next to the Olympic site the opportunity to record stories, 
develop creative ideas and express their views about living in the area and the 
changes that have taken place. Community and museum workshops will 
 explore E9’s rich heritage from the 1948 London Olympics to the present, 
capturing change in stories, pictures and memorabilia.  
http://www.immediate-theatre.com/youth_projects/big_blue_fence/ 
http://www.hackney.gov.uk/cm-museum 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---- 
Participation, Projects 
 
 This  is Not a Gateway Festival 2009 
  
 
CALL FOR HACKNEY WICK FESTIVAL – September 2009 
If you’re working on projects in Hackney Wick and would like to get involved in 
the upcoming Hackney Wick Festival in September 2009 come along to the 
meeting listed above on Monday 6th July or contact Fiona Fieber, Head of 
Collaborations at space – fifi@spacestudios.org.uk  
 
Ongoing 
London Transport Museum East London  Line project 
London moves East 
Interested in local history  and the changes happening in your area? London 
Transport Museum wants to find  out what you think about the social and 
physical changes occurring in your  local area. Become a ‘community 
collector’ and work with London Transport  Museum to collect and record 
material relating to the East London Line  developments. You’ll learn new 
skills, meet new people and get a  behind-the-scenes look at how museums 



work. 
To find out more or express  your interest contact Michelle Brown on 020 
7565 7424, michelle.brown@ltmuseum.co.uk 
 
ONGOING CALL. If you’re working on projects engaging with the changing 
East End and the Olympics do get in touch as we build an archive of the 
alternative voices surrounding the more official cultural programme. We also 
run quarterly events of which documentation of the various artists and projects 
involved can be seen in the growing Wick Curiosity Shop. 
(http://www.wickcuriosityshop.net) - get in touch if you have more Hackney 
Wick and Olympic edge-lands stories, history, art, images etc to add to the 
growing archive. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---- 
Links of the month 
 

From Hollywood to Hackney Wick - a 
sign of the times 
http://www.hackneycitizen.co.uk/?p=2952 
   
 
 
Always worth checking out: 
Games monitor 
http://www.gamesmonitor.org.uk  
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---- 
Image/Video of the month 
 
Saturday 25th July 2009 12-4pm 
Discover the Greenway 
There’s a new building springing up on the Greenway at Marshgate Lane and 
making the most of it’s ideal vantage point over the 2012 Olympic Park. 
To highlight its arrival it will form the hub of an afternoon of activities on July 
25th as part of Open Weekend  - prompting further discovery of the stretch of 
the Greenway that runs from the River Lea Navigation to Pudding Mill Lane 
DLR. Rich in wildlife, the Greenway is a walking and cycling route running on 
top of the giant Northern Outfall Sewer in East London, and provides a 
magnificent view of the Olympic site. The afternoon of family-orientated 
activities will entertain and engage people in discovering their environment. 
Delivered by CABE, Heritage Link & Natural England. 
 
Edgelands – watch film 
And as the CREATE 09 festival winds down for this year but other Cultural 
Olympiad activities continue apace 
http://artandanarchy.wordpress.com/ 
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